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| TWO PARTS. 


by the Author of the WhHoLe Dury or Man, 
: 'TheCauſfesof the Decay of Chriſtian Prety, 
and the GENTLEMANS CALLING. 


_———m——_ om 

Favor us deceitful, and Beauty is vain : but 

a Woman that feareth the Lord, she Shall be 
praiſed. Prov. 31. 30. 
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 Evpiror To Trrt Rraperk. 
p- F&8 T is a popular reproch uſually caſt up- 
$\VG- on writers in morality, and perſuaders 
&5( Þ5, to devotion, that while they with pom- 
F—-=" pous words repreſent vertuas a ſaffci- 
Ent reward to her ſelf,and exhort to the contemt of 
lory ; they prefix their names to their labors,and 
Snake the Title-page a confutation of the Book 
| That follows 1t. | 

2 Our Author has effeQtually averted this objeCti- 
bn, having bin fo far from ſeeking a name from 0- 
thers, as not to have left a poſlibility for the diſco- 
 Feryof his own: butlike the river Nilus that gives 
- . Fertility and bleſſing whereſoc're he paſles, hides 
his head; and permits himſelf to be only known 
In the benefits which he difpenſes. 
> By what methods the other moſt uſeful works 
ofthis excellent Author have ſtoln themſelves in- 
To the world, Iam not enabled to relate; but hav- 
Ing bin made a party to the publication of this 
Preſent, it may be expected that I render ſome ac- 
Lount thereof. For altho the curioſity of enquir- 
Ing into that which is induſtriouſly conceled, be 

ſ ucha rudeneſs, and injuſtice alſo, as by no means 

eſerves to be encouraged, yet where a benefit has 
n receiv'd, for thoſe who are oblig'd, to deſire to 

acquaint 
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The E ditor 


acquaint themſelves with the Perfon unto whon | 
they ſtand endebted ; that they may pay a reſpedty/ 
atleaſt, if they can reach at no more equal retrig 
bution ; this has ſuch a pretence to gratitude, ak 
may juſtly demand to be conſidered: And it will 
be ſome fatisfa&tion to the ingenuous enquireng] 
that tho he have not enform'd himſelf 1n the parti 
culars which he deſires, he has not bin deficient i 
the inqueſt, and knows as much as 1s poſſible. $1 
The Reader therefore may pleaſe ro under 
ſtand, that ſomwhat more then two months fince& 
I receiv'd a Letter, accompanied with a roul q 
Papers, opening the which, I found it was writtenſf 
by a hand which I was utterly a ſtranger to, an 
chat had no name ſubſcribed; rhe purport theredf 
was as follows. T 


DIR, ; | 
* Hegeneral report of your candor perſuades ml. 
you will not reject an adareſs tha from af 
unknown hand ; which encourages me to the ſend 
ng theſe Papers to you, with a defire you wouli 
pleaſe to peruſe them, and commit them either to thi 
Preſs, or the Fire as you find them worthy. I shakk 
not need to tell you who I am, for if my ſuit be at; 
cepted, I have what IT deſire without it : if it tt 
not, tis my intereſt you Should not know who tif 
that has thus importun'dyou, Tour Charity I af 
fare my ſelf will at a venture pardon 't 


S1'R, 
Your humble'Servant. 


to the Reader. 


hom Twillbe ſuperfluous to fay how much I wasſur- 
pedpriz'd-with this ſo unuſual addreſs, how much 
etriiaffected with the ſingular modeſty and humility 
e, aSyhich it expreſt: and after all how much trans- 
wilÞorted upon viewing the Treaſure, which was 
iren$hus as from the Clouds dropt into my hands. 
arttNor was I long to determine which of the two 
it itÞvaies of difpo{zl propoſed unto me, was to be 
anade uſe of : and indeed I ſhouid much ſooner 
derqhave perform'd my truſt, and taken care that this 
nce&xcellent Tratt had. immediatly ſeen the light, 
1] dſhad it not bin needful to tranſcribe the whole, be- 
ttefffore. it could: ſafely be commutrted to the Preis. 
ang This I mention, not only to excuſe the delay 
zoÞf the Edition, but more eſpecially to beg a par- 
Ton for the miſadventures of it. It being ot ea- 
Jy ina written Copie where a recourſe 1s nct to be 
Had unto the Author, to do him juſtice; and avoid 
5 MFaileurs and miſtakes: which in the preſent in- 
7 AFtance was the more hazardous, in that every de- 
enaparture from the Authors inimitable pattern, 
ona$yould certainly be for the W orlſe. 
71099 But Excuſe and complement are any where 
Path very infipid fooliſh thing, and molt intolerable 
* an a ſerious concern : 1 thall not therefore tay 
7 &bught that looks that way ; only offer a ſhort re- 
' Mfhueſt, which I ſuppoſe will be equally in the.be- 
| aff alfof the Author of this Tract, the Editor, and 
{the Readers of it. Which is, that whoever takes 
#his book in hand would fer:iouſly conſider it ; and 
./Qoing lo, receive the infimite benefits of uniform 
b | YCErtus 


— 


_ 
"Gy" CC 
- 


J 
p 


to the Reader. l 
yertu, and ſincere piety ; the documents whereof, 
are here with all. poſlible advantages propos'dy 
and thereby give the Author, that greateſt of ble 
ſings, the being an inſtrument to the eternal hap 
pineſs of ſouls : and asto us who deal in theaffal 
of Printing, afford ſome ſhare in this moſt defirag 
ble event, abſolving us from the Charge of hav 
ing don miſcheif, inſtead of ſervice to the world? 
For, to ſay the truth, no book is ſo fatally deſtrug 
ive as that which convinces of duty , but faily 
of perſuading to it. And if the beſt books cayy 
do harm, 'twil certainly be difficult to make a ple 
forthe multitudes of a contrary kind , which no) 
eſpecially uſurp upon the Age. 


AH 0 as fualuel of this Tra vill 
 ſearce | juflifie the folemnity of @ 
| >: Preface ; get remembring 'tis de- 
gn'd for thoſe who are accuFomed to Cere- 
T u!0ni0us. Addreſſes, I think it not beſt to 
Ffprach them ' too abruptly. And indeed 
heſides the Civility, there ſeems ſom uſe of it 
+: order to my deſign. To adaiſe, or re- 
prove, is ſo ungrateful an Office, that he that 
under- 


The Preface. 
undertakes it, had need uſe all dreviegs aril 
16 vinditate the fincerity of his purpoſe, a1 
70 convince the perſon admoniſhed, that t 
neither ſpleen nor prejudice, but the 1 
real exuberant kindneſs which promts bin ; 
infift thoſe wounds of a-friend; Prov,27 
6. and that be is never leſs an nemy.ohl 
”_ he thus tells them the truth, Gak 
. 16. Therefore, tho they may in the enjul 
in leaves meet with ſom things whigh m 
have a ſhew of ſeverity, get let me  affure 1 
Reader, they have indeed a deſign of | 
greateſt ſervice, by correfing the extraua 
gance of ſom, to reſcu the whole Sex, as fro 
zbe-contagion of the example, ſo from th 
community of the blame. For ſuch is eitht 
the inadvertence, or malice of a great part 
mankind, that (againſt all Rules of Di 
ſcourſe) they deduce Generals from Parti 
culars, make every woman ſo far an Eve,thi 
her depravation ſhall forfeit her whole kink 
and WOOP there are fooli ifo and ſeandeloul 


women 


4 The Preface. 
; anf$o'n will ſcarce allow there are any other, 
WT ' The truth is, the Error ſeems in many 
- hen to be affected; they propoſe to themſelves 
worthy ends on women, and make all " 
afervations wholly in order to thoſe. 
+4 Pat is upon a bal purſuit, takes plan 
Cllotice of all that be thinks for his turn; the 
enſif F fall not within his Sphere: and 'tis 
ho 1 probable he is ſo abundantly ſupplied for 
by 2 abſolute conſideration,that he never de- 
fi ends to the comparative. Nay, perhaps 
mw may be a yet deeper original of the 
: Tandal: the world is much governed by eſii- 
nation; and as applauſe encourages and ex= 
Ws, ſo a univerſal contemt. debaſes and de- 
wects the Spirit, If it can once paſs into 
It Maxim, that women are ſuch filly or vici- 
Jus creatures, it may put fair for the making 
oj bem fo indeed. Themſelves. may imbibe 
" J\be common opinion,charge all their perſonal 
- Juults on their Sex, think, that they do but 
alog |heir kind, when indeed they mof} LO" 
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The Preface. 
it, and no more aſpire to any thing worth 
then a man can pretend to the excellencies 
an Angel. And indeed this ſeems to bet 
praftical inference of ſom women, who co 
hardly have deſcended to ſuch diſhonors, h 
they not before bin as vile in their own el 
as they have afterwards rendred Tee 
in others. 

It may therefore upon this account be 
neceſsary Charity t0 the Sex,, to acquai 
them with their own valu. animate them 

ſom higher thoughts of themſelves ; not | 
yield their ſuffrage to thoſe injurious eff 
mates the World hath made of them, a 
from a: ſuppoſed . incapacity of nobler thin 
to neglect the purſuit of them ; from whit 
God and Nature have no more precluded t| 
Feminine, Z0E7 the Maſculine part of mai 
kind. 

In reference to ſecular Conf deration 
their advantages are moſt important ; Wi 
men have a very powerful Influence u 

| 


The Pieflce; 
ball ſorts of Tranſactions in the World : 
cies fe engaging of the Delilah, and plowing 
befffith the Heifer,Zudg. 14.09 16.being ever 
> coulſe ſureff way to undermine the Counſels, and 
rs, hlfp/fer the force of the Stouteſt Samſon. 
1 end accordingly, Hiſtories of all kinds a[- 
mſelolſ'* 45 that the Gyneceum has fill had a 
yval ſuffrage with the Senate. 1 might 
n Lo re the more regular Powers which apper- 
1ajurt unto that Sex; that all mankind is the 
,omWþil.and Diſciple of Female InFitution : 
not he Daughters till they write Women , and 
o ofgie Sons till the first ſeven years be paſt; 
t, 0 e time when the mind is moſt duftile, and 
thinkeþar 'd to receive impreſſion, being wholly 
which the Care and Condud of the Mother. And 
1 pereas 'tis objerv'd by Ariſtotle in bis Po- 
maifics > (and is a proof of his being as wiſe , 
$ bewas a learned man) that the Eflate 
1tiond Republics entirely hangs on private fa- 
- Wh lies , the little Monarchies both compoſing 
e of pd giving law unto the great; 'tis e- 
wvident 


a: 


The Preface, 1 
vident that the diſpoſall of Families andy 
Domeſtic concerns therein lies chiefly on thc 
IWife ; whence the ſame Ariſtotle declan 
that the Spartans notwithſlanding the 
ready addreſs to Empire by their great fnlha 
gality, induſtry, and military virtue, coul 
have but halfa happineſs , as failing on t| 
part of their Wives. But waving theſe i 
flexions I ſhall jix only on the perſonal aſi 
complifſhments of the Sex , and peculiar 
that which is the moſt principal endowmeſ 
of the rational nature , Imean their undef 
landing. Where firſt it will be alittle hai 
to pronounce, that they are naturally infer 
or tomen; when tis conſidered how much 
* extrinſic weight 1s put in the ballance to tulſ 
3t on the mens fide, Men have their parl 
cultivated and improved by Education, rÞ 
' fined and ſubtilized by Learning and Arl 
are like an incloſed piece of a Common,whi 

by induftry and husbandry becomes a diffe 
ent thing from the reſt, tho the natural tul 


) 
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; The Preface. 

14a bn'd no ſuch inequality. And truly had 
n thkcmen the ſame advantage , 1 = not 
ary but they would make as good returns of 
thi ; ſom of *thoſ few that have bin tried, 
 fr}ave bin eminent in ſeveral parts of Learn- 
coulhng. To omit the modern inſtances, Theano 
1 tifter the death of Pythagoras kept up his 
2 rCchvol ; Socrates confeſſes himſelf to have 
I ain inſlrufed not only in Rhetoric by Aſpa- 
tania, but even.in the higheſt Points of Phi- 
meſoſopby by Diotime : the Roman Story en- 
defforms us of the deep wiſdom of Tanaquil, 
baſornelia, Livia, to paſs by others, And 
ferpere we ſure they would have ballaſt to their 
hails, have humility enough to poize them a- 
tuſpainſi the vanity of Learning , I ſee not 
arÞphy they might not more frequently be in- 
 r@ruſted with it ; for if they could be ſecured 
[ripgains? this weed, doubtleſs the ſoil is rich 
higenough to bear a good crop, But not to op- 
feltpoſe a received opinion, let it be admitted, 
tfebat in reſpeft of their intellefs they are 
n\ below 


The Preface. d 
below' men; yet ſure in the ſublimeſs pa 
of Foaniey: they are their equals : thy 
have ſouls of as divine an Original, as ent 
leſs a Duration , and as capable of injin 
Beatitude. That ſpiritual Eſſence, that mg 
of Divinity owns no diſtinion of Sexes; 
that in this ſenſe alſo, that Aphoriſm of | 
Apoſtle holds good, there is neither Mal 
nor Female, but all are one, Ga/. 3. 2{ 
And ſure this is the one tranſcendent Exce 
lency of Human Nature. For alas, whit 
walu can comparatively be ſet upon all othi 
Qualifications, which will finally leave 1 
but like the Beaſts that periſh. And thi 
as it is the higheſt pitch of their worth, ſo 
is the ſafeſt ſubjef of their Contemplations 
other Knowledg, as the Apoſile fpeaks,1 Col 
8, 1, may puff up, this only. will edify. 
As therefore when we would pride oulf 
felves, we uſe not to boaſt our meaner, bu 
our beſt qualities + ſo let me ſolicit Ladies 
to be ſo juſt to themſelves, as not to take thein 
ow 
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: The Preface. 
Ply; meſures by any thing below this. Why 
thy,ud they take ſo low a level of Greatneſs, 
eng to valu themſelves upon a title which is 
Jt a bigger blaſt of air, when they may de- 
je their deſcent from abFodp the Stars, 
5: Sim cognation with Divinity ? Why ſhould 
Mey dote on the fiftitious image, of a perhaps 
Mafore /iitious beauty, which tir glaſs pre- 
2Ynts them, when they need birt look inward 
ce [ee an infinitely fairer Idea', an emanation 
PDF the eternal Brightneſs ? Indeed did they 
thiY ike 2 Juſt eſtimate of themſelves in this re- 
* $4, it would overwhelm the vanity of thoſe 
'Dlferior things wherein they now have ſuch 
ſo mplacency , nor would they ſuffer their 
NSpobler part to be affronted by the unequal 
C0 mpetition of their meanter., © 
ſ- Þ But there is alſo another conſequent 
0Shich wculd flow from "that efeem ;, they 
bu ould ſolicitouſly preſerve what they ſo high- 
hy prize , it being natural for us to propor- 
eyjon our care to our valu, They would be 


on gealouſly 


The Preface, 
jealoufly vigilant againff every thing, i 
might eclipſe the radiancy or contaminal 
the purity of their ſouls. Twas the advice 
a Heathen moralif}, Revere thy ſelf; a 
'twas very wholſom counſel : for next our df 
weneration to God, a reverence to our ſela 
is the most ſevere controler of all excrbita; 
cies. How can a ſoul that remembers its ( 
leftial extradion , wallow it ſelf in the mi 
Foop to any ſordid degenerous praffices ? 
ſaid of Themiſtocles, that ſeeing once a, 
booty about the dead corpſes of his enemies, 
zoucht it not, but pointing to another, ſai 
Take thou that,for thou art not Themiſtocl 
If then a little military fame could ſo elev 
his thoughts, tis a ſhame that any who calf. 
ry an immortal fpirit about them , ſhou 
not be raifed above all the contemtil 
baits of this ſublunary World. Why ſpoil 
they not with the like diſdain turn over | 
ſenſual inordinancies to meer Animals, a [ 
creatures that haveno higher principle thi 
th 
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] The Preface, 
lk Warof ſeriſe , whilf themſelves ſoar up 20 
--Woſe more ſublimated pleſures, which 
at God's Right Hand for evermore, 
J/al. 16.12. 
We may therefore conclude, that what ever 
E: Wcious impotence Women are under, it is ac- 
ired,not natural; nor derived from any il- 
Bberality of Gods , but from the ill managery 
his bounty. He has placed within them 
Pillar of Cloud and Fire, ſufficient to ſhel- 
&r and condudt them through all the ſlorms, 
WI the intricacies that can occut. in their 
Yurny to Canaan; if they will forget that 
Fore intrinſic part of their being, live as if 
rey Pere all body, rejet the Manna, and 
ve ofter the Quails, that deſiruftion which 
Wl] thereby be induced they muſt own t0 
ting from themſelves. Let themnot charge 
\ $od fooli/hly, or think that by making them 
omen, he neceſſitated them to be proud, or 
| aff"191, vain, or peeviſh ; ſince "tis manifeſt 
'hl e made them to better purpoſes, Was not 97 
C FHds 
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The Preface; 

tial to the other Sex, but that having, 94 in 
Prophet ſpeaks, abundance of ſpirit, M; 

2., he equally diſpenc'd it, and. gave 
feebleſt woman as large and capacious a. /. 

as that of the Greateſt Hero. g 
.. Nay give me leave to ſay farther, that , 
to an Eternal well being , be leems . to bays. 
placed them in more advantagious. circ 

fiqnces then he has don men. He has implayg,, 
ted in them ſom native propenſions.which (h, 
{ ſhall hereafter have occaſion to obſerve.) |, 
much facilitate the operations of Grace up 
them. Beſides, there are many temtationsÞ, 
which men are expoſed that are out of tht 
road. - How hard is it for a man to converſe , 
the World, but be ſhall be importun'd. to of; 
bauchery and exceſs, muſt forfeit bis ſobrid, 
to maintain the reputation. of a ſociable Pa, 
fon? Again, how liable are they bya promih 
cuous converſation among variety of humor 
to meet with affronts, which the Maxims, 
Honor will tell 1bem, muſt. Cin ſpight of 
NE Chriſi 
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F The Preface. 
X | rit's interdifls) be reveng'd? And this 
F/4ges them in Quarrels, ſomtimes in Mur- 


 Þrs. Now none of theſe are incident to wo- 
Yen : "they muſt in theſe and ſom other inſlan- 


&s attaque temtation, violently raviſh guilt, 
1d abandon their Sex, the' whole Economy of 
Weir tate, e're they can diveſt themſelves of 
*e:r innocency. So that God ſeems in many. 
*rticulars to have cloſelier fenced them in, 
dnot left them to thoſe wilder excurſions, 


hr which the cuſtomary liberties of the othet 


Yex afford a mere open way. In ſhort, they 
TIrve ſo many advantages towards Vertu, that 
Po the Philoſopher made it one of bis folemn 

| :knowledgments to God, that he had made 
Aim a man, not a woman : yet T think Chris 
Fian women have now reaſon enough to in- 
Bert that form, and to thank God that * 

Rrade them women. and not men.” © 
But we know advantages which are ah 
© Peculation, are lookt on with ſom difft- 
4 a till there have bin ſom praffical expe- 

: c 2 riment 


The Preface. : 
Timent made of them ; 1 ſhall therefore en end: 
dence the problem by Jemonfration: and i; 
flance ; deſiring my Readers to meſure th 
poſſibilities of their arriving to emment a 
grees of Vertu and Piety,by what others hai 
attained to. 1 fhall not fetch examples of Mi} 
rality from Heathen Women, becauſe 1 am nh 
upon an higher flrain; (yet many ſuch mig 
be brought to the reproch of many Wome 
who pretending to more, fall infinitly ſhols 
of that:_)*tis ChriStian Vertu that I am nd 
recommending, and which has bin eminent: 
exemplified in many of their Sex. How mai 
Fomen do we read of in the Goſpel,who in al, 
the duties of aſſiduous attendance on Chrii 
liberalities of love and reſped, nay even i 
zeal and courage, ſurpaſsed even the ApoStHf 
themſelves? We find his Croſs ſurrounded 
his Paſſion celebrated by the avowed tearl 
and lamentations of devout Women, when tIf 
moſt ſanguine of his Diſciples had denied, » . 
fieywore, and all had forſaken him. Nayp 
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en Þven Death it felf could not extinguiſh their 
d ifove'; we find the devout Maries deſigning 
: Y Jabovions, chargeable, and perhaps hazar- 
-dous reſpedt to his Corps. And accordingly, 
half tis a memorable atteſtation Chriſt gives to 
My heir Piety, by making them the firſt witneſſes 
nopf bis Reſurrection, the prime Evangeliststo 
ifProclaim thoſe glad Tidings; ty as a Learned 
mean ſpeaks, Apoſiles to the Apoſtles. Nor 
s the devotion of that Sex to be found only in 
nFhe ſacred Records; the Primitive times have 
ntifeft us many Memorials of the like, and the 
ra{dartyrologies are full of Female (ufferers of 
2 alpl] ages and conditions, who by the fervor of 
ri heir Zeal had overcome the timorouſnefs of 
2 iheir Nature, and wearied the cruelty of their 
HPerſecutors. And as Women help to augment 
deiFhe number of Martyrs, fo did they of Confeſ-- 
earſors alſo, in a ſtout owning, and diligent pra- 
 thtice of Chriſtianity. Queens and Empreſſes 
 Yekrew then no Title ſo Glorious as that of a 
Vaypurſing Mother to the Church, have often, 
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exchanged their Palaces for little Cells anlif 


Oratories , and valued not their own Dink 
. dems in compuriſen with their Savior” s Crow 


of T horns, And tho by a perpetual decling 


tion from that priſtine Zeal, the inſlanc j 


have in every Age grown leſs numerous, ylfe 


none has wanted ſom very illuſtrious _ 
ples. Nay even in our dregs of time, 

this common decay of all gocd, there are 
doubt not, many who (according to their of 
pertunities ) tranſcribe the former Copies, li 
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like People that know they muſt live herea| | | 
ter, and preſent us yet with ſom ſpecimen i 


ancient Vertu, Nay, to ſpeak, an impartil 


Truth, tis not to be denied, but the - reputilf 
tion of Religion is more kept up by womif 
then men ; many of the one countenancing 


by-their Prafiice, whereas more of the othi 
_ do:not only negledi, but decry it. And no 


fnce Women are compaſſed about with ſo grell 


a cloud of Witneſſes, who by doing the thinf 


gies the ſureft evidence that "tis not unfel 


jo 
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nh Wble why fhould any plead an impoſſubility? 
ial Un matters of Vanity and Pomp they arenot 
wiſe eaſily diſheartened, no pattern of that kind 
naſFan be fet which will not be induſtriouſly tmis 
Yated; nay in the greate$} inequality of mas 
wgerials for it. Why then fhould their emula- 
#107 leave them where only it could do them 
jpood ? How comes it, that of thoſe who have 
qual Principles of a ſpiritual Being, fom troe 
 oppccording to the Dignity of it ;- and others 
8-0 ſee them do ſo, do yet live as if they af- 
enfented to that Philoſophers Paradox, who ſaid 
1 Women hadno ſouls; or at leaf} were of the 
4; ythagorian Sed, and lookt upon themſelves 
;Hp:Ly.as the Zails and Priſons of former offen« 
,maping Spirits, which they reſolved to fit for a 
1 et viler tranſmigration ; give them the ap- 
M th erites of Beaſts before they aſſume the Bodies? 
Af bis is indeed an unlucky Humility , that 

be "Thoſe who in all other infiances are apt*to 
h,;npverween , ſhould here ſink ſo much below 
afet Fhemſelves. And 1 hope "twill not appear an 
ſubly- uncivil 


The Preface. 
uncivil addreſs, to perſwade them to a Juftel 
eſtimate of their own worth, And if wha 
has bip ſaid to that end may have any effed 
I ſhall not deſire a better Preparative tc th 
enſuing Traf; ſince ſhe that duly conſiders hi 
own capacity of Eternal Bliſs, and withal 
the poſſbility of as Endleſs a Miſery, accord 
ing as ſhe performs or neplefts the ſever 
Parts of Duty, will ſure need no other incen\ 
tive to the diligent Purſutt of it. | 
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Of Modeſty. 


«Ms T is now many years ſince an Addreſs 
7 was made to the Gentry of this Nati- 
£; on, to perſwade them to thar Vertu, 
Y, which wculd be borh their Pleſure and 
4 Reward. I cannor, I confeſs, boaſt any 
uch Effect of that, as ſhould much inſpirit the 
opes of a new Attemt; yet ſince we lee 1n our 
roper ſecular Concerns, Defears do many times 
nimare no leſs then Succeſs, Iknow not why in 
his more charitable Deſign I ſhould fir down 
Kiſcouraged, Men uſually raiſe not a fiege 
A uPan 


i 


aſſailable,acceſſibie parts, and accordingly difpo 
their aſſaulr : It will then be no unreaſonable inj 
tation in the preſent caſe, if after a ſucceſleſs At 
temt upon the more impregnable Maſculine pa 
of the Gentry, I now eſſay the Feminine, who 
native doftneſs and Gentleneſs may render ther 
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upen the firſt repulſe, but reinforce their Bath 
teries, obſerve more curicuſly which are the mc| 


leſs apt for rhat reſiſtance of good Counſel, where 


in too many Men place their Gallantry. 
2. I preſume thoſe to whom that little Tra 


was ar firſt deſign'd, will be ſo willing to relinf 


quiſh their Title, thar I might wichour impurati 


on of robbery, exchange my Patrons, and by Þ 
new Dedication ſuperſede the labor of a re 


Book. And indeed, ſince what was there ſaid w 


founded more on the diſtin&ion of Qualiries tha; 


of Sex, there would nor need many razures t 
render it as proper for the one as the other ; ani 
I-ſhall take ſo much advantage of it, as to afſu 
the Female Gentry,that they may there find mud 


of the Duty incumbent on them, in reſpect of rhaſſi 


Rank and Ccondition they hold in the World: ani 
therefore, tho I ſhall ſomtimes make ſom rc 
flexions on 1t; yer, as to the m2in, I ſhall rhin 


1 the eaſieſt courſe, as well for them as my ſelf, tf 


direct them tairther. | 


3. BUT 1t may ſeem to have too much of rhe Pe 


danc, to entertain new Scholars cnly with the ca 


or nauleared learning of the oid; and when I re 


member I write to Ladies, wiio uſe to think th 
nev 


ws. 


— 


- 1 SECT. I. Of Modefly, 3 


Battmewneſs of any thing a conſiderable Addition to 
mcfſrs valu; I conceive my ſelf oblig'd as well in civili= 
poly to their humor, as Charity to their needs, to give 
hem ſomthing which they may own as their pe- 
uliar. And to render it the more unalienable, I 
all affix 1t to their Sex; and make ir the Subject 
pf my preſent inquiſition, what in reſpect of that, 
Ire the precper and diſtin& Obligations, under 
yhich, by the aſſignment of God and Nature, they 
re placed. 
4. THAT the Obligation to Moral & Chriſtian 
ertues 1s In 1t ſelf univerſal, and not contin'd to 
Wny Sex or Perſon, 1s not to be denied: yet, as in 
S$um:n Conſtirutions there are often Precepts, 
yhich (tho not excluſive of any, do yet) more 
eculiarly and eminently level ar ſom particular 
Fank or order of Men, ſo in the laws of God 
nd Nature, there appears the like diſtindtion. 
hat all-wife Creator, who hath put pecultar pro- 
rieties and inclinations into his Creatures, hath 
Eccordingly deſign'd their actuating and impro- 
* thafſing them ; and altho in mankind, which difters 
got in ſpecies bur in gender, the variety may ſeem 
els; yer there is ſtill encugh to found ſom di- 
erſity, either in the kind or degree of duty, This 
re iS ſhadowed to us in thar particular caurion 
ven to the Jews, not to confound the habir of 
e ſeveral Sexes, Det. 22. 5, and yet more Ciear- 
e cap evinced in the Precept which the Apoſtles ad- 
1 I regreſs to women, 1 7im 2. and 1 Pet. 3. Nay, this 
nk thþ ſo granted a truth, tharall Ages and Nations 
neV A 2 have 
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have made ſom diſtinaion between maſculine ans 
feminine Vertues, Nature having not only give 
2 diſtin&ion as to the beauties of their outwan 
form, but alſo in their very mold and conſtity 
tion implanted peculiar aptneſfles and proprie 
ties of mind, which accordingly vary the meſu 
of decency ; that being comely for the one. Sex 
which often 1s not (at leaſt in the ſame degree 
for the other. It will therefore be no abſurd at 
remt todecipher thoſe excellencies , which are 
genuine and proper ornaments of Women: whic 
tho in ſom inſtances they may perhaps prove 
incident with thoſe of Men; yet even thoſe whid 
are equally incluſive of both, by the divine con 
mand may have ſom additicnal welght on the i 
male ſide, in reſpect of decency, fame, or ſo 
other (not deſpiſable) confideration. 

5. FoR rhe berter directing our reſent i 
ſition, it will be moſt regular, firſt to inquire wh 
thoſe Vertues are which are univerſally neceſſan 
to Women in all Ages and circumſtances of thei 
lives : ſuch which, like the firſt matter, are pſa 
requir'd for all for ms ; which, like a firm and dt 
lid Baſis, muſt ſupport all various events, aſc 
changes of rheir condition Or r elations. And 
condly, we thall conſider rhem in thoſe changes 
track them through the ſeveral ſtages and period! 
of life, through thoſe ſeveral ſtates which creatfft 
tie moſt conſiderable mutations to them ; andif 
each of thoſe confider, what are the new and prqp 
portionate acceſſions of duty, | 0 

6. | 
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an '6. AS in rhe outward accommodations of life, 
e things of moſt daily and indiſpenſible uſe de- 
2rve the greateſt valu; ſo in moral or divine En- 
owments, the benefit of poſſeſſing is beſt me- 
red by the miſery of wanting chem. This firſt | 
znk therefore of female Vertues which we are to 
eat of, will have thar to recommend them ; they 
ing ſo ſtrictly neceſſary, that their abſence is not 
nly a privative 11, but alſo expoſes toa deluge of 
ll poſitive miſchiefs conſequent to that priva- 

ON. 
7. THIS will be found true in all the ſeverals 
7eare to paſs through, but in none more eminent- 
y then in that we ſhall chuſe to begin with, the 
e fertu of Modeſty; which may be conſidered in a 
- ſoflouble notion, the one as 1t is oppoſed to bold- 
"Beſs and indecency, the other to lightneſs and 
nqufrantonneſs. In the firſt acception Zexo has net 
wha! defin'd it, to be the Science of decent motion, it 
efſanſeing that which guides and regulates the whole 
theſhehavior, checks and controles all rude exorbi- 
> pnancies, and is the great clyilizer of converſations. 
ad ſqJt 1s indeed a vertu cf a general influence ; dces 
ts, aſot only ballaſt the mind with ſcber and humble 
nd {Fhoughts of cnes ſelf, bur alſo ſteers every part of 
neeshe outward frame. It appears in the face in calm 
erioqnd meek looks, where it ſo impreſles it ſelf, thar 
crealſt ſeems thence to have acquir'd the name of 
andſhamefacedneſs, Certainly, (whatever the modern 
d propinion is) there is nothing gives a greater luſter 
0 2 feminine beauty: ſo that St, Payl ſeems not ill 
6. A SO = 0 
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to haye conſulted rheir concerns in thar point 
when he ſubſtitutes that as a ſuppletory ornament 
to the deckings of Gold and Pearl and coftly Ara 
1 Zim. 2. But I fear this now will be thought rog 
antiquated a dreſs, and an Apoſtle be eſteemed nd 
competent Judg in this Science; which 1s noy 
become ſo ſolemn a thing, that certainly na Aca 
demy in the World can vie numbers with the 5ru 
dents of this Myſtery. Yer when they haw 
ſtrein'd their art to the higheſt pitch; an innocent 
modeſty, and uative ſimplicity cf Look, ſhall 
eclipſe their glaring ſplendor , and triumph ove 
their artificial handionmneſs: on the other ſide 
let a Woman be decked with all the embelliſh: 
ments of Art, nay and care of Nature too, yet i 
boldneſs be to be read in her face, it blots all the 
lines of beauty, is like a cloud over the Sun, inÞ 
tercepts rhe view of all that was otherwiſe amiÞ 
able, and renders its blackneſs the more obſer 
vable, by being plac'd neer ſomwhat that was apiſ 
to attract the eyes. | 

38. BUT Modeſty confines not its ſelf ro thi 
face,ſhe is there only in ſhadow and effipgie; bur i 
in life and motion in the words, whence ſhe bani 
ſhes all indecency and rudeneſs, all inſoleniffi 
vauntings and ſupercilious diſdains, and what 
ever elſe may render a perſon troubleſom , of 
ridiculous to the company. Nor does ſhe onlſfj 
refine the language , but ſhe tunes it too, modup 
lates the tone and accent, admits no unhandf# 
ſome earneſtneſs or loudneſs of Diſcourſe 

| [$/> | 
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he larter whereof was thought ſo undecent in 
Carneades (tho in his public Lecures ) that 
he Gymnaſiarch reproved him for it: and ſure 
gf 'twere not allowable in a Philoſopher in his 
School, 'twill leſs become a woman in ordinary 
KRonverſe; and if we conſult Prov. 7. 11. and 9, 
e ſhail find loudneſs and clamor in women cou- 
led with ſuch orher epithets, as will ſurely nor 
wch recommend it. A womans tongue ſhould 
deed be like the imaginary Muſic of the ſpheres, 
ect and charming , but not to be heard at di- 
tance. 

9. AND as Modeſty preſcribes the manner, 
) it does allo the meſure of ſpeaking ; reſtrains 
et ifſill exceſſive ralkativene's, a faulr incident to none 
| rheJur the bold 3 the monopolizing of diſcourſe be- 
, InÞg one cf the greateſt aſſumings imaginable , and 
ami$Þ rude an impoſing upon the company,that there 
fern ſcarce be a greater indecency in converſation. 
ap his is ingenioully expreſt by our divine Poer 

erbert , | 
> thi A civil gueſ?, 
uti'fh Will no more talk all, then eat all the Feaſt. 
>an! 
olenile that engroſles the talk, enforces ſilence upon 
whale reſt, & fo is preſumed to look on them only as 
> Offs Auditors & Pupils, whilſt he magiſteriouſly di- 
onlſJares to them: which gave occaſion to Socrates to 
,0duey, it is arrogance to ſpeak all and to be willing to 
1andFar zothing. It is indeed univerſally an inſolent 
urſe Þbecoming thing , bux mcſt peculiarly ſo in a 
tigoman, Io THE 
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10 The ancient Romans thought it ſo much {| 
that they allowed nor thar ſex to ſpeak publich 
tho it were in their ewn neceffary defence 
inſomuch that when Ameſ.a ſtood forth to pla 
her own cauſe in the Senate , they lookr on it 
ſo prodigious a thing, thar they ſent to conſult t 
Oracle what it portended to the State : and th: 
theſe firſt ſeverities were ſoon loſt in the ſucceſ 
of trhar Empire, Yalerius Maximus could find b 
two mote, whoſe either neceſſity or impudenc 
perſwaded them to repete thisunhandſom atten 

11. AND this great indecency of Loquaci 
in Women, Iam willing to hope 1s the reaſ 
why that Sex is ſo generally charged with it ; 1 
that they are all guilry, bur that when they are, 
appears ſo unhandſom, as makes ir the more en 
nent and remarkable. Whether it were from thifls 
ungracefulneſs of the rhing, or from the prope 
ſion Women have to it, I ſhall not determin ; b# 
we find the Apoſtle very earneſt in his cautions 
gainſt it, I Cor. 14. 35. he expreſly enjoins W 
men to keep ſilence in the Church, where he affin 
it a ſhame. for them ro ſpeak : and tho this ſee! 
only reſtrain'd to rhe Eccleſiaſtical Afſembliqf 
yet even {o it reaches home to rhe gifted Wom 
of our age, who take upon them ro be Teache 
whereas he allowed them nor to ſpeak in 
Church, no nor in order to learning, tho a mol 
modeſt deſign then thar of reaching, Bur beſid 
chis,he has a more indefinit preſcription of ſilen 
to Women, Ii 7m, 2. 11. Let women learn in 

 lenit 


| — 


" G&ecr. 1. 0f Medeſiy. 9 


ence; and again, v. 12, to be in ſilence. The Apo- 
leſeems to ground the Phraſe, not only on the 
nferiority of the woma@in regard of the crea- 
jon aud firſt ſin, v. 13,14. but alſo on rhe pre- 
Yumtion that they nceded inſtruction, towards 
hich, filence has alwaies bin reckoned an indiſ- 
zenſible qualification, the introductory precept 
n all Schools, as that wherein all attention is 
ounded. If ſom women of our age think they 
ave outgon that novice ſtate the Apoſtle ſuppo- 
renies, and want no teaching ; I muſt crave leave to 
aciſþelieve, they want that very firſt Principle which 
eaſhould ſer them to learn, wiz. the knowledg of 
3 iFlheir own ignorance: a {cience which ſo grows 
revith ſtudy and conſideration, that Socrates after 
en long life ſpent in purſuit of Wiſdom, gave this 
1 thifls the ſum of his learning, 7 his only 7 know, that 7 
optFnow nothing. This proficiency ſeems much wants 
| ; Ding to our female Talkers, who, in this, ſeem to 
onSFonfute the common maxim, and give what they 
Wave not, by making their ignorance viſible to o- 
thraſhers, tho it be undiſcernable to themſelves: and 
ſeelfſo ſuch we may not unfitly apply the Sarcaſm of 
nbliqZeno toa talkative Yourh ; their ears are faln ints 
Y onBheir tongue, | 

\chetſ- 12. Bu T beſides this aſſuming ſort of talka- 
in tveneſs, there is another uſually charged upon 
4 moe Sex, a meer chatting, pratiing humor, which 
belnintains ir ſelf at the coſt of their neighbors, 
filemind can never want ſupplics as long as there'is 
2 13 y body within the reach of their obſeryation, 
| len | TM This 
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This I would fain hope is moſt rhe vice of t 
vulgar ſort of Women, the education of the N| 
bler ſerting them above thoſe mean entertait 
ments. Yer when 'tis remembred that St. Pay 
1 Tim. 5,13. makes Tatling the efted&t of Id 
neſs, ir may not unreaſonably be feared, th 
where there is moſt of the Cauſe, there will | 
ſom cf the Effet. And indeed, it would puzi 
one to conjecture, how that round of formal WW 
{ics among Perſons of Qualiry ſhould be kept uf 
withcut this - that their Viſits ſhould be only 
dumb Shew, none will ſuſpect among women 3 aifff 
when the unfaſhionable themes of Hcuſwife 
Fiety, &c, are excluded, there will not rem 
- many Topics of Diſcourſe, unleſs this be call 
into ſupply. And this indeed is a moſt inexha® 
{ſtible reſerve, it having ſo many ſprings to feed 
Thar *tis ſcarce poſlible ir ſhould fail. And whi 
"ris farrher conſidered , how apta miniſter it isF* 
Envy, Spleen, Revenge, and other feminine PP: 
lions, we cannot ſuppoſe it can be unacceptal” 
where any of thoſe bear {way. Burt I believe it 
not more frequently introduc'd by any thing thif® 
the vanity of Wir, which has no where a more 
and cxotbirant range than in cenſuring and * 
11dinz ; nay, finds nor only Exerciſe but Trium® 
rco, vain Ferlons ſeldom conſidering the Int ft 
mities or Folltes of others, without ſom Colff®** 
placencies,and aſſuming reflections on themſelw® 
which how unagreeable it renders this liberty '0 
talking to that Modeſty we recommend, is F® 

VIC 


| 


WECT, I. | of Modetly, II 


jus enough, and would God 'rwere only oppo- 
it to that; but it is no leſs ſo to all the obiigations 
pf Juſtice and Charity alſo, which are ſcarce ſo 
requently violated by any thing, as by this licen- 
Wiouſnc!> of the tongue. 
K 13. THER= is yetanother vice of it, for which 
he female Sex has bin generally accus'd, and that 
gs reveling of ſecrets; an infirmiry preſum'd ſo 
ncident to rhem, that 4ri$rotle 1s ſaid to have made 
tone of the three things he ſolemnly repenred 
ply ff, that he had ever truſted a Secret with a Wo- 
nan. Bur by how much the greater prejudice 
hey lie under in this reſpec, the greater oughr to 
e their caution to vindicate not only their Per- 
Yons, bur their Sex, from the impurtation, which 15s 
ndeed extreamly reprochful : this blaſting hu- 
nor being a ſymptom of a looſe, impotent ſoul, 
kind of incontinence of the mind, that can re- 
t is$aiÞ nothing commirted ro it ; but as if that alſo 
ad its Diabetic paſſion, pefpetually and almoſt 
ſenſibly evacuating all. And indeed however 
yeare willing ro appropriate this to the Sex, yer 
> thi" fault is owing only to this il conſtitution of 
She mind, which is oft-rimes no leſs viſible in men 
\d $5 01 the contrary, thoſe women who by reaſon 
$nd vertu have acquir'd a Solidiry and Firmneſs 
Inf mind, are as ſure repoſitories of a ſecret, as 
Colle moſt maſculine confident : and ſuch I haye no 
Gl y@Prent to Involve in this charge,bur rather by pro- 
ny oſingtheir example to rhe reſt, ſhew thar harure 
as put chem under no faral neceſſity of being 
pe B 2 thus 
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thus impotent. A ſecret is no ſuch unruly thing 
bur it may be kept in : they may take the Wiſe 
man's word for it, Fccluſe 19, 10. If thou ha 
heard a word let it die with thee, and be bold, it wil 
not burſt thee, 
14. THI: 18a piece of daring manlineſs, which 
_ they may aftect without breach of Modeſty;woulS 
God they would taxe 1t in exchange for that v1 
rile Poidneſs, which 1s now too common amon! 
many even of the beſt Rank. Such a degenero 
age dowe now live in, that every thing ſeems in 
verted, even S:xcSs whilſt men fall to the Effe 
minacy and Niceneſs of women, and women takt 
up the Confidence, the Boldneſs of men, and thi 
tco under the notion of good Breeding. A bluliin 
(tho formerly reputed the color of Vertu) is ac 
counted worle manners then thoſe things whid 
ought to occaſion it, and ſuch as norhing but rhi 
ſimplicity of a Country Girl can excuſe, But 
the infirmity for the moſt part proves very cor 
rigible; a few weeks of the Town Diſciplint 
wears oft rhat piece of Ruſticity, and advance 
them to a modiſh Aſſurance. Nor is that deſign'$ 
ro terminate 1n it {elf, bur ir is to carry them onÞIt 
1] they ariſe to a perfect Metamorphoſis, thei 
Geſture, their Language,nay ſomrinies their Habi 
t00 being affectedly maſculine; ſo that what Zig 
citus ſpeaks of Yitellius in relation to his being le 
Prince, we may apply to them, and ſay, thar } 
others did not remember them ta be women, them: 
ſelves could eaſily forget it, 
1c. Xs 
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off 76, «YET were this affe@ation confin'd only ro the 
ore innocent indifferent things, 'twere more to- 
Merable ; bur alas it extends farther,and there are 
[Ryomen who think they have not made a ſufficient 
ore from their ſex, 'till they have aſſumed the 
ices of men too. A ſober modcelſt dialect is too 
TE feminate for them: a bluſtring ranting ſtile is 
aken up , and (to ſhew them proficients in it ) 
Bdorn'd with all the Oaths and Imprecations 
heir memory or invention can ſupply ; as if they 
neant to vindicate their ſex from the impuration 
f Timerouſneſs by daring God Almighty. *'Tis 
Wrue indeed,an Oath ſounds gratingly our of what- 
&ver mouth , but out of a womans it harh ſuch an 
Incouth harſhneſs, that there is no noiſe on this 
Ide Hell can be more amazingly odious ; yet this 
$ a muſic this diſcordant age hath introduc'd , 
#0 former having I think ever heard it in places 
tall civilizd: ſo that the female ſwearers want 
hat poor ſhadow of excuſe the men pretend to, 
having bin ſo far from cuſtomary , that the un- 
Fontedneſs could not bur force them to ſome in= 
'Fuſtry and pains, ere they could acquire the ha- 
nſir,and ſet up for female Hedors ; an eflay,where- 
nt they have bin very kind to the maſculine , by 
Mmewing the world there can be ſomthing worſe. 
16, 'T 1s fajdthere want not ſome who com- 
Fleat the demonſtration by the other parallel qua- 
pry of Drinking alſo ; a vice dereſtable in all,bur 
qrodigious in women, who put a double vio- 
nce upon their nature , the one in the intempe- 
rance 
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rance, the other in the immodeſty , and rho the 
may take their immediate copy from men, yet (te 
rhe praiſe of their proficiency) they outdo thei 
Exemplar and draw near the original : nothing 
human being ſo much beaſt as a drunken woman, 
This is evident enough if we lcok only on the 
meer ſurface of the crime ;z but if we dive far 
ther into its inferences and adherencies, the afhr 


mation is yet more irrefragable. She who is firſt; 
proſtitute to Wine, will ſoon be to Luſt alſo ; ſhe 


has diſmiſt her Guards , diſcarded all the ſugge 
ſtions of reaſon, as well as Grace ; and is at the 


mercy of any , of every aflailant. And when wt 


conſider how much fuller the world is of Ammo 


then Joſephs, it will not be hard to gueſs the fatiſo 


of that womans Chaſtity, which has no other bot 


tom then thar of mens. So that unleſs her vice 
{ſecure her virtue, and the loathſomneſs of th: 
one prevent attemts on the other ; 'tis ſcar 
imaginable a woman that loſes her Sobriet) 
ſhould keepher honeſty : ſo that indeed I might 


more properly have made this refletion when 


come to ſpeak of Modeſty in the ſecond notion 0 


ir, aS1t1s oppos'd to Lightneſs and Wantonneſ: 
bur it falls not much amiſs now, to be the intrc 
duction to it. 

17. Anv if we conſider Modeſty in this ſenſe 


we ſhall find it the moſt indiſpenſible requiſite 0 
a woman 3; a thing ſo effenrial and natural to the 


ſex , that every the leaſt declination from it , 1s 
Proportionable receding from Womanhood , by 


thi 


Ue 
0 


15 
the total abandoning it ranks them among Brures, 
1 nay ſets them as far beneath thoſe , as an acquir'd 
elf yvileneſs is below a native. I need make' no cc]- 
nx ledtion of the verdicts either of the Philoſophers 
for Divines in the caſe, it being ſo much an inſtin&t 
ue of nature, that thotoo many make a ſhift to ſup- 
arfpreſs ic in themſelves , yer they cannot ſodarken 
IFÞthe notion in others, but that an Impudent woman 
[t Mis lookt on as a kind of Monſter ; a thing diverted 
Fand diſtorted from its proper form. That there 
gefis indeed a ſtrange repugnancy ro nature , needs 
Yno other evidence then the ſtrugling , and difficul- 
Try in the firſt violations of Modeſty, which alwaies 
begin with regrets and bluſhes, and require a 
Woreat deal of Self-denial , much of vicious Forti- 
ude, to enccunter with the recoilings and up= 
Wraidings of their own minds. 

18, I make no doubt but this age has arriv'd 
Fto as compendious arts of this kind, as induſtrious 
ice can ſuggeſt, and we have bur tco many in- 
ſtances of early proficients in this learning ; yer 
| dare appeal even to the forwardeſt of them,whes» 
Fer ar firſt they could nor with more eaſe have 
ept their vertu then loſt it, Certainly ſuchare 
he Horrors and Shames that precede thoſe firſt 
Guilts, that they muſt commit a rape upon them- 
elves ( force their own relucGancies and ayer- 
e 0Þtons) before they can become willing proſtitutes 
th#o others. This their Seducers ſeem well to un- 
1sÞerſtand , and upon that ſcore are at the pains of 
bilſo many preparatory co urtings , ſuch expence of 
th preſents 
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preſents too ; as if this were ſo uncouth a crime 
that there were no hope to introduce it but by 
confederacy of ſome more familiar vices, thei 
Pride or Covetouſnelſs. 

19. THE beſt way therefore to countermin 
thoſe Stratagems of men, is for women to be ſy 
piciouſly vigilant even of the firſt approche 
He rhat means to defend a Fort, muſt not aban 
don rhe Outworks , and ſhe that will ſecure he 

Chaſtity , muſt never let it come to too cloſe 
ſieþe, bur repaſs the very firſt and moſt remote in 
ſinuations of a temrer. Therefore when we ſpe 
of modeſty in our preſent norion of it, we are ng 
ro oppoſe it only to the grofler ad of Incontiner 
cy , but toall thoſe misbehaviors , which eithe 
diſcover or may create an inclination to Its « 
which ſort is all lightneſs of carriage , wanta 
glances , obſcene diſcourſe ; things rnat. ſhew # 
woman ſo weary of her honor,that the nexr come 
may reaſonably exped a ſurrender., and conſ 
quently be invited to the Afﬀſaule, Indeed the 
are ſuch, thar one would rather think them th 
reſult of many acts, then meerly the Prologuet 
one , and yet nothing buta cuſtomof private ſy 
could ſupply impudence enough to do what is i 
publicly ſcandalous; and where this is found i 
thoſe of any conſiderable age, charity it ſelf c 
{carce paſs a milder cenſure. Yer poſſibly in tho 


ws. 
Res I 


er Oy. or PF” ay 


<Y 2X3 tags my 


I 
of the youngeſt fort, they may ar firſt be taker 
up (as their dreſs 1s) meerly in imitation Are 
others, embrac'd implicitly upon the autoritffi 
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meof thoſe , whoſe examples govern the modes. 
YM When a poor girle , who has ſtill ſonuch of the 
henffichild as to admire every thing that glitters , ſees 
theſe things uſed by the gay peopleof the world, 
Uinff'tisno wonder if ſhe take thefe as part of their 
ſufaccompliſhments, and upon peril of that forniida- 
heSIble calamity of beirig uafaſhionable , conform ts 
anthem : Which yet does not ſo much exterittate the 
be puilt of thoſe few ſeduced perſons, as it aggravates 
{eFrhat of the Seducers ; and atreſts the ſtrange cor- 
 iniuption of the age, that thoſe rhings which the leſs 
xMFhardned ſort of proftitutes were fortfierly aſhi- 
' loflmed of, ſhould now paſs into the frequeney and a- 
nenfliyowedneſsofa faſhion,become a patt of Diſcipline 
theand Inſtitution of youth 3 asif vice now diftain'd 
3 fto have any punies in its ſchool, and therefore 
1taffiby a prepoſterous anticipation takes its pupils 
w begin where they were wont to end, initiates theth 
"meat firſt into that ſhameleſneſs , which was wont ts 
nſebe the produ& only of a long habit: what che 
theſjend will be of theſe Piqueerers in imputdence, 
 tilwho thus put their vertu on the forlorn hope, is 
ie feafie ro divine. Yet is nor this the only ſtate of 
> {11 danger : they who keep thetr rattks, and tho rhey 
5 [Fdo not provoke affaults , yet ftay to receive them, 
d may be far enough from ſafety. She that letids a 
f caſÞatient ear to the praiſes of her Wit of Beauty, 
hoFintends at firſt perhaps .ohly to gratify her vatii- 
akeIty ; bur when ſhe is once charm'd with that Si- 
n 4rens ſong, bewircht with that Flattery, ſhe inſeu- 
ritÞfibly declinesto a kifidriefs fof that perſon thar 
ol C valiies 
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values her ſo much : and when that ſpark ſhall} 
blow'd up by perpetual remonſtrances of Py 
fion, and perhaps little Romantique arrtifices 
pretending todye for her , with a thouſand othe 
tricks , which luſt can ſuggeſt , *rwill like t 
Naptha Naturaliſts ſpeak of, in a moment grow! 
an unquenchable flame , to the ruine boch of he 
vertu and honor. | 
20, LET no Woman therefore preſume up, 
the innocence of her firſt intentions; ſhe may ; 
well upon contidence of a ſound conſtirution, e1 
ter a peſt-houſe and converſe with the plague 
whoſe contagion does not more ſubtily infinua 
it ſelf, then this ſort of temtation. And as in thi 
caſe ſhe would nor ſtay to define what were thi 
critic! diſtance, at which ſhe might approch wiilſp 
ſafery , but would run as far from it as ſhe couldſi 
ſo in this,it no leſs concerns her,to remove her ſe 
from the poſſibility 'of :danger , and ( how wi 
faſhionable ſoever it be) to pur on ſuch a ſeven 
Modeſty ,' rhat her very looks ſhould guard her 
and diſcourage the moſt impudent aſſailant. *Ti 
Naid of Philopemen, that the Lacedemonians find 
ingit their intereſt to corrupt him with mony 
they were yet ſo poſleſt with the reverence of hiffy 
vertues , that none durſt undertake to attaqui 
him; andſure- *rwere not impoſſible for womelſ 
to arrive at the ſame ſecurity : ſuch an autorit 
there is in Vertu, that where *ris eminent, *ulſ 
apt to controle all-looſe defires,and he muſt not b 
only luſtful but facrilegious , that attemts to viol: 
late ſuch a Sanctuary. 21, Bu 
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I 2:, BuT perhaps thar ſex may fear , that by 
P:Kpurting on ſuch a Stridneſs , they ſhall looſe the 
es @lory of their Beaury , which is 'now chiefly eſti= 
thnared by rhe number of thoſe who court and a- 
tore them, To rhis in the firſt place I muſt ſay, 
withat they are miſerable Trophies to Beauty thar 
bSnuſt be built on the ruins of vertu and honor ; 
znd ſhe thattco boaſt the length of her hair ſhould 
Pohang her ſelf 1n it, would bur a the ſame folly 
y an a lower inſtance. 
ell 22. Bu T then ſecondly , "tis a great aiteke 
ueſto think their Beauty ſhall be the. leſs prized,fince 
uattis incident to mans nature to eſteem thoſe things 
thaSnoſt that are at diſtance , whereas an eafie and 
 thicheap deſcent begers conremt. So long as they 
witffovern themſelves by the exa& rules of Prudence 
uldnd Modeſty , their luſtre 1s like the Meridian 
- aun in its clearneſs , which tho leſs approchable, 
unfis counted more olorious ; : but when they decline 
verffrom thoſe,they are like that Sun in a cloud, which 
herfſtho ſafelier gazed on , is not half ſo bright. Bur 
'Ti deſides theſe collateral advantages, tis certain 
indſthat Modeſty gives an immediar and direct im- 
20 provement to -Beauty ; for tho men for their own 
icious ends wiſh them ſever'd, yet they cannor 
qu bur think they are the moſt amiable when united, 
meſſand you ſhall hear them. ofren commend the alpe& 
ritflof that Modeſty , which they would fain circum= 
vent. 
t be 23. BuT in the 3*place,there is nothing but ſuch 
vioa Reſervedneſs that can indeed make their Beau- 
Bu C2 ry 
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ry triumphant, Parly and conqueſt are the moſſfor 
diſtant things 3 and ſhe that deſcends to rrear witiffyw: 
an aſſailant, whatever he may tell her of his beingſfear 
her captive, 'tis but in order to the making heaſſthe 
his ; Which when ſhe once is, there 1s no ſtate ofpn t 
ſervitude half ſo wretched , nothing in the worldot 
being ſo ſlaviſhly abje& as a proſtitute womanſit, 
For beſides all the intereſt of another life whidfſevi 
ſhe baſely refigus, ſhe ſacrifices all that is valuablghnf 
in this: her reputation ſhe puts wholy in higjthc 
power that has debauched her,and which 15 worſgyye 
ner reformation rco. If ſhe ſhould haye a mind ſan 
return to vertu , ſhe dares not for fear he ſhoulYth 

divulge her former ſtrayings from it : ſo that, lik 
Catiline, ſhe is engag'd to future evils to ſecure the fo 
paſt. Yea ſhe fubjed&s her ſelf nor only to his luſtar 
bur to all his humors and fancies, nay even to all 
thoſe who have bin inſtrumental to their priva_yJe 
cies, none of them all being to be diſpleas'd fork 
fear of blabbing: and when *ris remembred , wha k 
a fort of cattel they are , which are the engines nfl £ 
fuch affairs , there can ſcarce be any thing more 
deplorable then robe within their laſh, *Tis rruea 
indeed, ſome have found a way to curethis uneaſi4] d 
neſs by being their own delators , not only con | 
feſſing but boaſting their crime , and by an impuy 
dent owning prevent all accuſations: yet even this] : 
ferves but to atteſt the intolerableneſs of the for-|l « 
mer condition , when this worſt of miſchiefs is} 
choſe as a reſcue. Their impatience of being al-|ſ 
 waje$ 1h awe, makes them take up that refolutiongl | 
? DD for 
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noſFor infamy , which Ce/ar did for death, who ſaid 
vifrwas better to dye once then to be alwaies in 
Inear. And tho this deſperate remedy may cure 
he fear, yet it aſcertains the reproch; for whereas 
Sn the impeachment of others there is place for 
Kdoubt , and charity may promt ſome to disbelieve 
Ir, yer when the fact is juſtified by the offender,the 
Idlevidence is uncontrolable, and withall doubles the 
blSinfamy. For beſides that which adheres to the crime 

Wthere is a diſtin& portion due to the impudencez 
Yyer like the Scorpion it muſt cure its own ſting, 
Wand tho it increaſes the obloquy, yer it deadens 

Sthe ſence of it. 
ike © 24 Bu T when they have thus ſteel d their 
W forheads againſt all impreſſions of Shame , they 
Rare ſtill liable to many other painful effects of 
al their fin. What fears of being abandoned, whar 
vi jealouſies of rivals , do often torture them ? And 
for indeed not without ground : for they cannot bur 
hafſ know , that the ſame humor of variety which en- 
 infl gaged their Paramors in their love , may do the 
rl ſame for another,and another,and ſo on ; it being 
uell as poſſible to graſp the air, as to confine a wan- 
ſi dring luſt. Befides , what anxious apprehenfions 
nf have they of the approch of age, which they are 
v4 ſurewill render them loathed and deſpicable, as 
1 alſo of all intermedial decaies of Beauty © How 
rf critically do they examine rheir glaſs ? and every 


of wrinkle that repreſents in their face , be: *. 


1-8 comes adeep gaſh in the heart. Bur if they have at 
"Fj any time the leſure ( or indeed rhe courage ) to 
ol _ look 
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look inward, the view is yet more dreadful, a de.ſthe 
form'd ſoul, ſpoild of its innocence, and rendredf|pa 
almoſt as brurtiſh as the fin it has conſented to, 
But tho it bein ſom reſpects like the beaſt that pe. 
7iſheth, it is not, it cannot be in that which would 
moſt avail it ; an endleſs being it cannot loſe, no 
can 1t expe any thing from rhat. preeminence 0 
irs nature, butan infinity of miſery. This 1s ſuch 
an amazing contemplation, as, methinks, were it 
inſiſted on, ſhould allay rhe hotteſt blood ; nq 
impure flames being ſo fierce as to conteſt with 
thoſe of .unquenchable fire. Ir is therefore tho a 
very 1mplous, yet no un$kilful arctice of thoſe, 
who weculd vitiate women in their manners, to 
"corrupt them in their Principles, and by extinsF th 
guſhing all hopes or fears of another World, la 
perſwade them to immerſe boldly into all the abo#ſi at 
minations of this. *'Tis ſaid, this is now an art] it 
of wooing, the modern preludium to the baſeſtY n 
propoſals : it ſeems this age dares not truſt only} a 
tro the former waies of ſeducement, fears there} 

b 

v 


- Will not be women enough rhat will forget rhe Ins 
tereſts of another World; and therefore is fain 
ro ſet up a new party of others to di:believe 1t, 
And 7 fear that deſign has bin roo proſperous gf v 
many women are ſo much more concerned -for | \ 
their bodies then their ſouls , that they are} 1 
contented the one ſhould be elevated upon the | 
depreſſion and debaſemenr of the other; and i 
whilſt with a vain tranſport, they can hear their : 
outward form applauded as Angeiical, or VIInN | 
rney 
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e-flthey can very tamely endure to have their better 
part vilified and deſpiſed, defin'd to be only a puff 
of air in their noſtrils, which will ſcatter wirh 
their expiring breath, or in the Atheiſt's phraſe, 
Wiſa. 6.6. vantſh as the ſoft air, Whereas they 
ſhould contider, that they who preach this docrin 
to them, deſign it only to. infer a pernicious uſe. 
'Tis a maxim in Politics, that thoſe counſels are 
ſuſpiciouſly to be ſcan'd , which carry in their 
front the adviſers intereſt, which certainly is 
never more viſible then in this caſe, he that once 
a gains this point, never needing to conteſt for all 
© the reſt. For he that can perſwade a woman our 
toll of her ſoul, will ſoon command her body ; and 
nf then what was at firſt his intereſt, becomes hers at 
df laſt ; and her wiſhes of the mortality of her ſoul, 
o-ÞÞ are much ſtronger then 'tis poſſible her belief of 
rtÞ it could be ; which confirms abundantly my affir- 
ſtE mation of the ſervile, wretched condition of ſuch 
ly] a perſon, For if we judg that a very ſevere ſlavery, 
ref which makes people deſirous to reſign a temporal 
nei being, whar ſhall we think of that which. pro« 
nf vokes them to renounce an eternal? 

tl 25. AND now by this gradation of miſchiefs 
$8 we may judg of the deplorable ſtate of thoſe 
2r || who have abandoned their Vertu; wherein I doubt 
ref not the conſciences of many cannot only atteſt, 
ef bur much improve the deſcription z and all I ſhall 
dF ſay to ſuch, is, only to conſult that boſom monitor, 
Ir which till they do, all Homilies will be infignifi= 
&, | cant. My deſign was not therefore to tell them 
y : ; what * 
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what they too well feel, but only to point © 
their wracks as warnings to orhers. 

26. LET all thoſe therefore who are yet un 
tainted, and by being ſo, have their judgmen 
clear and unbiaſt , conſider ſoberly the miſe 
of the other condition, and that not only to ap 
plaud, bur ſecure their own ; and when ever tt 
outward pomps and gaudy ſplendors of a vitiate 
woman ſeem, like that of Cre/us, to boaſt thei 
happineſs, let them look through that Fallacy, ani 
anſwer with Solon, that thoſe only are happy who ar 
fo at their end. Their moſt exquiſit deckings ani 
but like the garlands on a beaſt defign'd for $1 
crifice z their richeſt gems are bur the chains, no 
of their ornament but ſlavery ; and their gor 
geous apparel, like that of Herod, covers perhap 
a putrid body, (for even that doth not ſeldor 
prove their fate) or however, a more putri 
foul. They who can thus conſider then 
will avoid one great ſnare; for 'tis not alwaig! 
ſo much the luſt of the fleſh, as that of the eye 
which betrays a woman. 'Tis the known infir 
mity of the Sex, to love gaiety, and a ſplendic 
appearance, which renders all temtations of thal 
fort ſo connatural ro them, that thoſe who are not 
arrived to a more ſober eſtimate of things, wil 
ſcarce be ſecure. It will therefore be neceſſa 
for them to regulate their opinions, and redud}. 
all fach things to their juſt valu, and then rhe 
will appear ſo trifling, rhat they can never main 
tain any competition with the more ſolid intereſt 
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of Vertu and Honor. For tho thoſe terms ſeem 
in this looſe age to be exploded; yer where the 
things are viſible they extort a ſecrer veneration, 
even from thoſe who think ir their concern pub- 
licly to deride them: whereas on the other ſide a 
defeftion from them expoſes to all the contemr 
th imaginable, renders them deſpis'd even by thoſe 
re who betraid them to it, leaves a perpetual blor 
upon their Names, and their Family. For in the - 
character of a woman, let Wit and Beaury, and all 
female accompliſhments ſtand in the front ; yer if 
J wantonneſs bring up the rear, the Satyr ſoon de- 
yours the Panegyric, and {'s in an Echo) tne laſt 
E words only will reverberate,and her vice will be 
remembred when all the reſt will be forgor. But 
a1 need not declame upcn this theme; the Scn of 
MSjrach has don it to my hand, in many paſſages,bur 
eſpecially Eccla/.23. to which I refer the Reader. 
32. WHAT hath bin already ſaid, 1s, / ſuppoſe, 
: {ſufficient to Convince every woman how much it 
velliS her concern to keep her ſelf ſtriftly within the 
Ebounds of Modeſty and Vertu. In order to which, 
; there 15 nothing more important then a judicious 
E choice of their Company ; 7 mean not only for 
E men, but women alſo : vice is contagious, and rhis 
eſpecially has that worſt quality of the Plague, 
thar *cis malicious, and would infe& others. A 
Ewoman that knows her ſelf ſcandalous, thinks ſhe 
1s reprocht by the vertu of another, looks on her 
as cne thar is made to reprove her wates, as it 15, 
MVVi/d. 2. 14, and therefore in her own defence 
D ſtrives 
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ſtrives to level the inequality, not by reformin 
her ſelf, (that ſhe rhinks too hard a tas) but h 
corrupting the other. To rhis end. ſuch are wi 
ling to ſcrew themſelves intoan acquaintance,wil 
be officiouſly kind, and by all arts of condeſcen 
tion and obliging, endeavor to enſnare a woma 
of reputation intro their intimacy. And if the 
ſucceed, if they can but once entangle her int 
that cobweb-friendſhip ; rhey then, ſpider-like 
infuſe their venom, never leave their vile infinua 
tions till they have poiſoned and ruined her. B 
and if on rhe other ſide rhey meet with one of to 
much ſagaciry ro be fo entrapped; if they car 
not taint her Innocence, they will endeavor t 
blait her Fame; repreſent her to the World to | 
what they would have made her; rhat is in th 
Pſalmilts phraſe, ſuch an une as themſelves, Pſal.$ 
24. ſothar there is no converſing with them, bu 
with a manifeſt peril either of Vertu or Hono 
which ſhould methinks be a ſufficient diſſwaſtye 
*Tis true, 'ris not alwaies in ones power to ſh 
the meering with ſuch perſons, they are too n 


merous, and roo intruding to be totally avoided; 


unleſs, as St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. 5, Io. one ſhould | 
out of the World, But all voluntary converſe ſup 
poſes a Choice, and therefore every body thi 
will may refrain that, m:y keep on rhe utmo 
fronriers of civility, without ever ſutfering an 
approch rowards intimacy and familiarity. 

33- AND ſure were this diſtance duly obſerved 


It it might be of excellent ule, a kind of lay Exconfhy 
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munication, which might c: me very ſeaſonably ro 
MF ſupply the want of the Eccleſiaſtic now out-dared. 
WY And this ſeems very well to agree with the ſenſe of 
Wl Solon, the wiſe Athenian Law-giver, -who, beſides 
vl that he ſhut the Temple-doors againſt them, inter- 
nay 4&t-d them the ſacred Aſſemblies; made ir one of 
hef his laws, that an Adultereſs ſhould not be permit- 
nted to wear any ornaments, that ſo they might in 
Kel their dreſs carry the note of their infamy. Should 
uy we have the like diſtindtion obſerved, I fear many 
Bu of our gaieſt birds would be unplumed, and tho 
tothe ſame be not now an expedient practicable, 
-allyet the former is, and might be of very good 
" Wyſe. For beſides that already mentioned of ſecu- 
ring the innocent, it might perhaps have a good 
ufeffet on the guilty, who could not but refle& 
*>F with ſcm ſhame on themſelves, if they were thus 
by ſingled out and diſcriminated; whereas whilſt they 
Bare ſuffered to mix with the beſt Societies, (like 
Ivhurt Deer in an herd) they flatter themſelves they 
huzre undiſcernable, 

nu 34. BuT indeed the advantage of this courſe 
lis yet more extentive, and would reach'the whole 
7 | Sex, which now ſeems to lie under a general ſcan- 
Upcal, for the fault of particular perſons. We 
tlknow any conſiderable number of ſmurty ears 
nocaſts a blackneſs on the whole field, which yer 
were rhey apart, would perhaps not fill a ſmall 
corner of it 3 andin this uncharitable age, things . 
yed are-aPt to be denominated nor from the greater 
but worſer part ; whereas, were the precious ſe- 
uy uM. vered 
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vered from the vile, by ſom note of diſtindion 
there might then a mcre certain eſtimate be mad 
and I cannot be lo ſevere to womankind, as notte 
believe the ſcandalous part would then make by 
a ſmall ſhew which now makes ſo grear a noiſe. 

35. BesIDzs this I can ſuggeſt but one way 
more for women of honor to vindicate their ſex, 
and that is by making their own vertu as illuſtriou 
2s they can ;z and by the bright ſhine of that dras 
off mens eyes from the worſer proſpe&. And te 
this there is requir'd not only innocence, but 
prudence 3 toabſtain,as from all real evil, ſo from 
the appearance of it too, 1 Theſl. 5, 22. not, b) 
any doubtful or ſuſpicious action , to give any 
umbrage for cenſure, bur as the Apoſtle ſaies it 

another caſe, 2 Cor. 11, IT. tocut off occaſion from 
them that deſire cccaſion ; to deny themſelves the 
moſt innocent liberties, when any ſcandalous in 
ference is like to be deduc'd from them. 'And 
tho perhaps no caution is enough to ſecureſſar 
againſt the malicious, and the jealous; tho *rigfla 
pcilible ſome black mouth may aſperſe them , yu 
they have till Plato's reſerve , who being told ofiff 
ſome who had defant'd him , 'tis no matter /aid ht, 
Twill live ſo that none ſhall believe them. If theirſſi 
lives be bur ſuch , that rhey may acquit themſelvegſſt 
to the ſober and unprejudiced, they have all the 
ſecuriry can be afpir'd to in this world ; the more 
evincing atreſtation they muſt attend from the 
unerring Tribunal hereafrer; where there lyes1 
certain appeal for all injur'd perſons who catifiÞ 
calmly wait for it, SECT 
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x;, W N the next place we may rank Meekneſs 
F: a necefſary feminine Vertu ; this even 
nature ſeems to teach , which abhors mon- 
 tqfſtrofities and diſproportions , and therefore ha- 
Yving allotted ro women a more ſmooth and ſoft 
Ecompoſition of body,infers thereby herintention, 
Ethat the mind ſhould correſpond with it. For tho 
Tthe adulterations of art, cap repreſent in the fame 
 inflFace beauty in one poſition,and deformity in ano- 
"0mtherz yet nature 15 more fincere, and never meant 
tha ſerene and clear forhead , ſhould be the frontis- 
1-Epicce ro a cloudy tempeſtuous heart, *'Tis there- 
fore to be wiſhr they would take the admonition, 
Fand whiift they conſult their glaſſes, whether to 
Wapplaud or improve their outward form, they 
Wuld caſt one look inwards , and examine what 
Ymmetry is there held witha fair outfide;wherher 
any ſtorm of paſſion darken and overcaſt their 
interior beauty, anduſe atleaſt an equal diligence 
to reſcu that, as they would to clear their face 
theflfrom any ſtain or blemiſh. 
orej 2. Bur itis not nature only which ſuggeſts this, 
thefÞÞut the God of nature too , Meekneſs being not 
5 aYonly recommended to all as a Chriſtian vertu, but 
canparticularly enjoin'd to women as a peculiar ac- 
T, CO!ll» 
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compliſhment of their ſex, 1 Pet. 3. 4. where af- 
ter the mention of all the- exquiſit and coſtly 8 
deckings of art, this one or2ament of @ meek and © 
quiet ſpirit, is confronted to them , with this]Þ © 
eminent atteſtation, that it is 7x the ſegb? of Godof © 
great price , and therefore to all who will not en- b 
rer diſpute with God, and conteſt his judgment, P 
it muſt be ſo too, Now tho Meekneſs be in it ſelf 
a ſingle entire vertu , yet It 1s diverſit'd, according t 
to the ſeveral faculties of the ſoul ,- over which it f 
has influence ; ſo that there is a Meekneſs of Un-f| © 
derſtanding,a Meekneſs of the Will, and a Meek- by 
neſs of the Aﬀections ; all which muſt concur toſf * 
make up rhe Meek and quiet ſpirits . 
3. And firſt for the Meekneſs of the Under-| 
ſtanding , it conſiſts in a pliableneſs ro convidion, 
and 1s directly oppoſite to that ſullen adherence 
obſervable in too many ; who judg of tenets not 
by their conformity to truth and reaſon , bur to 
their prepoſſeſſions, and renaciouſly retaind opi- 
nions, only becauſe rhey (or ſome 1n whem they 
confide) have once own'd them ; and certainly} 4 
ſuch a remper is of all others the moſt obſtructive 
ro Wiſdom. This puts them upon the chance of a 
Lottery, and what they firſt happen to draw , de- 
termines them meerly upon the priviledg of its 
precedency, ſo that had Mahomet firſt ſeiz'd them, 
his tenure would have bin as indefeſable,as Chritſts 
now. How great the force of ſuch prejudices are, b 
we may ſee by the oppoſitions it raisd againſt 
Chriſtian doctrine in groſs at irs firſt promulga 
tion, 
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tion; the Fews blind Zeal for the Traditions of 
F their Fathers , engaging them in the murder even 
1] of that very Meſhas whom thoſe Traditions had 
o| raught them to expe&, and after in the perſecu- 
of cution of that doctrine which his Reſurregion 
|| had ſo irrefragably atteſted. And to juſtifie the 
oj propriety of this obſervation, to thoſe I now 
ef] write to, 'ris expreſly affirmd, A's 13. 50. That 
i they made uſe of the zeal of the female Proſelites 
| for that purpoſe. The Jews ſtirred up the devout 
if and honorable women, and raisd a perſecution againſt 
i. Paul and Barnabas. So that tis no unſeaſonable 
off advice to ſuch, to be ſure they ſee well their way 
before they run too fierce a carriere in it ; Other= 
| wiſe the greateſt heat without light , does but re- 
n.Þ| ſemble that of the bottomleſs pit, where flames 
and darkneſs do at once cohabit. 
ol 4 BuT whilſt I decry this prejudicate ſtif- 
rod neſs, 1 intend not to plead for its contrary ex- 
rreme , and recommend a too eafie flexibility ; 
which 1Sa temper of equal, if not more ill conſe- 
quence then the former. The adhering tro one opi- 
non can expole but to one error, buta mind thar 
lies open to the effluxes of all new tenets, may 
Ducceſſively entertaina whole ocean of deluſions ; 
02nd to be rhus yielding,is nor a Meckneſs bur Ser- 
vileneſs of Underſtanding. Indeed is ſo great a 
weakneſs of mind , thar the Apoſtle finks ir ſom- 
what below the impotence cf, women , and refem- 
bles ir co that of children, Eph. 4. 14. yer it ſeems 
the folly of ſome women had leyell'd them with 
po children 
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children in this matter, for the ſame Apoſtic rake 
notice of ſuch, to whom as he gives rhe Epither of 
filly, ſo the latter part of the Characer ſpeaky 
them incorrigibly ſo, ever learning, and never abl, 
to come to the knowledg of the truth, 1 Tim. 3.6 
a deſcription which if we compare with our timese 
we muſt think prophetic. For how many inſtance 
hath this age given us of women ſo led captive 
who being either afteed with the novelty , or { 


duced by the pretended zeal of a new teacher ce 


have given up their underſtandings to him-and follwi 
a while this ſtrong man has kept poſſeſſion , by 
when a ſtrecnger then he hath come it has faredfſ 
as with him in the Goſpel, a louder zeal or a newan 
er doctrine ſoon divides his ſpoils 5 and that bllif 
force of the very ſame principle , on which he ſe 
up , which within a while undermines the lattt 
alſo, and ſo ſucceſſively ; trill the Poor Proſelit 


has bin huried through all the mazes of wild «= 


ror , and at laſt perhaps C like a palate diſtraRe 
by rco much variety) ſhe fixes upon that whichalſh 
firſt ſhe moſt decried, This has bin evenrualh 
true in ſome, who ſetting out in the fierceſt deteſi} 


ſtation of Popery , have wandred ſo longs like thifficei 


blinded Sy7ians,2 King.6.20.that they have ar lalffo 
found rhemſelves in the midſt of Samaria; by a 
inſenſible circular motion bin brought about iy 
to that Religion , from which alone they deſizneſMmo 
to fly. to little do itching ears know wherthe 
they may be Carried: and indeed the ear whe 
infected with that prurient humor may vie Mil 
che! 
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ol chiefs with the rongue, which Sr, Tames tells us, 
ACh. 3. 15. Z (tho a little ma, a worla of 
wmguity. 
| 4. TIS therefore the moſt important concern 
6K of all, tro fortifie rhat ſo afſailable part ; bur *ris 
eſpecially ſo of wamen,not cnly in reſpe of that 
x© natural imbecilliry , which renders them liable to 
 ſeducement , bur alſo becauſe the opinion of rheir 
being ſo,maKes them particularly aim'd at by ſedu- 
E cers.For as he who iS to put off adulterated wares, 
will chuſe the moſt unwary chapmen , ſo theſe So- 
Ephiſticators of Divinity.deſire the moſt undiſcern- 
<Fing Auditors. And truly that ſo many of that Sex 
hare ſo, I do not ſo much impute to any natural de- 
Wfcc, as to the looſe notions rhey have of Religion, 
Fof which they have perhaps ſome general canfuſed 
reapprehenſions , bur have ſo lirtle penetrated the 
depth of it, that they know not why they are 
WChriſtians , rather then Turks, why of the Church 
Yof England, rather then of that of Rome, or Gene» - 
va And while they are thysuntfixt,and have no ber= 
Fter principle then cuſtom and compliance ; they 
1eShave nothing to anſwer 10 any the groſleft de- 
Fceit rhar can be obtruded upon them , which for 
ought they know or have confiderd , may be as 
ue as any thing they formerly profeſt. Now 
when any one in this ccndition ſhall be aſſaulted, 
not only by the repeated importunities of falſe 
neteachers , but alſo by ingeminarted threatnings.of 
ell and damnation ; ſhe islike one awaked by the 
lWutcry of fire , and in that_amaze will be aptto 
ta) E run-. 
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run where-ever the firſt diſcoverer of her danger be 
ſhall lead her. ta 

6. I ſhall therefore moſt dds recommend re 
it as the beſt Antidote againſt the poiſon of nov th 
dodtrins, to examin well the grounds of the oldFit 
for want of this 1t 1s that our Church has bin ex{e 
poſed to ſo many frivolous cavils, it being too inflg! 
cident to the perverſe Pride of human nature, tt 
ſpeak evil of things we underſtand not. And had 
our ſhe-zealots firſt conſulted ſom ſober guide 
and from them underſtood upon what ground 
the Practice as well as Dcetrin of our Church wa 
founded, they could not ſo eaſily have bin carr 
ed away by every wind of dorin, as the Apoſth 
phraſes ir, Zph. 4. 14+ 
7. INDEED thisis no more then common ju 
ſtice exacs, which forbids the condemning eve 
the vileſt malefator unheard,(& unheard and ng 
underſtcod, are in this caſe terms equivalent) yet 
ſure they owe ſomthing more to that Church fron 
whoſe miniſtry themſelves muſt confeſs to hay 
derived their Chriſtianity, in whoſe boſom the) 
have bin cheriſht, and conſequently may plead 
mothers right in them ; ſo that unleſs poſleſſior 
which fortifies civil rights, deſtroy the Eccleſt 
aſtic z ſhe may challenge beſides that natural ju 
tice, (which is the common due of humanity) 
parental reſpect and reverence, a debr which 
ſure very il! anſwered by thoſe, who caſt off het 
obedience before they have at all conſidered wh 
it is ſhe commands, And if the abdicating a chik 
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fl be a thing ſo unnatural, as needs fom very impor- 
tarit Cauſe to juſtifieir 3 the renouncing of a Pa- 
rent muſt require a reaſon as far tranſcending 
J that, as the guilt does, if it be cauſleſs; and ſuch 
it muſt inevitably be in all, who for want of due 
examination, ſuffer themſelves to be lead into 
inf groundleſs prejudices and diſguſts, 
,toll 8. To prevent that guilt, and a multitude of 
1d] others which ſpring from it; I muſt again repeat 
5 my Propoſal, that women of Quality (v ho are 
nd preſumed to want neither Parts nor lefure for it) 
7 would a little look into rhe infide of the Religion 
riJ they profeſs ; if it bea true one, 'twill bear the 
ſil inſpection, truth never ſhunning the light ; if ic 
be not, the diſcovery cannot be roo early. And 
ju indeed among the many remarkable 1mpreſſes of 
val truth our Church bears, this is one, thar ſhe does 
no not blindfold her Proſelites, leaves them the uſe 
yaſſ of their diſcerning Faculty, and does not by ob- 
on] truding upon them an implicit belief, force them 
a tolay down their Reaſon when they rake up rheir 
eff Faith. And now why ſhould nor Ladies ſp=nd a 
df few of their many idle hours in this inquiſition, I 
onf Mean not to embark them in a maze of contro- 
ef verlies, but only to diſcern thoſe plain grounds cf 
ju Truth on which our Church builds; which it well 
) J digeſted, will prove a berter amuler againſt delu- 
1 © fion then the reading whole Tomes of Diſpuraticns, 
hel more apt to diſtract then fortify their underſtand- 
haſſ ings. And had they thus don, had their minds 
"ll Þin ballaſted by ſaber principles, ſo many of them 
| E 2 had 
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had never made up the triumphs of ſo many and 
ſo various ſeducers. And tho to ſuch this adver 
tiſement may come too late (like aſſiſtance aftera 
defeat) yer it may be a ſeaſonable caution to 6& 
thers, and to thoſe I offer ir, as that very temper 
wherein conſiſts that rational Meeknefs of the u 
derſtanding 1 would recommend to them, which 
is equally violated by a blind obſtinacy,or as blind 
a flexibility. | 

9. Aﬀecond ſort of Meekneſs is that of th 
Will, which lies in its juſt ſubordination, and ſubs 
miſſion to a more ſupream Autoriry, which in Di 
vine things 1s the Will of God; in Natural © 
Moral right Reaſon ; and in hunan Conſtitutions 
the command of Superiors: and ſo long as the 
_ Will governs it felf by theſe in their reſpecin{ÞÞ nc 
Orders, it tranſgreſſes not the Meekneſs requir'df| th: 
of it. Bur experience atteſts, that the Will ini 
now in its depravation an imperious Faculty, aptfff be 
ro caſt off thar ſubjeicn to which it was des 
ſien'd; and adt independently from thoſe morivalſſ th 
which ſhould influence ir. This God knows itffo 
too Common in all Apes,all Condirions,and Sexes}Þl of 
bur rhe Feminine lies more efpecially under an illff fr 
name for it. Whether thar have grown from the loy 
opinicn ccnceived of their Reaſon, leſs able td 
mainrain.irs Empire, or from the multipli'd habis 
tual inſtances rhemſelves have given of unruly 
Wills, I ſhall not undertake to derermin ; but tc 
either way tis, I am ſure, ſo grear a reproch, aſſo 
they ſh-uld be very induſtrious to wipe off, Andjl W 
truly 
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dl truly 1 know nothing more incentive to that ene 
rf deavor, then rhe having a right eſtimate of the 
ra} Happineſs as well as Vertu of a governable Will. 
SHow czlmly do thoſe glide through all (even the 
rougheſt) events, that can but maſter rhat ſtub- 
born Faculty ? A will refign'd to Ged's, how does 
itenervate and enfeebfe any calamity ? Nay in- 
deed it triumphs over it, and by that conjundion 
with him that ordains it, may be ſaid to command 
hel even What it ſufiters. *Twas a Philoſophical 
} Maxim, that a Wiſe moral man could not be in- 
jured, could not be miſerable. Bur ſure *tis much 
tf more true of him who has that divine Wiſdom of 
Chriſtian reſignation, that rwiſts.and inwraps all 
heſſ his choices with God's, and is neither at the pains / 
wlll nor hazard of his own eleGions; bur is ſecure, 
of that unleſs Omniſcience can be deceived, or Om- 
i niporence defeated, he ſhall have whar 1s really 
pt beſt fr him. DT 
les lfl 10. PROPOR TIONABLE (C tho not equal) to 
'6ſl this, is the happineſs of a Will regulared by Rea- 
ll fon in things within its Sphere: *tis the digniry 
es of human Nature, and that which diſtinguithes ir 
ll from that of Beaſts. Yea, even thoſe grow more 
owl contemtible in- their kinds, the farther they are 
toſÞ removed from it. The ſtupid ſturdineſs of an 
bieff Aﬀſe has render'd it Proverbial for folly, when 
yl the tractableneſs of other Animals has temted ſom 
uy to liſt them among rationals. Beſides, reaſon af- 
aſl fords ſomthing of a Baſis and Foundation fer rhe 
ndyl Will to bottom on. He that governs himſelf by 
reaſcn, 
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reaſon (that being {till rhe \: ame) will act equalh 
and conſonant to himſelf; but he that does a thing 


this moment, only becauſe he will, may the next; 


have as weighty an argument to do ſomthing 
quite contrary 3 and ſo may ſpend his whole time 
in unravelling his Spiders webs, as the Prophet 
rightly calls the yain deſigns of ſuch brutiſh men, 
1/a. 59. 5. Not to ſpeak of thoſe recoilings and 
upbraidings of the rational faculties, which are 
the uneaſy arrendants of thoſe who reſiſt irs more 
direct admonitions ; there is nothing expoſes ty 
more ſecular ruins. An ungovernable W1ll 1s the 
moſt precipitous' thing imaginable, and like the 
Devil in the Swine, hurries headlong to deſtrudi 
on ; and yet depriyes one of that poor reſerye 
that faint comfort of the miſerable, Picty z whid 
will not be ſo much invited by the miſery, as ave 

red by that wilfulneſs which cauſed it, Nay in 
deed, ſo little can ſuch perſons expect the com 
paſſion of others, that 'twill be hard for them td 
afford themſelves their own : the conſciouſneli 
that their calamities are but the iſſues of their owt 
perverſneſs, being apt to diſpoſe them more 
hate then pitty. And this 1s no ſmall accumu- 
lation of wretchedneſs, when a man ſuffers not 
only directly, but at the rebound too ; reinflids 
his miſeries upon himſelf by a' graring reflectial 
on his own madneſs, Yea, ſo great an aggraw 


edged and ſharpned by the woful remembrance 
_ that they might once have bin avoided. Il. It 


tion 1s it, that even Hell it ſelf is enhaunced and 
compleated by it; all the torments there being 
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1 17. IN the laſt place a Will duly ſubmiſſive 
to lawfull Superiors , 15 not only an amiable thing 
J in the eles of others, but exceedingly happy to 
ones ſelf; tis the parent of peace,and order both 
public and private. A bleſſing ſo conſiderable, 
Was is very cheaply bought with a little receding 
nf from ones own will or humor , whereas the con- 
nd trary temper is the ſpring and original cf in- 
rl finit confuſions, rhe grand incendiary which ſers 
F kingdoms, Churches, Families, in combuſtion ; 
Ya flar contradiQion not only to the word, bur 
WT even the works of God; a kind of Anticreative 
power , which reduces things to that Chaos from 
whence God drew them. Our age has given us too 
ve many and too pregnant inſtances of its miſchie- 
a yous effects , which may ſerve to enhaunce the va= 
I lue of that governable malleable temper I now 
nFrecommend. Andas a Will thus reſigned to Rea- 
ſan and juſt Aurority, is a felicity all rational 
toFnatures ſhould aſpire to; ſo eſpecially the feme- 
Y nine Sex, whoſe paſhons being naturally the more 
migimpetuous , ought to be the more ſtrialy guarded 
and kept under the ſevere diſcipline of Reaſon ; 
Wihfor where 'tis otherwiſe, where a woman has no 
1Feuide but her Will, and her Will is nothing but 
GYher Humor, the event is ſure to be fatal to her 
anfſelf, and often to others alſo. 
vi 12. AND the hazard of this renders that other 
ndJreſtraint of rhe will , I mean that of obedience to 
nFSuperiors, a very happy impoſition, tho per- 
Yitapsrisnot alwaics thought ſo, for thoſe who re- 
x ſift 
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fiſt the government of Reaſon, are not very apj 
to ſubmit to that of Autority, Yet ſure God and ng 
rure do atteſt rhe particular expediency of thi 
ro women , by having placed that Sex in a degrg 
of inferiority to the other. Nay farther *ris obſey 
vable , thar as there are but three ſtates of life 
through which they can regularly paſs, viz. Vi 
ginity, Marriage , and Widowhoad, two of then 
are ſtates cf Subjection, rhe firſt ro the pare 
the ſecond to the husband , and the third, asitj 
caſual , whether ever they arrive to it or no, ſo| 
they do, we find it by: God himſelf reckord asna 
condirion the moſt deſolate and deplorable. Wi 
I ſhould ſay this happens upon that very ſcore thu 
ehey are left totheir own guidance, theſad wrack 
of many would too much juſtifie the gloſs ; h 
however lt evinces, thatGod ſers not the ſame va] 
upon their being maſterleſs , which ſome of rhe 
do, whilſt he-reckons them moſt miſerable , whe 
they are moſt ar liberty. 
13. AND fince Gods aſſignation has thus deter 
mined ſubjectionto be the womens lat,there need 
no other argument of its fitneſs, or for their acqu 
eſcence. Therefore whenever they oppoſe it, thi 
conrumacy flies higherrhen the immediarSuperior 
if | and reaches God himſelf, And I am apr to thinl 
þ there would not many of that timorous Sex dart 
ſo far , were 1t Not for ſome falſe pundullicesd 
. honor,which(like thoſe among our Duelliſts)hax 
impoſed themſelves. TheſerepreſenrMeekneſs alt 
Snbmiſſon as a ſilly ſheepith qualicy unfit for wo 
| mel 
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pllmen of breeding and ſpirit: whilſt an imperious 
Mobſtinacy paſſes for nobleneſs and greatneſs of 
Wmind. But alas they are wofully miſtaken in 
el their notion of a great ſpirit, which conſiſts in 
effſcorning to.do unworthy and vile things, andcou- 
ragiouſly encountering the adverſe events of life, 
not in ſpurning at duty, or ſeeking to pull rhem- 
ff ſelves from that Sphere where the divine Wiſdom 
hath placed them. No ſure , ſtubbornneſs is the 
tiflmark only of a great ſtomac, not of a grearmind ; 
offland the cruelty of a coward nay as well denomi- 

nate him valiant, as the ungovernableneſs of a 

Ywoman can ſpeak her generous. 

A 14. IN this I preſume I ſpeak the common 
<Eſenſe of all , for what value ſoever they put upon 
themſelves, nothing renders them leſs acceptable 
toothers 3 an imperious woman being a plague 
"ſto her relatives, and a deriſfion to ſtrangers, 
yea and a torment to her ſelf, Every the leaſt 
Econtradiction (which a meek perſon would paſs 
Mover inſenſibly) inflaming fuch an unruly rem- 
El per , and tranſporting her to ſuch extravagan= 
14 ces,as often produce very nuſchievous effects, On 
thi the other ſide if ſhe be humor'd and complied 
ion with, that ſerves only to make her more inſolent 
ol and intolerable ; makes her humors grow ro ſuch 
ul a height , that ſhe knows not her ſelf what would 
$ off pleaſe her , and yer expects that others ſhould * 
ang ſo that to ſuch a one, we may apply what Hanni- 
and bal aid of Marcelles, that if he were vanquiſhed, 
wo ie never gaye reſt to himſelf , nor if he were vidto- 

F r10usS 
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r10usS, toothers, Certainly the uneafſineſs of A, 
perverſe ſpirit is ſo great, that could ſuch con 
but to compare it with the calm and happy ſereni 
ry of Meekneſs and Obedience, there would nee 
no other Lequre to commend them to thei! 
eſteem or practice. 

15. THs laſt branch of Meekneſs is that 
Aﬀections, and conſiſts in reducing the paſſion 
to a temper and calmneſs, not ſufiering them yt 
make uproars within to diſturb ones ſelf , nai; 
without to the diſquiering of others, and to thifh; 
regulation Meeknels is generally ſubſervient. Yaſſ, 
becauſe the correcing of ſcm particular paſſhon 
are more immediatly aſſignable to other vertuesſ; 
Tſhall inſiſt only upon that, on which this has 
more direc and peculiar influence, lmean Anger 
a two edged paſſion , which whilſt it deals it blow 
wirhout, wounds yet more fatally within. Tit 
commotion and vexation which an angry mal, 
feels, 1s far more painful then any thing he caſh; 
ordinarily inflict upon another : herein juſtify 
Ing the Epithet uſually given to Anger, that it 1s: 
thort madneſs, for who. that were in his right 
wits, would incura greater miſchief to doalel 
It iSindeed ſo greata diſtemper of the mind , that 
he that is poſſeſt with it is incompetent for anjſ 
{ober undertaking, and ſhould as much be ſuſpeng 
ded from aGing, as one in a Fhrenſy or Luna 
This was the judgment and practice t00 of Plati 
who coing tochaſtiſe a ſervant, and finding hin 
ſelf grow angry , Itopr his correction, a friend 
FEY: $2 ' COMING 
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oming in and asking what he was dving , puni/h- 
7, replies he, an angry man, as think ing himſelf 
nfic to diſcipline another, till he had ſubdued his 
Town paſlion. Another time his flave having offen= 

Wed him , / would beat thee faies he , but that T am 
gry. It were endleſs indeed to recite the black 
Epithers given by all Moraliſts ro this vice. Ir 
Whall ſuffice ro rake the ſuffrage ct the wiſeſt of 
Wnen, one thar had acquainted himſelf to kyow mad- 
eſs and folly, Ecl. 1.17, and we find it his ſcn- 
ence , that anger reſts in the boſom af fools , Ecl. 
FJ, 

16, AND what is thus univerſally unbecom- 
Wing to human nature , cannot ſure be leſs indecent 
for the gentler Sex: 'ris rather more ſo, eve- 
"Sy thing contracting ſo much more of deformity, 
Wy how much ir receeds from its proper kind. 
ANow nature hath befriended women with a more 
ol and temperat conſtitution , pur leis of fire 
Fand conſequently of choler,in their compoſitions; 
1/Þo that their hears of rhar kind are advenrtitious 
$Snd preternatural, rais'd ofren by fancy or pride, 


SMEnd ſo both look more unhandiomly , and. have 


"Fes of pretence to veil and cover them. Beſides 
"women have a native feecbleneſs, unable to back 
JÞnd afſert their angers with any efiedive force, 
Thich may admoniſh «them 'rwas never intended 
Ficy ſhould ler looſe to rhar paſhon, which nature 
tems by rhat very unability to have interdicted 
hem, Bur when they do it, .they render them» 
Fclves at once deſpiſed and abhor'd; ncthing 
F 2 being 
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being more ridiculouſly hateful , then an impe 
rent rage. 


ſ 

4 

17, BUT as the moſt feeble inſe@t may ſom ; 
times diſturb, tho not much hurt us, ſo there x 
q 

\ 


is one feminine weapon which as 'tis alwaies rev} 
dy,ſo proves often troubleſom, I mean the tongue 
which , tho1n its loudeſt clamors can naturally In 
vade nothing but the ear, yet eyen that 1s a mo | 
leſtation. The barking of a dog, tho we are ſecunſ « 
he cannot bite, is a grating unpleaſant ſoundyJ 1 
and while women ſeek that way to vent thei ; 
rage , they are but a ſort of ſpeaking brutes, and ; 
ſhould conſider wherher that do not reflec moni : 
contemrt upon themſelves , then their moſt vir | 
{ent reproches can fix upon others, | 
13. BUT ſome things have had the luck roach 1 
quire a formidableneſs no body knows how, ani" 
ſure there is no greater inſtance of it , then in tbi{ | 
caſe. A clamorous woman is lookt on , tho nf ' 
with reverence , yet with much dread, and wedf 
ten find things don to prevent or appeaſe vs 
ſtorms, which would be denied to the calm and nfl 
tional deſires of a meeker perſon. And perhapi] 
ſuch ſucceſſes have nor bin a little acceſſory ro thi} 1 
fomenting rhe humor; yet ſure it pives rhem li 
tle cauſe of triumph, when they conſider holf : 
odious it makes them,how unfit (yea intolerable] 
for human ſociety ; let them take the verdi&j : 
Solomon who declares it better to dwell Prov. 25:28 1 
in acorner of a houſe top , thenwith a brawling m 
man in a wide houſe. Nor does the ſon of Sir4 
ſpeal Nt 
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ſpeak leſs ſharply tho more ironically,Fce.1 8,16. 
Aloud crying woman and a ſcold, ſhall be ſought out 
to drive away the enemy. And tho he taxes the femi- 
ere} nine vices 1mpartially enough , yet there is ſcarce 
bf any of them which he more often and more ſe- 
verely brands then: this of unquietneſs. It ſeems 
'rwasa thingſgenerally lookt on, as very inſuffera- 
blezas appears bySocrates, who when he defign'd to 
n diſcipline himſelf to perte& patience and tole- 
rance,knew no better way of exerciſe, then to get 
a ſhrew to his wife,an excellence that may perhaps 
J again recommend a woman , when we fall toan 
T age of Philoſophers ; bur at preſent 'rwill be hard 
forany of our Xantippes to find a Socrates; and 
therefore that quality 1s as deſtruCtive to rheir in- 
tereſts in getting husbands, as it is to the hus- 
"bands quier when he is got. Bur I preſume I need 
not declame farther againſt this fault,which I ſup- 
poſe cannot be frequent among thar rank of wo- 
men to whom this tract 1s intended: for if neither 
F oral nor divine Conſiderations have prevented 
it, yet probably civiliry and a gentile education 
py hath : a ſcold being a creature to belookt for on- 
y ly in Stalls and Markets, not among perſons of 
quality. Yer if there be any thar have deſcended 
q toſo ſordid a pradice , they have ſo far degraded 
ble} themſelves, that they are not to wonder if others 
of ſubſtract that reſpect , whichupon other accounts 
they might demand. 
4 19. And toſuchT ſhould recommend the u- 
ual method of Phyſic, which is to cure by _ 
Ws 10n, 
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lion , let thar ſharp humor which ſo habitually 
floxs to the tongue, b- taught a little to rec-lle, 
and work inwerd ; and inſteadof reviling orhery, 
diſcipline and corr-& themſelves : ler rhem up. 
braid their own madneſs, that to gratifie an 1m- 
potent, nay a moſt painful paſſion , have degene- 
rated from what their nature, their qualities,thelr 
education , defign'd them. Andif they can rhus 
reverſe their diſpleſures , 'rwill not only ſecure 
others from all rheir indecent aſſaults, but ir will 
at laſt extinguiſh them : for anger is corroſive, 
and if it be kept only ro feed upon its ſelf, mull 
be 1ts own devourer if it be permitted to fetch 
no forrage from wirhout, nor to nuriſh it ſelf 
with ſuſpicions and ſurmiſes of others , nor to 
make any ſallies at the rongue, it cannor long 
hold out. 
20. AND how much they will herein conſult 
their intereſt and rheir repuration too , rhey may 
be taught by Solomon, who makes it the diſtinctive 
fign of a fooliſh woman to be clamorous, Prov. 9.13. 
whereas when he gives the character of his Ex- 
cellent woman, he links Wiſdon: and Gentle- 
neſs together , ſhe openeth her mouth with wiſdom, 
end in her tongue ts the law of kindneſs, Prov.31.26, 
it this verdict may be admitted (as ſure it ought, 
wherher we conſider his wiſdom , or dear bought 
experience in women) it will confute the com- 
mon plea of querulous ſpirits , who rhink to ſeem 
ioſenſible of any th leaſt provocation , is to.ap- 
pear filly and ſtupid; tho truly if it were ſo, 
'rwould 
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would be full as cligible as to appear-mad and 
raving , aSthey commonly do in the tranſport of 
their fury. 

2I, To conclude, Meekneſs is ſo amiable , ſo 
indearing a quality , and ſo peculiarly embelliſh= 
ingto women, that did they but all conſider it 
with half the attention they do their more trivial 
exterior ornaments, 'twould certainly be taken 


upas the univerſal mede, in all rhe ſeveral varia 


tions of it this S:jon has preſented. 
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I. F near Aﬀinity to the Vertu of Meck 
fo neſs, is thar of Mercy and Compaſſion 
which indeed can ſcarce thrive in any place where 
the former hath not prepared the ſoil : Ange 
and Obſtinacy being like that rough Eaſt-wind 
which brought the Egyptian Locuſts, Exod. 1 0.13 
to eat up every green thing in the Land. A ming 
harraſſed with 1ts own 1mpatiency , 1$ fiot at leſure 
to obſerye, much leſs to condole rhe calamities9 
others. Bur as a calm and clear day befriends ys 
with a more diſtin& Proſpect of diſtant Objedy, 
ſo when all is quiet and ſerene within us, we cat 
then look about us, and diſcern what exigencie 
of others invite our pitty. 

2, I need not ſay much to raiſe an eſtimate 0 
this Vertu, ſince *tis ſo eſſential to our Nature 
fo interwoven in the compoſition of Humanity 
that we findin Scripture phraſe,Compaſſion is ge 
nerally ſeated in the moſt inward ſenſible part df 
our frame, the bowels, ſo Col. 3. 12. Put on thert 
fore bowels of mercy; and Phil. 2.1. Bowels an 
mercies. Sothat a cruel ruthleſs perſon unmans 
himſelf, and 1s by the common vote of mankind 
to be liſted among brutes; nay, not among th 
berter, but only the more hateful, noxious ſort 
them, 3. Bu 
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3. Bur thisis yer more unnatural in the female 
Sex, which being of ſofter mold, is more plianr 
and yielding to the 1mpreſſions of pitty, and by 
the ſtrength of fancy redoubles the horror of any 
ſad objedt 3 yea fo remarkable is this tenderneſs, 
that God, when he would moſt magnify his own 
ek compaſſion, illuſtrates ir by that of wemen , as 
on fl the higheſt human inſtance. Indeed ſuch a pro- 
nſton have women tro Commiſeration, that they 
are uſually taxed withan exceſs init; ſothatany 
imprudenrt lenity 1s Proverbially called, A wo». * 
maniſh Pirty, and therefore ir may be thought an 
impertinence to exhort them to that which they 
can ſcarce avoid. But to this I anſwer; firſt, that 
In this degenerous age, 'tis no news to ſee people 
J violate their inſtindts, as well as their duties, and 
be worſe then theix nature inclines them z many 
fins being committed even againſt the grain, and 
1 with violence to conſtitution. 

4, YET ſecondly, *tis not a meer melting of 
I the eyes, or yerning of the bowels 1 defign ro 
recommend : Alas, their tears will not be drink 
to a thirſty ſoul, nor will ſhivering at his naked- 
neſs cloth him : this is ſuch an inſignificant mer- 
© Cy as St. James deicribes, ſaying to a brother or 
ſiſter, be ye warmed, be ye filled, but not giving them 
things needful to the body, C. 2.15, Indeed, ſhe thar 
ay weeps over thoſe diſtreſſes the will not relieve , 

I might have bin fir to be enter'd :n the liſt of the 
1 Mourning women among the Jews and Heathens, 
't who were hired ro make up rhe Tragic Pomp of 
Bu G Fune- 
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Funerals with rheir mercenary forrow, but had ng 
real concern in that loſs they ſeemed to bewail, 
'Tis therefore a more active ſort of Compaſhon 
to which I would invite them ; and yet for method 
ſake, I ſhall conſider ir under two diſtinct Heads 
Giving, and Forgiving. 

5. BY Giving, in this place, I mean not a ge. 
neral liberality, (tho that prudently bounded, is 
an Excellence well becoming Perſons of Fortune) 
bur only ſuch a Giving as terminates upon the 
needy, and is applied to ſuccor their indigenclez, 
Togive to thoſe from whom they may expe re- 
turns, may be a deſign, bur at the beſt can be but 
generoſity and frankneſs of humor. 'Tis only 
then mercy (as Chriſt Himſelf has defined it) 
when it is to thoſe from whom they can hope for 
aothin gagaine 

6. AND in this Vertu women have in former 
Apes eminently excelled, yea ſo eſſential was iy 
that we find Solomon thought nor their charaGer 
compleat without ir, bur numbers it among the 
properties of his Vertuous Woman, Prov. 31,20 y 
She Fretcheth forth her hand to the poor, and reach: 
eth her hand to the needy, Andit is a little obſer;ſ}þ, 
vable, that after he has deſcrib'd her Induſtry and| 
Diligence for the acquiring of Wealth, this is ſe; 
n the frent cf her disburſments, as the principal 

uſe ſhe made of it ; and precedes her providing 
Scarlet for her Houſhold, or fine Linnen and Pur: 
ple for her {elf, v. 21, 22, The application is vet) 
obvious, and admoniſhes all that own the ſame 
Title 
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Title of Vertuous Women, to prefer the neceſſi- 


J ties of others before their own ſuperfluities and 


delicacies. Nay, if they look farther, and con- 
ſider who 1t 1s that is perſonated in the poor, that 
begs in every needy diſtreſt ſuppliant, and that 
will finally own every a& of mercy as don to him- 


© ſelf: methinks they ſhould ſomtimes think fir to 


ſacrifice even their moſt moderate enjoiments to 
their charity ; be aſhamed to ſerve themſelves be- 
fore their Savior, or let him ſtand naked and hun- 
gry, whilſt they are ſolacing with that which would 


'E relieve him, 


7. BUT how then ſhall they anſwer it, who ſuf- 
fer him to be ſupplanted, nor by their needs, but 


exceſſes; who have ſo devoted their hearts and 


purſes to vanity and luxury, that they have ncl- 
ther will nor power to ſuccor the wants of others? 


Us How unequal and diſproportionate is it, that 


thoſe who ſtudy to fling away mony upon them- 
ſelves, cannot be temted by any opportunity and 


| diſtreſs, to drop an alms tro the poor? Whar a 
'| prepoſterous ſight is it to fee a Lady, whceſe gay 


"Y Attire gives her the glittering of the Sun, yer 


'F have nothing of its orher properties, never to 


cheer any drooping, languiſhing creature by her 
influence? *Tis the counſel of the ſon of S7rach, 
ot to give the poor any occaſion to curſe thee, Ecclul. 
4. 5. But ſure ſuch perſons do it, if the poor hap- 


pen not to have more Charity then they exew- 


Plify to them. For when they thall find ſuch hard 


ay hearts under ſuch ſoft raiment, fee them beſtow 


itle 
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ſo much upon the decking their own bodies, and pe 
do nothing towards the neceſſary iupport offff fo 
theirs ; *tis a ſhrewd trial of their Meekneſz,ſſ na 
Poverty is apt of it ſelf to imbitter the ſpirit, ÞÞ fal 
ang needs not ſuch an additional temration. th 
. NAY farther, when a poor ſtarving wretch] an 
ſhall look upen one of theſe gay creatures, and ſee] w: 
that any one of the baubles, the looſeſt appen-Þſ re 
dage of herdreſs ; a fan, a busk, perhaps a black co 
patch, bears a price that would warm his emty} m 
bowels; will he not have ſharp incitations nal} co 
only to execrate her pride, and his own poverty, | 
but conſequently-to repine at the unequal diſtri-M£ be 
bution of Providence, add fin to his miſery? They lit 
denial therefore of an alms may be a double 
cruelty, to the ſoul as well as to the body.ſſav 
"Tis ſaid of Xexocrates, that a chaſed Bird flying 
to his boſom, he reſcued it with much ſarisfaction 
ſaying, He had not betraid a ſupplianr ; but this 
1s in that caſe reverſt, andin an higher inſtance; 
for what can be more the betraying ofa ſuppliant, 41 
then inſtead of ſupplying his wants, to rcb him offi a 
his innocence, and be his ſnare in lieu of his re-Pe 
fuge? This 1s a confideration I wiſh more deeply] u 
impreſt upon the women of this Age ; and trulyſan 
"tis their concern it ſhould be ſo ; for ſince at rheſmi 
laſt day the inqueſt ſhall be ſo particular uponÞfic 
this very thing, tis bur neceſſary they ſhould ex 
amin how they are fitted to paſs that teſt. th 
9. LET them therefore keep a preparatory 
audit within their on breſt, refle&t upon the ex-Pdc 
| Pences 
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pences of their vanity, what the delicacy of their 
food, what the richneſs and variety of their cloths, 
& nay what the meer hypocriftes of their dreſs, in 
t; ll falſe hair, and complexion has coſt them ro which 

they may alſo add the charge of their recreations 
h} and divertiſments , thoſe coſtly arts of chating a- 
el way that time, which they will one day with to 
n-Þ recal : let them I ſay compute all this, and then 
|| confront to 1t rhe account of rheir charity , and I 
t much fear the latter will with many of them be 
a comparatively as undiſcernible, as Socrates found 
YI Acibiades's Lands in the Map of the wnole World, 
i-Þ| be fo perfedly overwhelm'd, that it will appear 
be lictle in their own ſight and nothing in Gods. 
le 109. FOR if the poor Widows mite acquired 
y}avalu meerly from her poverty , that ſhe had no 
more; by the rule of contrarics we may conclude, 
how deſpicable rhe ſcanty oblations of rhe rich 
Ware in Gods account. If even their liberaliry who 
gave much , was ourvied by a farthing , Mar. 12. 
at 41. to what point of diminution muſt their nig- 
off ardly offerings , who give little , be reduced ? 
eff eſpecially when rhey ſhall be compared with the 
ly numerous and coſtly ſacrifices they make ro pride 
yJand luxury ; nay I with ſome were not guilty cf 
he more then rhe diſproportion, even the toral om!ſ- 
onfſ lion of charity,thatin a multitude of Taylors bills 
2x-E cannot produce the account of one Garment for 
the poor, that amidſt the delicacies cf their own 
ry der ( nay perhaps of their dogs too) never or- 
x-Jder'd fo much as the crumbs of their Table to any 
BUngry 
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hungry Lazar. Bur ler all ſuch remember , that 
There will come a time , when one of Tabitha's 
coats Acts 9.39, will be of more valu then all 
their richeſt Wardrobes, tho they could num. 
ber Gowns with Lucullus's Cloaks , which the 
Roman Story reports to be 5000, and that when 
their luxurious fare ſhall only feaſt the worms, 
and render them paſſive in that Epicuriſm they 
aged before, they will with they had made the 
bellies of rhe poor the.refeory , and by feeding 
rem nuriſhed themſelves to immortality. 

11, LET this I ſay be ſeriouſly remember 
now, leaſt hereafter they fall under the ſame ex- 
probrating remembrance with the rich man in the 
Goſpel, Luke 16.25, Remember that thou in thy 
life time peceivedt thy good things , and Lazarus 
that which was evil; but now he i comforted ani thin 
art tormen.ed. A Text which St. Gregory profeſle 
was ever ſounding in his ears, and made him look 
with ſuſpicion and dread upon that grandeur to 
which he was advanced, as fearing it might be des 
ſign'd as his final reward. With what rerror rhen 
may thoſe look upon their preſent good things, 
wao by ingrofling them wholly to themſelves,own 
them as theirenrire portion, and implicitly diſ- 
_ claim their ſhare of the furure 2 For to that none 
muſt prerend, who receive their tranſitory goods 
under any other notion, then that of a Steward 
or Facor : as we may ſee in theparable of rhe Ta- 
lents, where thoſe that had the reward of the five 
and cen Cities were not ſuch as had conſumed 
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their Talents upon their own riot and exceſſes, 
but ſuch as had induſtriouſly enploied rhem accor- 
ding to the deſign of their Lord: and if it there fa- 
red ſo ill with the meer unprofitable ſervant, who 
had horded up his Talent, what thall become of 
thoſe , who ſquander away theirs , and can give no 
account either of uſe or principle © 

12, WERz theſe conſiderations duly laid to 
heart , we might hope to ſee ſome of the primi- 
tive charity revive, when women of the higheſt 
rank converted their ornaments and coſtly deck- 
ings into clothing for the poor, and rhoughr no 
retinue ſo deſirable , ſo honorable as a train of 
Alms-folks : but I ſpeak improperly,when 1 make 
the poor their attendants, for indeed they rather 
attended the poor, did not only order the ſupply 
of their wants, but were themſelves their mini- 
ſters, waited abour their ſick beds,dreſt their moſt 
loathſom ulcers, and deſcended to all the moſt 
ſervile offices about them. 

I3. Bur theſe were ſuch heights, ſuch tranſ- 
cendencies of mercy , as required a deeper foun- 
ation of humility then will now be often met 
vith : yet ler me take the occaſion to ſay, that it 
my be a good managery of a charity ro act (as 
far as they can) perſonally in it. For beſides that 
It prevents ſome abuſes and frauds , which depu- 
tedagents may ſomtimes be remtredroo , they pay 


. Goda donble tribure in it, of their perſons as.well 


as their fortunes z next they bring themſelves into 
acquaintance with the poor, and by. that means 
correct 
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correc thoſe contemrs and nice diſdains , which 
their own proſperity 15 too apt to create farthe 
yet, they excite their 07n compaſſion , which be 
ing a motion of the ſenſitive part of the ming 
cannot be ſtirr'd fo effe&ually by any thing, as by 
the preſence of the obje&t , the moſt patheti 
rragical deſcription of a diſtreſs , being nor able 
to affect us halfſo much as one ocular demonſtns 
tion. Laſtly 'ris an apt means to increaſe their 
thankfulneſs ro Almighty God, whoſe bounty to 
themſelves muſt needs make a deeper impreſſion 
when *tis compared with the necefſitous condi 
tion of others: for things are beſt i]luſtrated 
their contraries, and 'tis too obſervable in our 
depraved nature, that we valu not things by 
their real poſirive worth , but compararively zz 
they excel others, nor ever make a right eſtimat, 
of what we enjoy, till our own cr others wank 
inſtruct us; | 
14. Uron all theſe conſiderations it may he 
a very becoming uſeful circumſtance in any cha 
ritable miniſtery to be rhemſelves theaors ; and 
ro that end twill be a very commendable induſtry 
ro qualifie themſelves to be helpful to the poorin 
as many inſtances as they can z not only opening 
rheir purſes, bur diſpenſatories too , providing 
medecines for ſuch as either by diſeaſe, or caſual 
ry want thar ſort of relief, Acharity which I doub 
not 15 preCiſed by many, and I wiſh ir were b 
more , that our nicer Dames who ſtudy only Col: 
metrics for themſelyes,wculd change the Scene,and . 
inſtead 
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Mf inſtead of repairing or diſeuiſing their own com- 
plexions , ſtudy the reſtauration of their decrepir 
arients limbs. And ſure tho it be a leſs faſhiona- 
le, 'tiSa much better ſight, to ſee a Lady binding 
up a ſore, then painting her face ; and ſhe will caſt 
tie a much ſweerer ſavor in Gods noſtrils, with the 
ble ſmell of unguents and balſoms, then with the moſt 
ref exquiſit odors and perfumes. For fince God 
ef profeſſes Eſay I. that that very incenſe which was 
off] defign'd as a part of his worſhip, was an ahomina- 
on tiov to him , becauſe not accompanied with the 
df a&s of Mercy , we cannot think he will better like 
by of thoſe , which have no higher aim then delicacy 
ou and ſenſuality. 
by 15. Bu r beſides this part of mercy in giving, 
off there is another, that of forgiving , which may 
at} happen to be of a larger extent then the former: 
nf} for whereas that was contin'd to the poor, this has 
HE noſuch limits, Þut as it 1s poſiible ro be injured 
7 bel by perſons of all ranks , ſo this pardoning mercy 
haff is to reach equally with that poſlibility. This is 
E that part of Charity which we peculiarly call 
Clemency , a Vertu which not only Chriſtianity 
f but Morality recommends. The Ancient Romans 
T bad it in ſuch veneration , that they number'& ir 
nor only among Vertues bur Deities, and builrir 
a Temple : and they were ſomwhat rowards rhe 
right in 1t , for it was, tho nor God, yet ſo eminent 
© an attribute of his, that nothing can more aſſiny- 
late man unto him, 
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16. Tyzxs aremany Heroic ads of this kingf| of 
to be met with among the vertuous Heathens. Ty. | 
£#r2us not only forgave Alcander who had ſtruck} fa 
out his eye , butenrertain d him in his houſe , andjj| ne 
by his gentle admonitions reclaim'd him from high] 1 
former vicious life. 4ri/ſtides being after fignal ſer. tic 
vices and without crime , unjuſtly baniſhed by his 
Citizens, was ſo far from ating or imprecating a. ſþ 0f 
vainſt them , that at his departure ſrom Athens he]Þ tu 
ſolemnly praied rhe Gods, that they might never} i 
by any trouble or diſtreſs be forced to recal hin. 
So Phocion being unjuſtly condemned, left ir asa 
ſolemn charge to his ſon Phocas , that he ſhould] th 
neyer revenge his death. A multitude of the like c 
examples might be produced , but we need natÞ}7! 
borrow light from their faint Tapers , when weſdl 
have the Sun beams, I mean the Sun of righteouſ-}m 
neſs our blefſed Savior , who as he has recommen-an 
ded this grace by his precepr , ſo he has ſignally/, 
exemplified it to us in his praGice ; the whole de-ſjit 
kgn of his deſcent to earth being only ro reſcuſſen 
his enemies from deſtruction, and as every part 
of his life , ſothe laſt Scene of it was particularly Pa 
adapted to this end, and his expiring breath ex-Þ01 
pended in mediating for his crucifiers ; father for-Pjal 
give them, Luk. 23. 34, And this copy of his wase! 
tranſcribed by his firſt followers , the Primitive 
Chriſtians in their ſevereſt Martyrdoms praying 
for their perſecutors. . 

17, THus are wein the Apoſtles phraſe com-Pre 
paſſed about with @ cloud of witneſſes, Heb, 12+ ; Ne 
| ot}. 


, SECT. a Of Compaſſion. | my 


—_— 


af} of eminent examples, which oughr to have a for- 
j- cible influence upon all , but me thinks ſhould nor 
| fail ro have 1t on that Sex , whoſe native tender- 
1d neſs prediſpoſes them to the Vertu, and who need 
ill but ſwim with the ſtream of their own inclina- 
r. | tions. How can we think that their melting eyes 
is ſhould ever ſparkle fire, or delight in ſpectacles 
2. | of cruelty, that their flexible tender hearts ſhould 
heÞ turn into Steel or Adamant , be uncapable of all 
er | impreſſions of Pirty © Yet God knows ſuch 
m. | changes have too often bin ſeen: women have not 
$2 only Put off rhat ſoftneſs peculiar to them , bur 
1d the common inſtindts of humanity , and have ex- 
ke ceeded not only ſavage men, but beaſts in cruelty. 
notÞ There have bin too frequent inſtances of the im- 
weſtdlacable malice, and inſatiable cruelties cf wo- 
uſ-{ men: 1 need not call in the aid of Poetique fiction, 
en-and tell them of ClytemneFra, Medea, or the Be- 
My F/ides, with hundreds cf others, celebrated as in- 
de-ſftances of Heroic wickedneſs. There are examples 
ſcuſſencngh in more authentic Stories, The Roman Tul- 
arti, the Perſcan Paryſatis; and that we may not 
rlyfpaſs by the ſacred Annals, Jezebel, and 4thalia. 1 
ex-forbear to multiply eximples of this kind, of which 
9r-fall ages have Produced ſome ſo eminent, as have 
wasÞender d it a common obſervation, that no cruelty 
tiveſxceeds that of an exaſperated waman: & it 1s not 
10gÞnuch to be wonder at, ſince nothing can be ſo 
lin its priſtine ſtate as thar which degenerates 
ow-From a better. No enmity we know ſo bitter, as 
2+ Teflat of alienated friends ; no ſuch perſecution as 
of} _ H 2 that 
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that of Apoſtats , and proportionably no ſuchfe 
rity as that of a perverted mildneſs. So that the 
Toets were not much out,who as they repreſented 
the Graces under the figures of women, ſo the 
the Furies too. And ſince tisin theirele&ion which 
part they will a, they ought to be very jealoi 
over themſelves. The declinations to any vice art 
gradual, ſomtimes ar firſt ſcarce diſcernable ; and 
probably thegreateſtmonſters of cruelry , woul 
at the beginning have deteſted thoſe inhumanitie: 
which 'afrerwards they acted with greedineſs. 

15, I T concerns them therefore toward rhok 
beginnings whoſe end may be ſo fatal. She that 
is quick-in apprehending an affront perhaps wil 
not be ſo quick in diſmiſſing that apprehenſfion;s 
if it be permitred to ſtay, 'twill quickly impron 
twenty littlecircumſtances ſhall be ſuborn'd to ft 
ment it with new ſuſpicions, till art laſt ir grow t 
aguarrel ; from thence to hatred, from thatt 
malice , and from that to revenge : and when tha 
black pafiion has overſpread the mind, like an 
egyptian darkneſs 1t admits no gleam of reaſon 0 
Religion, but hurries them blindfold to their owt 
ruine often as well as others. 

I2. LET none think this only a fancy 
ſcheme of Diſcourſe: there have bin too many tn 
oical experiments of its truth. How many men han 
bin mortally engaged upon no welghtier origin: 

then the ſpleen of a woman ? *the frantic nord! 
of honor among our Duelliſts firly correſponditl 


h; 


with the as frantic impulſes cf feminine revengby 
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fe and any imaginary injury (or perhaps bur juſt im- 
the putation ) to the Lady , obliging her Gall nt to 
ted] ruſh upon the moſt real ſin and danger. A mad- 
"e neſs ſomthing beyond that which the Romances 
1] deſcribe of Knight Errantry; for that generally is 
off for the relief of diſtreſſed Damſels , bur this is 
ar only to humor the too proſperous ones, rhe inſo- 
and lent and the proud. Thoſe therefore that have ob- 
ug ſerved the common occaſions of Duels, hive nor 
uy unfirly divided them between Wineand Women ; 
it being hard to ſay which is the moſt intoxtcaring 
wolf and beſorting. The Son of Sirach couples them 
tha ogether, ZEccly/. 19.2, Wine and Women will make 
Il men of underfianding fall away. The many mo- 
; dern examples of this miſcnief, as it ſhould ſtrike 
Fan extreme terror into thoſe Women who have 
bin any way acceſlary ta the death, or bur danger 
of any man ; ſo its juſt matter of caution to all, 
ſo to regulate their Paſſions,that they never come 
J within diſtance of implacability ; for if once 
they arrive there, themſelves can give no ſtop. 
20, IN order to this, 'twill be well to confi- 
I der at the firſt incitation, what the real ground 1s; 
perhaps-ſomrtimes they are angry (as the Galati- 
Mans were at St. Pazl, Gal. 4.16.) at thoſe that tell 
Jihem the truth ; ſom ſcandalous; or at leaſt ſuſpi- 
aq cious behavior, may have engaged a friend to ad- 
1naJmoniſh rhem; Can office that has ſomrimes proved 
UM very fatal ; thoſe commonly that have moſt guilr 
ditFhaving leſs patience to hear of it.) An if this 
ng be the caſe, *ris the greateſt injuſtice in rhe world 
ang - 0 
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- to make that a quarrel which is really an obliga« 
tiori: and therefore inſtead of maligning thelr 
Monitor, they ought to thank and reverence him, 
Nay, tho the accuſation be not with that candjd |Þ bs 
deſign, bur be meant as a reproch; yet if it be 
true, it ſhould nor excite anger ar their accuſers, || th 
bur remorſe, and reformation in themſelves. th 

21, Ir was theſaying of a Wiſe man, rhar he ih 
profited more by his enemies then his friends; w 
becauſe they would tell him more roundly of his q 
faulrs : and this is excellently improved by Pla th 
tarch, in his Tract, Of the benefits .to be reapd] < 
from Enemies: ſo that even a malicious accuſa+Jh 
tion may bea kindneſs, and conſequently ought w1 
not to be repaid with an injury. Bur ſuppeſe, th 
1n the laſt place, thar the aſperſion be not only 
unkind, bur untru, it will not even then be ſate ty 
ler looſe to their indignation: firſt, in reſpect of 
Prudenc:, an angry vindication ſerving the des 
{ign of the enemy, and helping to ſpread, the caſte 
lumny ; whereas a wiſe negie& and diſſemblingbb 
does often {tifle and ſuppreſs it. Secondly, -infſſit 
reſpect of dury, for all that own themſelves Chrl-iſtv 
ſtians, muſt ccnteſs they are under an obligation 
tO forgive, arid not to revenge. Now if they in«ml 
tend to pay a real obedience to this Precept, twill. 
be the more eafte,the ſooner they ſerto it, He rhatiÞ 
ſees his houſe on fire,will not dally with thg flamegſp 
much leſs blow, or extend it, reſolving to quench 
Itar laſt, And anger is as little to be truſted, 
which if onee throughly kindled, will ſcarce exe! 

P1re 
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| pire but with the deſtruction of the ſubje@ ir 
| works ol. 
| 22. LET therefore the diſoblig'd not look 
back upon the injury, bur forward to thoſe miſ- 
chiefs which too ſharp a reſentment may betray 
| them to : letthem conſider, that the boiling of 
their blood may finally cauſe the effuſion of ano- 
eff thers, and wrath may ſwell into murder. If they 
+ yould do thus, and inſtead of thoſe magnifying 
is optics wherein they view the wrong, make uſe of 
+ | the other end of rhe perſpective, to diſcern the 
'4© diſmal event at diſtance ; ir would ſure fright 
2-|| them from any nearer approch, would keep them 
hr within thoſe bounds which cheir duty preſcribes 
ſe them 5 and rhereby acquaint them with a much 
ly greater, and more ingenious pleſure then their 
to tigheſt revenge can give them: T mean thar of 
offorgiving injuries, and obliging the injurious, 
Je-E This is a pleſure ſo pure and refined, fo noble and 
caFteroic, that none bur rational natures are capa- 
ngÞle of it ; whereas that of ſpight and revenge (if 
-jnflit can be calleda pleſure) is a meer beitial one ; 
\ri-every rhe moſt contemtible animal can be angry 
ion Ivhen 'tis moleſted, and endeyor to return the 
in-Wmiſchief. 
vill 23. 17T ſhould therefore, methinks, be an eaſy 
hatetermination,whether to embrace that clemency 
megſknd compaſſion which we ſee exemplified in the 
ncPiſeſt and beſt of men , nay in the Omniſcienr, 
ted mmorral God, or that ſavage fierceneſs of the 
ex»F2nobleſt creatures. This 1s Certain, tnat no wo=- 
pire man 
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man would be content toaſſume rhe ourward form 
of any of thoſe ; why then ſhould they ſubjed 
their nobler part, the mind, to ſuch a transfor} 
mation 2? For, as there are no monſters ſo de. 
formed, as thoſe which are compounded of mat 
and beaſt: ſo among them all, nothing can he 
more unnatural, more odious, then a woman-TiÞj. 1 
ger. I conclude all with the advice of Solomon, 
Prov. 17.14. The beginaing of ſirife is as whalll { 
. one letteth out water ; therefore leave off contentinl 1 
before it be medled with. When once a breach j 
made upon 'the ſpirit by 1mmoderate anger, al 
the conſequent miſchiefs will flow 1n, like a rapid 
ſtream when the banks are broken down ; nor 
there any way to prevent it, but by keeping the 
mounds entire, preſerving that tenderneſs and 
compaſſion which God and Nature do equally in 
force and recommend. 
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Þ :. F'N the next place we may reckon Aﬀability 


and Courteſie, which as it is amiable in all, 
ſoit 1s ſingularly ſo in women of Quality, and 
more univerſally neceffary in them then in the 0- 
ther Sex; for men have often charges and em- 
ploiments which do juſtify, nay perhaps require 
ſomwhat of ſternneſs and auſteriry 3 but women 
ordinarily have few or no occaſions of it, and 
thoſe who have well digeſted the former Lectures 
of Meekneſs and Compaſſion, will not be apt to 
put it on unneceflarily, Now Afiability may be 
conſidered either as a meer human Accompliſn- 
ment, or as a divine Vertu; in-etther notlon 'tis 
commendable ; but 'tis the larter that g1ves it the 
ligneſt Excellence and Perfection. 

2. To begin with the firſt notion of it, we 
may take an eſtimate of its worth by irs Cauſe, 
and by irs Effects. For its Cauſe, it derives it 
ſelf either from a native candor, and generoſity 
of mind ; or from a noble and ingenious Educa- 
tion, or ſumthing jointly from both; and theſe 
are as good originals as any rhing meerly moral 
can flow from. And that theſe are indeed irs ſour- 
ces, common Experience will atteſt : thoſe of the 
greateſt Minds, and beſt Excracions,being utually 

I moſt- 
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moſt condeſcending and cbliging 3 whereas thoſe 
of moſt abjed Spirits and Birth, are the moſt in. 
ſulting and imperious. Alexander the Great, 
tho terrible in the field, yet was of a gentle, com- 


Part I 


plaiſant converſation, familiarly treating thoſe a. 


bout him: yet Criſpinas, Narciſſus, Nymphidins, 
and other enfranchiſed bondmen, we find inſo- 
lently trampling upon the Roman Senators and 
Conſuls. *'Tis therefore a great error for Perſons 
of Honor, to think they acquite a reverence by 
putting on a ſupercilious gravity, looking coily 
and diſcainfully upon all about them ; 'tis ſo far 
from that, that ir gives a ſuſpicion that *tis bur x 
pageantry of greatneſs, ſom muſhrome newly 
ſprung up, that ſtands ſo ſtiff, and ſwells ſo much, 
But inſtead of teaching orhers to keep their di 
ſtance, this faſtidious diſdain invites them to a 
cloſer inſpection, thar if there be any flaw either 
in their life or birth, 'twill be ſure to be diſcover» 
ed, there being no ſuch prying Inquiſitor as cus 
riofity, when 'tis egg d on by a ſenſe of con- 
remr. | 

3. ON the other ſide, if we conſider the e- 
fects of Courtell?, they are quite contrary; it et- 


dears to all , and often keeps up a Reputation inf 


ſpighr of many blemiſhes : a kind look or word 
from a Superior, 1s ſtrangely charming, and an- 
ſerſtbly ſteals away mens hearts from them, Thu 
the Wiſe man refers to Zcclu/.18.16.when he pre 
fers a Word before a Gift. And *tis Plutarch 
gbiervation of Cleomenes King of Sparta , thi 


when. 
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when the Grecians compared- his Aﬀabiliry and 
ealineſs of Acceſs with the ſullen ſtate and pride 
of other Princes, they were ſo enamored with it, 
that they judged him only worthy to be aKing. And 
as there is no certainer, ſoalſo no cheaper way of 
exining love : a friendly ſalutation is as eaſie as a 
frown or reproch z and that kindneſs my be pre- 
ſerved by them, which if once forfeited, will not 
at 2 far greater price be recovered. 

4. BtsI1Dzs, when human viciſſirudes are con- 
ſidered, it may be a point cf Providence tco ; 
the greateſt Perſons may ſomtimes want «fli- 
ſtance from the meaneſt; nay ſomtimes the face 
of affairs is quite changed, and rhe wheel of For- 
tune turns them loweſt that were uppermoſt, and 
proportionably elevates the meaneſt. 'Tis wiſ- 
dom therefore ſo to treat all, as tro leave no im- 
preflions of unkindneſs, ſince ncne is ſo deſpica- 
ble, bur may poſſibly at one time or other have 
an opportunity to retaliate. "Twas therefore a 
prudent as well as an equitable reſolution of rhe 
Emperor, who ſaid he would ſo entertain the ac- 
drefſes of his Subje&s; as, if he were a Subjec, 


| he would wiſh the Prince ſhould entertain him. 


A rule very worthy to ſway all Perſovs of Ho+ 
Nor in their entercourſe With other*. And ſince 
even among Perſons in Command there are de- 
grees, and ſhe which is ſuperior to one, is inferior 
to another; they have a ready way to compare 


J the civility they pay, with that they expedt, Let 
therefore one who meets with a ſcold, neglecatul 


12 Treat- 


76 THE LADIES CALLING. PazrL fs 


— ——_— 
—— Aw ____— -» 


Treatmevrt from any above her, examin her own 
reſentments, and then refle, that if ſhe g1ve the [a 
like to thoſe below her, they will doubtleſs have fb 
the ſame ſenſe ; and therefore let her reſolve ne« | 
ver to offer what ſhe ſo much diſlikes to bear : and Jt 
ſhe that does thus, that makes ſuch inferences, [m 
will convert an injury into a benefit 3 civilize her Ft} 
ſelf by the rudeneſs of others, and make that 1! 
nurture her own diſcipline. al 
5, BuT hitherto we conſider Aﬀability only Jth 
in its ethnic dreſs, as it is a human ornament ; fin 
"twill appear yet more enamoring upon a ſecond Fr 
view, When we look on it as bearing the impreſs of mi 
the Sanctuary, as a divine Vertu. And that it is 6 
capable of being ſo, we have the autority of St. Wd 
Paul, who inſerts 1t in the number of thoſe Chri- 
{!1:n Graces which he recommends to his Roman 
Proſelites 3 conde/cend to them of low eftate, Rom, 
I2, I6. and that we may the better diſcern its va- 0! 
lu, *tis obſervable that he links it with the moſt ve 
eminent Vertu of Humility; for it immediatly IÞl 
follows his Precept of be not high minded. Indeed 
tis nct cnly joined with itas a Friend or Allie, Þa 
bur derived from it as its ſtock and Principle : and 
certainly a more divine extraction it cannot have, {6 
Humility being the Alpha and Omega of Vertues, Ptt 
that which laies the foundation,(without which theÞt: 
moſt towring Strucure will bur cruſh it ſelf withÞa 
Its own weight) and that which pertedts and cons : 
ſunmares the building alſo,ſecures and crownsallÞte 
other Graces z which wnen they are moſt vr De 
all 
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n [and flouriſhing, are like Fonas his gourd, that may 
ie [afford ſome ſhadow and refreſhment for a while, 
re bur are apt to breed that worm which will deſtroy 
» them. When once they are ſmitten with Pride, 
d they inſtantly fade and wither ; ſo neceſſary is bu- 
s, Emiliry both for the acquiring and conſerving, all 
er that 1s good In Us. | 
Il 6, WE may therefore conclude, that courteſic 
and obligingneſs of ' behavior which proceeds 
ly Ethence , is in reſpect of its ſpring and original , 
t; Ninfinirly robe preferr'd before thar which deſcends 
nd from no higher ſtock then natural or prudentia] 
of Ynotives ; and fince tis natural for every produ- 
3s ion tro have ſome ſimilitude to chat which pro- 
St Bduces it , we ſh4ll, find it no leſs exceilent in re- 
ri- ſpe of its properties then irs deſcent, I ſhall in- 
an ſtance only in two, Sincerity and Conſtancy, 
mi 7. Fox the firſt as far as Aﬀability partakes 
va- of Humility. it muſt of Sincerity alſo, that being a 
oft yertu whoſe very elements are plainneſs and fim- 
tly @pliciry : foras ir has no deſigns which want a co- 
ed per ,ſo ir needs none of thoſe ſubrilties and ſimu- 
lie, Þtions , thole pretences and arrtifices requiſite to 
;nd noſe rhat do. Tis the precept of the Apoſtle, 
ve, bil. 2. 3. 1nlowlineſs of mind let each eſteem others 
es, Þ*tter then himſelf , where weſte *tis rhe nature 
theÞ! a lowly mind ro transfer that eſteem to others 
ichPhich he ſubſtracts from himſelf: now where ſuch 
on-F1 eſteem is planted in the hearr, it verifies all 
; allÞe expreſſions and ourward ſignifications of re- 
antÞpect, and renders the greateſt condeſcentions 
and which 
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(which to an inſolent humer may ſeem extrayz- 
gant and affected ) realand unfeigned. n 
8, On the contrary thar courtefie which de: 
rivs no higher then from meer human principle, i 
js not much to be confided in. 'Tis the Pſalmiſ,}* 
affirmation that all men are liars* And therefor" 
there is more then a poſſibiiiry of deceit in theirþ® 
faireſt ſhews. Somtimes we know ſmooth & plaw d 
fible addreſles have bin deſigned as the ſtale yf 
vile and rrecherous practices. The extraordinay 
blandiſhments and endearing behavior of Abſoln 
to the people , was only to ſteal their hearts, anlff 
advance his intended rebellion , 2 Sam. 15. ani 
David tells us of ſome , whoſe words were ſofin 
then butter, having war inthe heart , whoſe warl , 
were ſmoother then oil, and yet were very ſword 
P/al. 55. 21. and God knows this age has norlf* 
much improved in ſincerity, that we ſhould rhillf 
the ſame Scenes are not daily acted over amo 
us. | 
9, BUT beſides zl| theblackerprojeds of tl 
kind, which nothing but the event can derect,thajfſf 
is a lower ſort of this treachery , which is viſibli 
nay ſo avowed, that it 1s one of the moſt comm 
ſubjects of mirth and entertainment , I mean thÞ*1 
of ſcoffing and derifion, a thing too frequent 
mong all , but I fear may ſay very peculiarly 
among Ladies, thoſe at leaſt of the modiſh ſol 
their very civilitiesand carefſzs, being ofren © 
ſign'd to gain matter of ſcorn and laughter, MF 
tual viſits we know are an expreſſion of reſpef" 
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R and ſhould flow from a real kindneſs , but if thoſe 
now in uſe be ſifred, how few will be found of thar 
«| make ? They are at the beſt formal, a tribute ra- 
" therpaid to cuſtom then friendſhip, and many go 
fe} 10 ſee thoſe, for whom they are perfealy indiffe- 
rent whether they find them alive or dead, well 
for lick. Nay very often they are worſe then thus, 
aI6fgnd only to make obſervations, to bolt out 
pfomthing ridiculous wherewith ro ſport them- 
ſelves aSſoon as they are gone ; and leaſt the in- 
jllqueſt ſhould return with a oz inventss, they will 
anJ<cept of the ſlighteſt diſcoveries, the leaſt miſ- 
anff|acing of a word , nay of a hair ſhall be theme 
finſpeough for a Comedy. 
of} 72+ Burif a poor Country Gentlewoman fall 
,jithin thetr circuit, what a ſtock of mirth does 
orfffie afford them, how curiouſly do they anatomiſe 
-hÞErery part of her dreſs, her meen, her diale&,nay 
noÞcrhaps to improve the Scene, will recommend 
et greater abſurdities to her, under the notion of 
c xjjte mode , that ſo ſhe may be the moreample ſub- 
theſſ& of their ſcorn. Such viſits as theſe are bur in- 
 Ghiffidious intruſions, the inſinuations of a ſpy rather 
-madÞ{en the good office of a neighbor; and when 'tis 
n thſemembred how great a portion of ſome womens 
entÞme is ſpent in this kind of diverſion , we muſt 
irlyÞoclude there have a mulritude of ads gon to 
? ſoffake up the habir. I wiſh they would ſeriouſly re- 
cen ft 0N it, and unravel that injurious mirth by a 
. MEnienrial ſadneſs, and either ſpend their time 
eſpeFiter then in viſiting , or elſe direc thelr yiſirs to 


q better 
E 


». 4 


an 


8 THE LADIES CALLING. Parrt.L|: 


better purpoſes: and this they would certainly ds 
if rhey would exchange their meer popular ciyi 
lities (thar kind of paint and varniſhing mans 
ners) for that true Chriſtian condeſcenſion, whichſj 
admirs of no deceit , but isas tranſparent as Dry 
ſus wiſhr his houſe ſhould be , that has no ſecre 
ſcrues and ſprings, to move the eyes or tonguet 
contrary way from the hearr , but 1s in reality all 
that it pretends to be. 

11. A ſecond property of it is Conſtancy , fot 
as ir is true toorhers, foir 1s to 11s ſelf , 'tis fours 
ded on the ſolitieſt of vertues, andis not ſubje@ 
to thoſe light and giddy uncertainties , that tht 
yulgar clviiities are.For he that our of a diſctey 
of his proper worth, has placed himſelf in a ſtate 
of inferiority , will think it nor an arbitrary mati 
ter, buta juſt debt to pay a reſpect ro thoſe 
thinks his betters 3 and an humble mind willit 
every body find ſomthing or other to prefer t6 
himſelf. So that he aCts upon a fixt principle, an ſe 
ts not in danger of thoſe contradictions in hiff 
manners , Which ſhall render him one day ſweaſyj 
and affable, and another ſowre and moroſe. Bulas 
ſuch mutations are frequently incident to tholth 
whoare ſwaied by other motives, ſomrimesalſſth 
intereſt changes , and then the moſt fauning Sycofſhe 
phunt can tranſplant his flatteries, and court 
new Patron ; yea many times to the deſpight alre 
vilifying of the old, Ki 

12. SOMTIMES again,fortune may changeſſo 
2 man may fail from a proſperous to an apl 
| veri 
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jo | verſe ſtate, and then thoſe who were prodigal of 
i: | their civilicies whilſt he needed nothing elſe, will 
n- | withdraw even thoſe from him , leaſt they ſhould 
<| incourage him to demand ſomthing more ; an ex. 
*s periment of this Job made in his friends (or ra- 
ef ther flatterers) whom he ficly Compares to Wine 
et | ter brooks , running over when not needed, but 
all | quite dry when they are, ; 
13+ BuTT the moſt frequent change is that of 

for | fancy and humor , which has a nuch more general 
un | fray then reaſon and judgment. This is ſo obſer- 
ea wable fn the vulgar rabble , that often in aninſtant 
the] they will ſhift paſſions, and hate this hour what 
el they doted on the laſt, Of this all popular ſtates 
ateÞhave afforded many coſtly experiments, but we 
ned nor go farther then the ſacred Story, where 
elf ye find the Acclamations and Ho/annabs of the 
1-t] multitude , quickly converted into crycifie him, 
r tolÞ erucifie hizs, This levity of mind has bin obſerved 
and fo incident to women, that *tis become almoſt pro- 

1 tiff yerbial ; for by how much their paſſions are more 
well yiolent , they are commonly the leſs laſting, and 
Bulſas they are reckon'd among thoſe colder bodies 

hoſthat are particularly influenced by the Moon, ſo 
esaſthey ſeem to bear a great reſemblance to her in 
yFher viciſlirudes and changes ; yer ſtill with a 
urtYgreater degree of uncertainty , for ſhe in all her 
r altfreyolurions obſerves ſome conſtant periads , and 
xecan tell in her wain when ſhe will be ar full, 

mg ſo that ſhe has a kind of certainty even 1n her 
n planetary exrors; but what Ephemerides can be 
verl | K framed 
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framed for ſome womens humors ? who can ref 
how long the preſentwill laſt £ and what will 
the next that will ſucceed ? 

14, I need not bring inſtances of their incons 
ſtancy from that common place of paſſions 
widows , who have leta new love ſail even rhrough{# 
thoſe flouds of tears wherewith they bewaileg 
the old : for ( beſides that that is a caſe where 
poſſibly they may find matter enough for reto 
tion) iris here a little wide from my purpoſs 
which deſigns no' farther inquifition then into»! 
their ordinary converſation , wherein that loved 
variety which is ſo remarkable in rheir habit, the {rl 
diet, their diverſions, extends it ſelf often ol 0 
company , their friendſhips alſo and converſi.}# 
Thoſe inrimacies which rhey cheriſht lately; | 


1 
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quickly grow deſpicable , and at laſt nauſeol 
and conſequently their behavior falls from kind 
and civil, to cold and diſdainful. x} doubt nd 
this has often bin Proved by many of thoſe hu. of 
ble companions , which officioufly attend rhew& 
who cannot alwaies fix themſelves,no not by tho 
2tteries that firſt introduced them ; ſome ne 
_ comer perhaps has better refined rhe Art 
anddo's the ſame thing more acutely and ingfy; 
niouſly , and then the old one is to be urk ol q 
as too groſs a Sr be nargpt ; or if they have bin % 
happy as to light upon ſome of a more generoly-. 
tenper, Who inſtead of a ſervile compliance wit bl 
their humor, and high characters of their wort Bo 
encertain them with the true images of themſelyey]; 
and 
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| l and endevor to make what others only ſpeak 


m , this is that unpardonable crime which for- 
its all degrees of favor , and does not only a- 
Fl xerts but incenſe. A faithfull Monitor is as unac- 
| 6 zptable as a true Looking-glaſs to a deformed 
erſon, which at the beſt will be ſer aſide, and 
al ſtapes well if not broken z and while great per- 
ons diſpence their favors or their frowns by ſuch 
xrverſe meſuresas theſe, they will be ſure to do 

30 unjuſtly, as well as unconſtantly. | 
"J” 15. I am far from making this an univerſal 
-eharge , Iknow there are women of the higheſt 
2} quality, that guide themſelyes by other rules, thax 
if are deaf toall the ſongs of Sirens , and have the 
off prudence to. valy a ſeaſonable reproof before the 
vl woſt extravagant Panegyric 3 but this is owing to 
XI that hunulity which 1 am now recommending , 
»ll;yithour which 'tis as impoſſible for greatneſs to 
no be proof-againft flattery,, as it is for a Pinnace 
I vith ſpreading fails, anda violent guſt of wind, 
af jo ſail ſteddily withour ballaſt. And rhe frequent 
0. Fant of this is it which makes it no leſs frequent 
- (0 thoſe unevenneſles and inequalities in bes 
ior ; thoſe partialities in diſpenſing even the 
commoneſt civilities , which I haye now repre- 

12 Pl fenced. 

of - x6. Anp ſure 'tis none of the meaneſt attri- 
utes due to that excellent vertu of humility that 
jj it can thus fix and poiſe the mind, cure thoſe ver- 
| tigoes and giddy humors , incident to thoſe wha 
veel ae mounted aloft: and above all that it is a ſure 
and R 3 antidote 
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Antidote againſt rhe moſt infinuating poiſon of|an 
flattery , a holy ſpel or amuler againſt the venom| as 
of a Parafire,which the Philoſopher juſtly calls thi] Þ 
worſt of tame beaſts,as a DetraQor is of wild : Het 
being indeed a kind of vulture, in the way of ſtis[|oþ 
zure,noleſs then ravine, who firſt picksout theeiet|ft 
of that which he deſigns to prey upon ; ſuffering]an 
not the perſon concern'd, to ſee any thing of that ou 
deſtruction which he is to feel. And certainly none wi 
of the ominous Birds!, no night-Raven or ſcreeckm 
Owle can abode half ſo diſmally as rheſe doi 
meſtic Birds of prey, which are not only preſagesin 
bur inſtruments of ruine whereſoever rhey haunt 

17. *T 15 therefore the univerſal concernwffWi 
_ thofe that are grear and proſperous, ro chaſe rhenſ#: 
away , 45 Abraham cid the Fowles from his Sacifhſh 
fice, Gen, 15.11, but yer more peculiarly ſo fit 
thoſe to whom fortune has given a ſudden riſe, andk 
unexpected grandeur, they being of all others 861 
moſt obnoxious to this ſort of Harpies. The ſut«ſſ)i 
Prizes of proſperity do no 'leſs diſturb rhe judgs[ 
ment then thoſe of adverſity : and as one who (il 
in an inſtant ſnatcht up ro ſome high Tower , is 
amazed to ſee himſelf there , that he has no jultſſtt 
meſure of the altirude , bur thinks every thingſſt 
farther below him then it-is; ſo they rhat aſcendth 
ro greatneſs by ſwift and rapid motions , hawſſtl 
rhelr neads ſo turned that they are apt to oyerJſ 
valu it; and to look with contemt on thoſe whaſſe 
before perhaps they thought worth: their envie;tr 
And on a mind rhus prepared , flattery may mak) 

of ia Stead, "any 
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effany impreſſions, it ſuborning even Providence 
omasa witneſs on its fide, and inferring from the 
hel Dignities obtained, the tranſcending merit of the 
Hef obtainer, A piece of Sophiſtry which the ſlighteft 
es obſerver may eaſily confute, all Ages giving in- 
ietfances of thoſe whoſe Vices have preferred them, 
ng and by a ſtrange Chimiſtry have extrated Honor 
hat out of infamous as, Yet to a mind poſleſt 
Me vith its own admiration, this ſhall paſs for a de- 
<> {monſtration : ſo trecherousa thing is Pride, thar 
Jo fit: combines with all who deſign to cheat us : and 
eg indeed *t1s not only an acceſſary, but .the princi- 
ntzpal; none being in danger by others flatteries, 
10] vho are not firſt ſeduced by their own. 
en4.18. I T will therefore be a point of Wiſdom 
fir all Perſons of Honor to encreaſe their cauti- 
) fl t6 With their fortune, and as they multiply their 
ndFkerinues without, ſo eſpecially to inforce their 
teI6urd within, that they become nor ſlaves to their 
utedwn Greatneſs, fix not themſelves in ſuch a po- 
dire of State, as to become immovable to all rhe 
0 bſfffices of Humanity and Civility ; nor think that 
sſh[their admiſſion to Greatneſs is upon the ſame 
juſtterms on which the Jews were wont to receive 
injfltdeir Proſelites, that they muſt renounce all 
endtheir former relations;but to remember that they 
awfſtiffer no more from others then as a counter ſer 
erin the place of thouſands or hundreds, does from 
vhojene ſer in the place of tens or units. A little 
vieItranſpoſition may quite alter the caſe ; or hows 
akgſFyer, whey they are all taken off the ſcore, they 
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are then indiſcriminatly tumbled together, and” 
one has noprecedence of another, eirher in placeſ/ 
or valu. So undiſcernible will be the difterencs 
between the greateſt Queen, and the meaneſt Ser.| 
vant, when Death, that great Leveller, ſhall hay: 
m3xt them ; there will be no inquiſition in theſs: 
Grave who came embalmed, or perfumed thither 
And, as a Learned man ſays, the Ulcers of Ls rs 
Xarus will make as good duſt as the Paint of Ju..* 


zebel. iQ ſi 
I9, Bu r Ifhall be thought to have out+1 wh ah 
my Subjed, or inſtead of that amiable Image 
Afﬀability, and univerſal Obligingneſs, the grails. 
Ornament of Life, introduce the grim 2nl. N 
of Death , that ſullen Executioner , whom, nt Þ' 
Gifts, no Praiers can mollifie. Yer I cannot yiek 
it wholly impertinent; for, as its final ſira 4 
curesSall the infirmities of the body, ſo the ford: 
ſight and contemplation of it is as much a @ _ 
tholicon for all rhe maladies of the mind elpt};v 
cially that of inſolence and diſdain, For ſure rhe ff 
cannot much pride themſelves in any exaltatign 
that remember they muſt finally fall into the dull, 
nor arrogantly deſpiſe others, who conſider thatſ,, 
themſelves ſhall one day be inſulted over bl, 
worms and inſe&s. Such mental deſcents intdf 
the vaulr or charnel-houſe, are the beſt diſciplinat 


for the demeanor in other places, according il 


the admonition of the Wiſe man, Remember thi. | i 
end, and thou ſhalt n:ver do amiſs, 
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theſ: 
Ul, ASTLY, To compleat and crownall 6- 
Lf , ther Excellencies, nothing is ſo proper, {o 
Fi neceſſary as Piety and Devotion. This is the 
ft which ſeaſons all Sacrifices ; yea, the Altar 
Which ſanRities the Gift, no good Chow ſplendid 


W 3 


- Mſpever in the fight of man) being acceptable to 
FG0d.till it be thus conſecrated , & have this ſeal of 
"If the San&uary upon it: This isa Vertu truly 
\ jvine, as well in its original agits end ; for as 
Jt comes from Heayen, (1s an afflation of the 
Phlefſed Spirit) ſo it tends thither alſo, and thi- 
Fther raiſes its Voraries. This is it which ſubli- 
( mates and ſpiritualizes Humanity, defecates and 
MIrefines it from all the dregs of mortality, and ſo 
MN xings our earthly lumpiſh nature, that we can 
WMifar aloft to the region of Spirits, and by irs rap= 
| me tires make-ſom ellay of that ſtate of ſeparation, 
Wtven while we are linked to the body. This is ir 
2 which combines us ſo with God, that we have the 
["I[ame intereſts, rhe ſame choices ; nay ir does in a 
fore communicate and enterchange properties 
2 (Ayith him 3 the all-Powerful God ſeems impotent 
nd unable to refaſt irs influence, whilſt ir inveſts 

:[us feeble wretches in a kind of Omnipotence, by 


Cl engaging bim for us who can. do all things. 
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Pe CET 


2. Now this Piety may be conſidered eitherþy 
in a larger, or more limited ſenſe : in the former 
"tis as wide as the whole ſcheme of Duty, not cons 
fined to any one aR, but extended to all the comfy 
mands of God. For as the animal Spirit diffuſe 
its ſelf into all the moſt diſtant members of theſ 
body ; ſo this more vital Principle has as uni 
verſal an influence on the mind, ſtamps that with, 
ſuch an admiration and reverence of God, ſuchaſ 
love and complacency in him,thar every act is (af; 
leaſt habitually) defign'd to obey and gloritief} 

3. In the more limited ſenſe, Piety is taken 
for our more immediate entercourſe with God, infy 
things purely divine, as Adorations, Praieryſhe 
Aſpirations, and all pantings and breathings dfiſe 
the ſoul after him; and in this notion *ris moreſyn 
particularly called Devotion. And this 1s cotſfd: 
prehended in the other, as a part in the wholeyſpr 
nay indeed, as an efied in irs cauſe ; for whereſor 
Piety has not firſt formed and modelled rhe ſoulfas 
there can be no true Devotion. External formiſy; 
of it there may be, but that is but ceremony andyh 
pageantry, the moſt ſubmiſſive proſtrations anwi! 
there but like that of Dagon before the Ark, thiſpri 
fall of a hveleſs trunk; rhe moſt elevated eyeth 
bur a kind of convulfive motion, and the molſpa! 
rigid mortifications , but like the cutrings aning 
launcings of Baal's Prieſts. Of this the yverffare 
Hearhen had ſom notion, and therefore in there 
warſhips had many preparatory —E——_ o 
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erfiyfbration, and purifying, as being conſcious of 
Khhe incongruity, thar holy Perſons ſhould be 2d- 
Mairted ro Sacred things. And accordingly S0- 
Me;yates has excellently (I had almoſt ſaid Evange- 
{esfjically ) defined, the be$} way of wor ſhipping God, to 
theſe the doing what he commands. Indeed withour 
n&hhis, cur Devorion is meer ſtratagem and defien : 
thive invoke God as we uſe to cajole men, only to 
nafferve a preſent turn; and of ſuch difingenious 
(addrefles, *ris eaſy ro read the evenr, or if we can= 
1tiefor, Solomon will inſtruet us, Prov. 18. $8. The 
Praters of ihe wicked are an abomination to the Lord. 
kenfſ-:4. T o treat cf the ſeveral branches of Pie- 
,nffyin the firſt notion , 1s not agreable to the in- 
erſhended brevity of this Treatiſe ; nor neceflury, 
$ Mfſbecauſe there are ſo many diſtin&t Tracks extant 
10ffon that Subject ; yer I ſhall the more cloſely to 
olladapt ir to my female Readers, obſerve the 
olegfpropriety of it tro women, not only as it is their 
1erefereateſt ornament and advantage, but eſpecially 
oulſjzs they have ſomwhar more of prediſpoſition 10- 
rWwards it in their native temper, Ged's Laws, 
andwhich are the rule of Piety, have this common 
affwith mens, that they are inforced upon us by the 
, tiprepoſals borh of puniſaments and rewards, by 
eyethat means engaging two of our moſt ſentible 
molJpaſſions, Fear and Love ; and the female $2x be- 
anding eminent for the pungency of borh rheſe, they 
yerffire conſequently the berter prepared for the ims- 
thelopreſſions of Religion. 
es 0 | 
ſtra L | 5, THis 
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s, THIS is ſo much acknowledged, that ow 
maſculine Atheiſts make an ill uſe of it, and are 
willing to think that Religion owes its force ons 
ly to the impotence of the ſubject on which ipo 
works, that 'tis only an impoſition upon the eaſyſſnl 
creduliry cf women, and are content to alloyſþt 
them the incloſure of ir wherein, tho they ſuf.Þt 
clently ſhew their contemt of Piery, yer theyſjil 
unawares give a greater honor to that Sex then 
they intend, whilſt they confeſs it more capableſſit 
of an aſſimilation to the ſupreme Goodneſs, andſſ 
of the renewal of God's Image (for to that all 
Piery 1s deſign'd) then their own. And therefore 
women have ſo lirtle reaſon to be aſhamed, that 
they ought to glory in the conceſſion, and grate«ſſit 
fully to celebrate the goodneſs of God to' rhemſi 
who, as he brings light out of darkneſs, ſo confi! 
verts their natural infirmities into a means of ſpi-Þ} 
ritual ſtrength, makes the impotencies and des 
fects of their nature ſubſervient to the operation: 
of Grace ; and by confecrating their very Paſt 
ſions, makes even thoſe Gibeonites ſerviceableſ® 
to the Tabernacle, But then 'tis to be rememsſ? 
bred , that the greater 1s their obligation to" 
comply with this deſign of Gods, to let their pal 
ſions run in the channel he has cut for them; ſoto| ' 
confine their Fear and Love to ſpiritual ObjedtsP* 
thar taey make no inordinate eruptions to auf 
thing elſe, bur in all their «ſtimatiens of rhingpN 
dreadful or deſirable, ro give ſtill the juſt defeque 
rence to that wiiich is eternal. KJ 


6, AND 
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ould. 6. AND, as Women in General have this ad- 
areſuntage towards Flety, and obiigation to it; ſo 
on-[jarticularly thoſe ot Quality, who we may ſup- 
h irflpoſe ro have generally a more early inſtitution and 
affinſtruction in it then thoſe of a meaner rank: and 
loyſbelides, have afterwards more opportunities of 
ſyf.ring built up in the knowledg of their duty, 
hey md ( by the help of an ingenious education ) 
henf(dearer apprehenſtons to diſcern it yz and when 
2blefſihey do ſo, have greater obligations to perform 
anglit, both in reſpect of God, of others, and them- 
all elves. | 

fore] 7- 1 N reſpec of God they have the greateſt 
thafic of gratitude, nor only for the common mer- 
ateeſdes which they partake, with the reſt of man- 
enfſind, but for thoſe peculiar, by which they are 
-onfſifterenced from others; of which, if they want 
fp juſt valu, let them ask themſelves how willing 
dedfitey would be to part with them , how ſhe thar 
tions fed delicarly, would like to be deſolate in the 
Paſſreet, or ſbe that bas b;n brought up in Scarlet, to 
ableſmbrace the Dung bill, Lam. 4.5. and according 
emf the averſion they find to ſuch a change, ler 
1 totem eſtimate their preſent enjoiment, and the 
paſſankfulneſs it exacts. | 

ot 5. Secondly, in regard of others, their Piery 
edsÞackt with their ſecular advantages, may be of a 
aufore extenſive benefit; they have many oppor- 
ingÞmiries of doing good by their intfluente 09 0+» 
Lefeers ; or if no way elſe, yet the ſplendor of their 
_ Fample, will by the eminency of their conditions 
AND {hine 
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ſhine (as a light on ſom high Tower) more per mi 
ſoicuoully, anc guide many into the ſame path off ty, 
Vertu. And certainly *tis no ſmall obligation th 
that lies on them in this reſpect; for God, whoſl mi 
does nothing without an end worthy of his wif. w: 
dom, can never be thought ro have ſelected ſonfl of 
perſons as the obje&s of his bounty, meerly that by 
they may ſwill and glur themſelves with ſenſulfſ ts 
pleſures. No doubtleſs, he who is the great Maſf w 
ſter of the Univerſe, diſpoſes all things for com] to 
mon benefit; and therefore, if He have place t 
ſom in 2n ligher Orb then others, ir is that theyÞ it 
may have an auſpicious infiuvence on thoſe belovf ir 
them; andif they fail in this, they are no long b 
Stars bur Comets, things of ominous and unluciyÞ ti 
abode ro all «hour them. I might enlarge on thi 
Subjzet, but having don it already in the Gentlef r 
mans Calling, I ſuppoſe it unneceſſary, fince ua F 
Part 15 equally adapted ro both S-xes. V 
9. IN he.laſt place, they have ali obligation wh] g 
Piery, in reſpect cf themſelves, and that in tvoff 1 
conſiderations; the firſt, of their preſent dar » 
cer ; me ſecond, of their final account. Fol} c 
their danger, "vis evident they do not more out | 
number their inferiors in any thing then in the | 
opportunities, nay ſoliicitations to fin, Wealllf | 
and Honor have many ſnares, and which is worſe 
do often dipole the mind to ſuch an heedieſs {& 
CUrity , that it rakes no care to avoid them : and 
as 1N the body, the diſeaſes cf replerion are fat 
mors numerous then thoſe of emrineſs, ſo we 
| min 
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mind is oftner vitiated by affluence and proſperi- 
ty, then by indigence and adverſity. It becomes 
therefore thoſe who are ſo ſurrounded with ene- 
mies to fortifie themſelves: and that they can no 
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| way do, but by a ſincere Piety , that whole Armor 


of God which the Apoſtle deſcribes, ph. 6.13. 
bywhich alone they may repel all the darts of tem- 
tations; Day not only ward the blow, bur wreſt the 


| weapon out of Satans hand, ſo that when he urges 


to them the opportunities, the impunity which 
their wealth and greatneſs gives them to be bad, 
they may retort his Argument,& by a wholſomer 
inference colle& thence their great obligation to 
be good, and rhat not only upon the ſcore of gra- 
titude ( tho that were enough to an 1ngenious 
ſoul) bur in the ſecond place ot intereſt alſo, in 
reſpe& of that account they muſt finally give. 
for rho God be not an unjuſt exacor to reap 
where he has nct ſowed, yet he is not ſo negli- 
gently profuſe , as ro do that v hich no prudent 
man will do, ſcatter his gcods promiſcuoully, 


| withour taking notice where they fail ; bur as he 


diſpences all things by a particular providence, fo 


| he does it toaparticularend , and will exact as 


particular an account how that end has bin com- 
plied with. | 
10, IT is a ſmart exprobraticn of Geds to 


f Yracl, Ezek, 16,17, 18,19. tharſhe had ſacrile- 


giouſly emploied his /lver and gold, hi oil , his 
flower and hony which he had given her in the ſer- 


vice of her [iols , by which as we may ſee he rakes 


nOtICE 
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notice how we diſpoſe cf our temporal poſſeſ.| 


ſions , ſo it ſhews us how the enditement will pro- 
ceedagainſt all thoſe who ſopervert their uſe. With 
what confuſion muſt they appear at the great Au. 
dit who can give no other account of their re. 
ceits, but that they conſumed them upon their 
luſts, waged war againſt God with his own treſure, 
and bin as well thieves as rebels? What a Lucife- 
rian fall will they have from their honors, who 
have endeyored to undermine Gods ? thought 
themſelves too great to pay him homage, and by 
their prophane and vicious example , induced a 
contemt of him ? In ſhort what a retaliation of 
inverſions will there then be?choſe that have rurn- 
ed Gods grace into wantonneſs, converted his 
bounty into the fuel of their pride and luxury, 
ſhall then have their glory turn'd into ſhameztheir 
rl1ots and exceſſes into the want of a drop of Wa 
ter,and ſhall retain nothing of their greatneſs, but 
the guilt, rhe grating remembrance of having abu- 
ſed thoſe temporal bleſſings , which if well manas 
goed might have received them into everlaſting 
habjtations. How neceſſary then is it for all who 
have receiv dſo much upon account, to be often 
reflecting on it, examining whar charges the great 
owner has impoſed upon ſo ample an income? 
what God requires of them for whom he hath don 
ſo much ? And this is particularly the buſineſs of 
Piery , which in all the forementioned reſpects, 18 
as the uſctalleſt , ſo the nobleſt accompliſhment of 
greatnels. ba 

11, And 


\ [. 
el< 
0* 
Ith 
Us 


&cT. V. Of Piety. '& 


- 11. AND ſuch it hath bin accounted vill this pro- 
phane Age of ours, which has removed all the 
boundaries of the former , reverſt even the in- 
ſins of nature, and will not leave us ſo much of 
Religion as had rhe very worſt of Heathens., For 
how erroneous ſoever they were in the choice of 
their Deities , they alwaies honored and reve« 


 Irenc'd thoſe they choſe , committed moſt of their 


enormiries in obedience not 1n afiront to them : 
dd not aſſign them votaries as Feroboam did his 
Prieſts of the meaneſt of the people , but thoughr 
themſelves dignified by theirſervice, and eſteem« 
editan infamy not to be pious, Burt alas now we 
daies make other eſtimates , Religion 1s ſo abje& 
ſo contemtible a thing, as is thought fit to in- 
fluence none that are great either in parts or qua= 
lty : and therefore tho too many are willing to 
propriate it to women , upon the firſt account, 
us the Goſpel is the fooliſhneſs of preaching, 1 Cor. 
[, 21. yet they make exceptions upon thelatter, 
and are not willing to afford it any of the nobler 
Proſelites even of that Sex. 

12. I doubt not there are many Lecures read 
ſuch, to fortifie them againſt all inypreſſions of 
plety,ro raiſe out the common notion of a God,6: 
n order to that to depoſe his Vicegerent within 
them, difcard their conſcience, that unman- 
terly inmate , which is ſtill ſpeaking what they 
ave no mind to hear, and will be apt ſomrimes to 
Reſtion their grand principle , and tell rhem _ 

ve 
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have oy ls. And truly 'tis no wonder if the abetl. he 
ters of Arheiſin rake this courſe ; for ſince they 
have no ſolid foundation of truth or reaſon , "wy, 
but necefſary they ſupport their Party by Auto. 
rity; the countenance and applauſe of Great Per. 
ſons,and God knows they have too much ſucceed. 
ed in the deſign. Bur, in the mean time, what ſe, 
cnrity do they give for the rruth of rheir pre. ,y 
renfions? We know 'tis ſtill required of thoſe}y, 
that will practice upon other peoples concerns]; 
that they purin caution to ſecure the owner fron pc 

81 
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damage, Bur alas, what gage can they give for 

a ſou: ? Who can contrive a form of Indemniy} 
where that js the thing hazarded ? | 
13. Tis eaſy indeed for one of theſe Apoſtlef 
cf Sathan, to tell a Lady thar ſhe has norhing tw 6 
do bur to indulge to her pleſure; that 'tis the] g; 
extremeſt folly to be frighted from a preſent en-ſ];, 
joiment, by a fear of I know not what future 
{marr; thar God, and Sin, and Hell, are but names fl q 
certain Mormos and Bug-bears conjur'd up by 
Divines, ro work upon her fear, and abuſe hey 
creduliry. This , and much more of this kind 
may be ſaid, and 1 doubt cfien 153 bur all thi, 
while the queſtion is begg'd, and a ſtrong; 
affirmation pe? paſs for proot: for 1 defieff 
all the Doctors ct Atheiſm to make any de 
monſtration of their Tenet; and yet, rhougl{ 
they prerend to no Demonſtration themþ 
ſelves, Religion muſt be condemned meerly fot] g 
the 
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th the want of it: thar is for not making ſpiritual 
©Ithings liable ro ſenſe, for diſtinguiſhing between 


her 
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uf }elief and ſcience ; which is indeed for doing the 


noſt reaſonable thing i inthe world , viz. the re- 


' nitting every objedt ro the tral of its proper fa- 


culry : and they who ſuſpect it upon thar account, 
may by the ſame kind of Logic wrangle us out of 
al our ſenſes, may perſwade us we hear ncthing 
becauſe the eye diſcerns not ſounds , thar we taſt 
not , becauſe the ear underſtands not ouſts and ſa- 
yrs, and ſo on to the reſt. 

"14. AND yer this is the bottom of thoſe Ar- 


guments Which the great pretenders to reaſon 


make againſt Religion , andin the mean time have 
little ingenuity as to exclaim on the light cre- 
wliry of fools and women , that embrace rhe di- 
Gates of faith , whilſt the ſame inſtant they exa& 


*Jamore implicit aſſent to their negative Articles, 


their no Religion. A ſtrange magiſterial confi- 
dence ſo to impoſe on this Age, what 1s ſo univer- 
ally contradiftory to all former , and to the com-. 
mon verdict of mankind, For 'tis obſervable 
through all rhe ſucceſſions of men, that there were 
tever any ſociety,any colleive body of Arheiſts; 
; ſingle one perhaps might here and there be 
found (as we ſomtimes ſee monſters-or miſhapen 
birchs) bur for the generaliry they had alwaics ? 
ſuch inſtin&s of a Deity , that they never thought 
they ran far enough from Atheiſm; bur rather 
eooſe to multiply their Gods , to have roo many 
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then none at all: nay were apt to deſcend to the 
adoration of things below themſelves, rather then 
to renounce rhe power aboye them. By which we 
may ſee rhat rhe notion of a God is the moſt in. 
delible character of natural reafon, and therefore 
whatever pretence our Atheiſts make to. ratiocinge 
tion and deep diſcourſe , it is none of that primi- 
tive fundamental reaſon coetaneous with our hu. 
manirty ; bur is indeed a reaſon fir only for thoſe 
who own themſelves like the beaſts thar periſh. 
15, BUT admit we could. be more bountiful 
to them , and allow their opinion. an equal pro- 
bability with our Faith, yet eventhis could never 
Juſtifie any body in point of prudence,that ſhould 
adhere to them. Common diſcretion teaches; ug 
that where twopropoſitions have an equal appet« 
rance of truth , there ts no rational inducement 
to prefer one before the other, till we have exa- 
mined rhe conſequences, and find ſomthing in. the 
one which may over-polſe and outweigh the cons 
trary. Now in all things that concern practice, | | 
there are no motives ſo confiderabte,, either to in-l 
vite or avert, as advantage cr danger. | 
16. LEr usapply his to the preſent caſe, andſto: 
examine the pretenſions of the Arheiſt and theſh 
Chriſtian in both reſpe&ts, Burt firſt we are to re«| 
member, that both advantage and danger are to beÞro 
viewed under a double notion, either as preſeutſie 
oras future. The former is the Atheiſts moſt pro 
per ſubje&, and indeed all he can pertinentlyh 8 
ſpeak| " 
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ie | ſpeak to , who profeſſes hiniſelf only a man of this 
21n | world. Here he will rel us that rhedisbelief cf God 
re | «nd another life, is the great enfranchiſer of man- 
n= [kind , ſers us at liberry from thar thraldom, thoſe 
re | Bonds wherewith -our ſuperſtiricus fears had fet- 
& ter 'd us, that it ſuperſedes all thoſe nice and per- 
ti» {plexing inquiries of lawful and unlawful, and 
we {reduces all our inquifitions only to this one , how 
| [ve ſhall moſt pleaſe our ſelves. The glutzon need 
- Unot put a knife to his rhroat , but is only toput an 
ul dg upon his palate. The drunkard need not re- 
o+ ffrain his cups , but only rake care that rhey be fil- 
ed with the moſt delicious 1iquor, The wanton 
Seed fiot pull-out his eye, but only contrive to 
us poſſeſs what that remrs him to deſire ; and in a 
2a [word ncne of our appetites need be reſtrain'dy 
nt ut ſatisfied. And this uncontrol'd licentiouſneſs, 
a fthis brutiſh Hberty , is that /ummum bonum, that 
the Fapreme happineſs which they propoſe to them- 
= Fees, and to which they invite others, 
«,f 17. On the other ſide the Chriſtian 1s not 
It [without his claim to a preſent advantage, tho of a 
fir differing nature : heis not fo prepciterousas 
od [to think it a preferment to fink below his kind ; 
thefts aſpire to an aſſimilation with meer animals, 
re- [hich is the utmoſt rhe former amounts to, but he 
 bepropoſes to himſelf the ſatisfaction of a man ; 
eltfitoſe delights which may entertain his reaſon not 
rofis ſenſe , which conſiſt in the recirude of a well 
yhform'd mind, His Religion is the perfeazſt 
eakheme of Morality , and makes him a Philoſo- 
pher 
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pher without the help of the Schools, it reachaſef 
him the art of ſubduing his appetites, calming hizſjo: 
paſſions, and in a word makes him Lord of hingſfp 
ſelf; and by that gives himall the pleſures whichſur 
reſult from ſuch a ſoveraignty. Nor is he totallyſjot 
void even of the pleſures of ſenſe , which in msſſnic 
ny inſtances are greater to him then to thoſe than 
moſt court them. Tenperance cooks his courſe 
diet toa greater guſt, then all their ſtudied mixhc 
xures;z chaſtity makes one lawful embrace more: 
grateful to him, rhen all the nauſearing variety dfj;rc 
their unbounded luſts ; and contentment ſwellſjjot 
his mite into a talent , makes him richer then theſſ{l 
Indies would do if he deſired beyond them. Norfno 
is It a contemrible benefir that his moderationſze: 
gives him an immunity from thoſe ſenſitive painsſl: 
which oft bring up the rear of inordinate ſenſulſſpl 
pleſures.So thar his condition even ſer in the worliga 
light in that very particular wherein the Arheillſſtu: 
moſt triumphs over him, is not ſo deplorable gh 
115 repreſented. - mc 
13, BuT if it were, he has pleſures that woullſth 
infinitly overwhelm that ſmarr , and that not onlÞtn 
in his reaſon (as hath bin ſaid before) bur in biju 
more ſublime diviner part , ſuch irradlations fronſth 
above, ſuch antepaſts of his future bliſs ,ſuch ac 
quieſcence in acalm & ſerene conſciencegs is verſe 
cheaply bought with all he can ſuffer here. I knoyſſti 
the profane laugh ar theſe things as Chimera's ans] 
the illuſfians of a prepoſlcſſed fancy(& truly if thef't 
were ſq, they might yet come in balance with manſſth 


i j 


ws. ow = COEI— ed — 
— . - K 


' Iz T. V. of Piety. 9 3 


hef their pleſures which are as much owing to opi- 
hisfjion -and imagination: ) but if we conſider whar 
n-ſſupports they have given under the heavieſt preſ- 
uchIſures , how they enabled the primitive Martyrs, 
lyJior only ro ſuffer, but even to courtall that is for- 
n»{nidable tro human nature, we cannot think thar 
hatſa meer phantaſtic imaginary joy could deceive 
ſeltthe ſenſe of ſuch real, ſuch acute torments. And 
WJtho in this great declination of zeal, there be 
orfferhaps few that can prerend to thoſe higher de- 
”Aſhnrees of ſpiritual raptures, yet certainly were the 
ellfjores of all devour perſons colleted , rhey would 
tleJill concur in this t. ſtimony, that even in rhe com- 
Norfinon offices of -Piery, the ordinary diſcharge of a 
1oncod conſcience,there is an infinitly greater com-' 
anfplacence , a higher guſt and reliſh rhen in all the 
ſulfpleſures of ſenfe. Bur of this the moſt irrefra- 
oflifiable witneſſes are thoſe who from great volup- 
ilftuaries have turned devotes, and I dare appeal to 
eg]their experience , whether of the two ſtates is the 
noſt pleſant. I wiſh thoſe who will not believe 
uldſthis on others words , would themſelves make the 
nlftrial, andrill rhey do fo they are notoriouſly un- 
 bfjuſt to pronounce that a fiction , of whoſe reality 

rolthey refuſe to make proof, 
ac} 19, B Y what hath bin ſaid, ſome eſtimate may 
renſbe made which bids faireſt (the Atheiſt or Chri- 
noffſtian) as to preſent temporal felicity : bur alas 
anquhar an allay, what a damp is it to felicity ro ſay 
thefſ'tis temporal , yer we may give it a term below 
aofthat, and ſay *tis momentary. For fince our _” is 
q) Qs 
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ſo, nothing rhat depends on that can be othewÞ 
wiſe, and yet in this ſhallow bottom the irreligi 
ous embark their all. For, as to all future ad 
vantage, 'tis their Principle to diſclaim it, they 
diſcern no reward for blameleſs ſouls, Wifd. 2. 2uÞ* 
So that in this. particular the Chriſtian does notfÞ* 
compare with, but triumph over them. He kno 
that if his earthly houſe of this Tabernacle be diff 
ſolved, he hath a building of God; an Houſe wtf 
made with hands.,eternal in the Heavens, 2 Cor... 
That when he parts with his life, he does not ref 
ſign his happineſs, but ſhall receive it infiniely iP 
proved both in degree and duration. And nowſ 
certainly *tis viſible enough which: opinion proſe 
poſes the fairer hopes, and conſequently whidF 
(ſuppoſing bur an equal probability of truth) uf 
the moſt inviting. Wi 

20. Bur ſom ſpirirs there are ſo ignoble,Þ* 
that the moſt glorious Prize cannot animate* 
them; that like a ſwine, the muſcles of whok[" 
cles, they ſay, permit him not to look upwards[* 
is not concerned in all the felicities above, bitf* 


would at a venture refign his ſhare in rhoſe, ſo xe 
may ſecurely enjoy his husk and draff. Bur yetſ* 
even theſe who are uncapable of the more gene-P 
rous reſentments, may be apt enough to the more 
ſervile ;' and danger may fright, tho glory cannot} 
allure them. Ir concerns ſuch therefore to convF* 
pare the miſchiefs which each Opinion threaten! 
to their oppolits, and from thence make an eſti] 
mate which is ſafeſt to be choſen. And here . T 
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4 The Atheiſt himſelf caſt up the account of the dan- 
ers conſequent to Chriſtianity, and ir can all a« 
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2d ,400unt but to this, the deprivation (or rather mo» 
hey ion) of ſom preſent ſenſual pleſures, or the 
2x ſucurring of ſom preſent ſenſitive pains ; the 


brmer in the daily exercile of Temperance, and 
- A ortification 5 the latter, (more rarely and oft- 
1+ er in putpoſe then ac) the ſuifering for Righte= 
\Iuſneſs ſake. And bork theſe the Chriſtian bal- 
Faces, nay out-weighs by two more important 
reſent hazards on the other fide. To the for- 
«er, he oppoſes the danger of being enſlaved to 
Me brutiſh part of a mans ſelf, a thing ſo de- 
-Yorable even in the judgment of humanity, rhar 
MLWriters of Ethics have uniformly declared no 
«M&mility to be ſo ſordid and intolerable, as that 
{the vicious man to his Paſſions and Luſts. To 
Fi latter, he confronts the miſchief of being a 
ave ro every man elſe ; for ſuch he certainly is, 
om the fear of ſuffering can baffle out of any 
ing he thinks.juſt and honeſt, For if all rhe 
Metin the World could ſucceſſively have the pow- 
to afflict him, they would alſo have to command 
yet rule him ; and what can be more abject, more 
ene:f40w the dignity of hunran nature, then to have 
noref Pirit alwaies prepared for ſuch a ſervitude? 
-notf{lides, even the urmoft ſufferings which Chri- 
-om-FAnty can at any time require, is outvied daily 
tens} the effects of luxury and rage; and for one 
efti.Þa has opportunity to be a Martyr for his God, 
e leffMtands become ſo to their Vices.. 
rhe 21. If 
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21, IF from the preſent we look forward ff 
future dangers, the Atheiſt muſt here be rfl P 
ly filentzhe cannot ſay that the Chriſtian are thi 
life ſhall be in any worſe eſtate then himſelf, fineÞ* 
he concludes they ſhall both be the ſame nothin} 14 
But the Chriſtian threatens him with a more diff 
mal ſtate, he allows him indeed a being, yea # 
erernal one 3 burtir is only ſuch as qualifies hin 
fora miſery as eternal; the worm that never die 
rhe fire unquenchable, where all the exceſſes offfi® 
his ſhort pleſures ſhall be revenged with more exif 
ceſſive, endleſs torments : his ſenſes which wen 
here the only organs of his felicity, ſhall rhenb| 
(tho not the only) the very ſenſible mediums of 
his wretchedneſs, and that conſcience which If 
here ſuſpended from its office, ſhall then take olf + 
its arrears, and return all its ſtifled admonitioff F: 
in perpetual horrors, and deſperate upbraiding 
I need nor now ſure ask on which ſide the greattf's 
danger lies. 2 

23. To conclude, the reſult of all is, that thi 
tranſitory pleſures of the Atheiſt are over-poiſeſ®! 
even by the preſent ſarisfactions of rhe Piowg 
And the eternity of unbounded, unconceivatk p* 
Joies he expects hereafter, comes in ex abwndant 
having norhing on the other ſide that offers at 
competition With it. And art the very. ſame rat kr 

..of Proportion we have ſeen the dangers alſo aff! 
ſo, thar we can eaſily compute the urmoſt miſchit t 
our Chriſtiauiry can do us, if it ſhould be: falſef® 
bur the damage of the other is ineſtimable, " 
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Slor the penalty of toſs, and ſenſe, 1 may now 
Khrpea! to common prudence to judg of the vaſt 
iſ equality, and to pronounce, that ſure there had 
xed be ſom great evidence of truth on the A- 
teiſts ſide, to preponderate all theſe diſadvan= 
, ; he's Indeed , nothing much below a demcn- 
ration can juſtify the choice of ſo dangerous 
of _—_— I am fure an equal protabilicy can 
fer do it, where the danger is ſo unequal ; and 
re the verieſt Atheiſt ccnfulted in a ſecular 
aſe of the like circumſtances, he would cerrainly 
Sronounce him a mad man that ſhould make ſuch 
election. How deſperate a phrenſy then is it 
© do 1 It, without ſo much as that equal proba= 
| \ v8 nay indeed, without any probability at 
? And yer this madneſs ſers up for te mono- 
k : al not of Wit only, but Reaſon roo; and by 
"aWfidence and clamor, ſeeks to run down thoſe 
WECUmMents it can never confute. 
23. I may be thought here to have made too 
rihÞue a digrefſion from my proper Subjed, bur 1 
Tr Wor confeſs it ſo; for fince my preſent buſi- 
: ones 15 tO recommend Piety, I can no way do that 
vahl effectually as by ſhewing 1rs conſonancy ro 
miſghr reaſon, eſpecially conſidering the bufie in- 
Jultry 15 now uſed to repreſent it under anos 
 xaifier form, and to alienate from it rhcfe perſons 
© arfioſe Greatneſs may give it any luſter or repute 
ſchi$the World ; of which ſort I ſuppoſe there are 
falſeſ® more frequently artaqued then Women cf 
'botÞality , thar converſe among thoſe who cal! 
fol N theme 
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themſelves the wirs of the Age ; who living in fl. 
infe&ious an air, had need of ſom antidotes «ſn 
bout ther; andif whar I have now offered, apsſt 
pear not forcible enough, (for it pretends not toſi 
the tith of what may be ſaid on the SubjeR) yerſp 
it may at leaſt do them this ſervice, to put -.thenfk 
in mind of what they need, and ſend them to theſif 
fuller diſpenſatories of others. i 

24. AxD thatisthe thing I ſhould earneſth] 
beg of them, that they would be ſo juſt ro theirſſ 
own intereſt, as not to combine with ſeducers fv 
gainſt themſelves ; but if they have bin ſo un 
happy as to lend one ear to them, yet at leaſt noſio 
to give up both to be forced in a ſlaviſh ſubmiſſion 
to their didtates, bur hear what may be ſaid off 
the other fide. And ſure 'tis but a low compog 
ſition for God thus to divide with Sathan, yet 'nc 
that of which his Emiſfaries are ſo jealous that 
*tiS,one of their grand Maxims, that none whito: 
profeſſes Divinity is to be adviſed with ; ann 
therefore by all Arts they are to be rendred elithajte 
ridiculous, or ſuſpeged; ro which methinks maſſe 
be applied that Fable ( which Demoſthenes onagau 
recited to the Athenians,when Alexander demandaſio 
of them to deliver up their Orators)of the Wolwpet 
and the Sheep, who coming to a Treaty, the firÞw 
Article of the Wolves was, that the Sheep ſhouler 
give up their maſtives which guarded them : thpucl 
reſemblance 1s too obyious to need a minute ape: 
plication. ye 
25 Bu 
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fl 25- Bu T this 1s manifeſtly to reverſe all for. . 
 a:[ner-Rules,and to truſt a man rather in any Facul- 
ap-jy.then his own, and would never have prevailed 
r tofin any thing but where the ſoul is concern'd, that 
yetjpoor deſpicable thing whereon alone we think 
1emfitto make experiments. *'Tis ſure, thar if an 
theſbouid diſpute their title to an earthly Poſſeſſion, 
they would not ſo ramely reſign it, nor would 
ſtlyiruſt their own ſelves in its defence, but would 
heirſeonſult their ableſt Lawyers,and, by them, ſift out 
$ very circumſtance that mighr eſtabliſh rheir 
aim. Why ſhould they then ſuffer themſelves 
- notfio be talk'd out of an Heavenly Inheritance, - 
aEmuthout ſo much as once propoſing their doubrs 
WW thoſe whoſe ſtudy and profeſſion it is to reſolve 
lem? Bnr as in all other ills, ſo in this, preven- 
t'ofion 1s better then cure ; and therefore to thoſe 
aſlat are yet untainted, the ſecureſt courſe will be 
a ſtop both ears againſt all profane inſinuations, 
nd to uſe thoſe who temt them to be diſloial to 
heir God, that ſpiritual adultery, as they ſhould 
maſſe thoſe who ſolicit them to the carnal, nor fo 
onaauch as to enter parly, bur with the greateſt in- 
ndafienation deteſt and reje& them. *Tis the ſaying 
olwf the Wiſe man, Prov. 25, 23, that an angry 
e firſfwntenance driveth away a back-biting tongue, And 
houlffertainly, would Grear Perſons look ſcverely on 
: thfich defamers of Religion, they would give ſom 
re agpheck to that impudence of profaneneſs which has 
ven it ſuch a vogue in the World. ' 
5 Bu 
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26. AND ſure this is much rheir Duty to de, | h 

if they own any relation ro that God who. is FP h 
diſhonored, They would think it a very diſinge.|x 
nious thing to ſit by to hear a Friend or Benefa. { 
Gor reviled, and expreſs no diſpleſure ; and ig# 
God ſo friendleſs among them, that only his trad 
ducers and blaſphemers can be patiently heard?[je 
Among the Jews, at the hearing of any Blaſpheſ 
my, they rent their clothes ; but I fear we hay] 
ſom of our nice Dames that would be much morFhi 
concern'd ata rip in their garment, then at theſſi 
rending and violating God's Sacred Name ; andfſh 
could more patiently behold the total ſubverſionſſh 
of Religion, then the diſorder or miſplacing of i 
a lock or riband. Bur ”tis to be hoped there arſe 
not many ſo impious, and thoſe that are not, willſſo 
ſurely think themſelves obliged with all "the an 
power, to diſcountenance all rhe Fautors of iris} 
ligion, whither they be the ſolemn ſedater fonly 
that would argue, or the jollier thar would lh the 
them out of rhejr Faith. 
27. Bu T when they have thus provided aft ea 
g4inſt rhe aſſaults of others, and ſecured the Fpefp he 
eulative part of Religion, they have only eſtaFx 
bliſheda Judicatory againſt themſelves, ſtored upÞnc 
matter of Conviction and Accuſation, if theſÞ6t 
anſwer it not in rhe pradtic, I muſt thereforqn: 
after this long excurſion, return ro my firſt Pointgith 
and beſeech them ſcriouſly to weigh the obligayite 
' 10ns they have to Piety in the general notion oft} 
it; a5 It comprenends all the duties of a Chr : 
t1 of 
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le, | life , of which as 1 intend nor to ſpeak particular- 
fofily 5 ſo 1 know not where to find a better ſumma- 
ery, then that which S. Fames has drawn up , Chap, 
a1. verſe 27. Pure Religion and undefiled before Gad 
ig ever the Father 6 this, toviſet the fatherleſs and wi- 
rf ws in their afflition , and to keep bimſelf unſpot- 
ded from the world. 
heſſ- 28. BUT belides this general, there is {asI 
anfifaid before) another more reſtrained notion of 
orefitiery, as ir relates to our more 1immediat enters 
theltourſe with God in divine Ordinances and Wor- 
andFſhip, in which reſpe& it commonly paſſes under 
onſite name of Devotion , and thus canſider'd it has 
? offfugreat propriety to the female Sex. For Devo- 
artÞition 15 a render Plarir, that will ſcarce root in ſtiff 
willorrocky ground,bur requires a ſupple gentle ſoil, 
head rherefore the feminine ſoftneſs and pliable- 
rtesGeſs 15 very apt and proper for it. And according. 
ſoniÞy there have bin very eminent growths of it in 
allyÞat Sex. I need not heap up examples of former 
Pges, but rather perſwade this to leave ſome ar 
d affaſt to the following ; and the more conſiderable 
ſpeÞteperſons are , the more conſpicuous will be the 
eſaFample,which ſeems the more toadapt ir to thoſe 
d uppnow ſpeak to. Devotion in a Cloiſter is as reeluſe 
theſÞsthe Votary , a light rather under a buſhel then 
efore$na candleſtick ; and in an obſcure Cottage "ris 
oinifither not obſerved, or elſe thought ro be but the 
ligaFlle& of deſtiturion and ſecular wants, a reſerve 
on AMither then a choice : but when thoſe whoarein 
1ſt1alfe eie of the world, the moſt eminent Actors on 
life: | | | rhe 
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the Theater of human life , ſhall chuſe rhe partcf 


t 
a Saint , when thoſe who want none of the diver- [ 
tiſments or blandiſhments of earth, ſhall haveſp 
a 
b 


their converſation in Heaven, this recommends it 

to the Spectators, as rhe true and greateſt obje& 
of human choice; ſince 'tis choſen by thoſe who [ll 

know the utmoſt pretence of all its competi» 
tors. th 
29. Nox is deyotion only more excellent in Fl 
them in regard of its effedts, but 'tis alſo more 
neceſſary in reſpec of their obligation. Devo« UK 
tion isan abſtraction from the world, and rheres df 
fore cannot in any eminent degrees, be pradtiſedÞ 
by thoſe whoſe neceſlities or buſineſs do much en«ſha 
tangle them in it. So that from ſuch , a far leſs}xh 
proportion will be accepted, then from thole, vo 
whoſe plenty and eaſe give them no other wantilit] 
but that of emplaiment. And certainly if there bel 
any of whom thar can truly be ſaid z women offffn 
qualiry are the perſons: for they in this reſpelſſde 
Exceed even men of the like rank, for the men anſ@x 
often engaged in public emploiments, and mulifft 
lend moſt of their time to the uſe of others ; of 
however all have the care of their own prin 
affairs , the managery of their fortunes to emploſ! 
them. Burt of wamen the utmoſt that is ordinarilſf 
required, 1s but a little eaſie inſpection withi 
their own walls, the overlight of a few children 
and ſervants, and even from this how many are bply 
their condirioa of life exemted © and how manÞot 
more do by their nicenefſs and delicacy exeroce 
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f themſelves 2 And {urely ſo perfect a vacancy is 
e 


neither happy nor ſafe. And therefore God who 
{projects we ſhould be both, never defign'd it for 
t [any of mankind : bur where he gives ſo much li- 
\ ſberty from ſecular, he expeds a greater diligence 
o Jin ſpirirual emploiments, 
i | 39- AND indeed *ris an amazing thing to ſee, 
that any into whom he has breathed the breath of 
n life, 01 whom he has ſtamped the image of his own 
re eternity , can think thoſe immortal ſouls were gi- 
xn them only to ſerve the mean and abje@ uſes 
e (of their corruptible bodies , (for which the foul 
ed bf the dulleſt Animal would have don as well;) 
ens ihat eating and drinking, ſleep and reereations, 
efsInbich are only uſeful ro the ſupporting us in this 
xſe, fvorld , are the only things for which we were ſent 
antliither. And yet if we may meſure their opinions 
 beſÞby their practice, this ſeems to be the perſwaſion 
1 offifmany of our femaleCentry,who look upon it as 
pedÞþdegrading,a kind cf atrainder of their blood,to 
 anſoany thing but pleaſe their ſenſes. An error ſure 
mulf the moſt pernicious conſequence imaginable. 
: ofe know a Lady of pleſure 1s 1n one ſenſe a very 
rifandalous Epither, and truly 'ris no very laudable 
ploſpie in the other , nay which is worſe , they are of- 
ariſen coincident , and fall in with each other. She 
ichiÞoſe ſole univerſal aim is pleſure, will not think 
drenfier ſelf much out of her road, in the purſuir of 
re bÞly particular. And ſhe that thinks ſhe lives for 
manÞother purpoſe , will ſooften bear a loſs for in« 
exenpcent pleſure , thar ſhe is almoſt under a neceſſi- 
then. ry 
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ty to call in the nocent, to ſerve the very end (as| 
ſhe ſuppoſes ) of her being. But indeed were 
they ſure to canfine themſelves to ſuch as are 
harmleſs in their kind,yer the exceſs of them rene | 
ders them ſinful , and the doting purſuit denomi- fi 
nates them lovers of Pleſures more then lovers of (| 
God , a charaGer ſo black that the Apoſtle com. 
pleats his Catalogue of the worſt yices of thei 
worſt times with it, I Trim. 3. 4+ Y (: 

31, Ir is therefore the great goodneſs of God ſb 
to deſign a reſcu for thoſe whoſe condition ex 
poſes them to that danger, and by exacting a libe«I 
ral expence of time in their devotion, divert then 
from laviſhing both it and their ſouls together, 
Neither does he by this defeat their aim of a ple 
fant life , bur rather aſſiſt it : for whereas ſenſulſſ 
delightsare vagrant, and muſt be chaſed rhroughaſjk 
hundred turnings and wild Mazes, the ſpiritulſſ 
are fixt, and one may alwaies know where to findj 
them, How often are the voluptuous in pain tw 
hnow which pleſure to chooſe 2 like a ſurfeited [4 
ſtomac the greater variety is ſet before it,the mort 
it nauſeats all. Whar difhculties hatha Lady manyf/- 
times to reſolve whether an afrernoon ſhall be: 
| ſpent at the Court, or at the Theater z wherheriqtu 
þ « dancing or at cards, in glving or receiving ville 
| as nor knowing which will beſt pleaſe her? Bupc 
ſhe that knows the delights of devotion , knovyK. 
wirhall that there is no other fir ro come in cont 
per:tion withits and ſo is nor diſtracted in hor 
choice, nor need go farther then her Cloſer foul 
[ 
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as [the moſt agreable entertainment, I know this will 
re ſound a lirtle incredible to thoſe that know no 0- 
re [iter uſe of Cloſers then asa conſervatory of gauds 
n+ fad baubles ; that aſpire ro no pleſure there a- 
ni- ove: that of children, the playing with the Pi- 
of [dures and Popets thar adorn it. Nor indeed do 
m- [[pretend thar ſuch ſhall find thoſe ſarisſactions I 
the [ſpeak of. Thoſe whoſe errand is to Beelzebab the 
J6od of flyes, muſt not expectto be treated by the 
od 60d of 7/racl, An ingenious man will ſcorn- to 
ex« ibtrude himſelf on thoſe who deſire not his com- 
bes JRany , and fure God will not make himſelf more 
hen I{6cap- Thoſe that will meer him in their Cloſets, 
her, Iauſt come with that defign , reſort thirher as to 
ples yOratory 3 nay more then ſo, they muſt come 
\ſul[ſequently. Spiritual joies know not'the way to a 
igha face where they are not ofcen invited:and as men 
;tualſſ{ek for each other not.in places where they ſel- 
findjlomor never come , but where they daily fre- 
n tofſent 3. ſo God contrives, nor ro meer us in that 
eiredface where we appear. rarely and accidentally , 
noreÞit where we uſually reſorr. 
nanſſs- 32. I ſhall nor need to branch out devotion in- 
11 bo the ſeveral parts, that being don already in a 
\eriftulcitude of other Trearifes, of which it- they 
viſinÞſleaſe ro conſulr any one , they cannot want a Di- 
> Bufietory for their worſhip , wherher privar or pub- 
-novgK. Only let me obſerve rhe order and connexion 
conf thoſe rwo., that they are neither to be ſever'd, 
n hor yerto be ranged prepoſterouſly, The privat 
er fofauſt nor juſtle our the public , for God expects his 
{ O ſolemn 
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ſolemn homage: and their hudling it up in privat,|T 
as it may give men Ground to ſuſpe& they pay[ey 
none arall; ſo neither God nor man can colle4|;n 
any thing better from it , then that they are aſha-|tic 
med of the Deity they pretend to ſerve, On theſey 
other ſide the public muſt as little ſwallow up the ing 
privat,and where itdoes,there may be a juſt doubt[yt 
of its ſincerity. Many attractives there may beſo 
ro Church beſides that of Piety, and indeed where 
tht is really the motive, it teaches ſo much reye of 
rence to that awful preſence they are to approch, [el 
as not ro come Without ſome preparation. What th 
ſolicirude, what critical niceneſs will a Lady have pr 
for her dreſs , when ſhe is to appear at a ſolemn ſid 
meeting ar Court, and ſhall the take no care hoyſby 
ſordidly , how undecently ſhe appear when theſa 
King of Kings gives audience ? Shall many hours (6 
days , nay perhaps weeks , be taken up in contri- (ful 
ving for the one, and ſhall there never be a minuteſth, 
allotted for the other 2 This were ſure very une-[{ 
qual, and yet this 1s the caſe where the devortionſby 
cf the Cloſer does not prepare for that of then 
Church. 1f the nind be not tuned firſt there, itÞeg 
it will be very 1ll qualified for that harmony off 
ſouls , which 1s rhe only thing God regards it|th, 
our public offices, So that were there no orherſh; 
uſe of privat devotion , but as it relates tro theſqy 
public, that were enough ro ſpeak the neceſlity]re 
of it. 1þ 
33. BuT indeed 'ris not only a needful prepacldi 
raiive to that ſacred commerce , bur to our civil.|g 
The] 
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at, |The World 15 but a larger ſort of Peſthouſe., in 
ay every corner of it we meet with infe&ious airs , 
and rhoſe that converſe in it had need of this An- 
a-Jtidote. How many temrations does every place , 
hefevery hour, every interview, preſent to rhe ſhock= 
hefling even of that moral integrity which a ſober 
bt Heathen would judg fir to preſerve ; much more 
beof that ſtrict Piery our Chriſtianity exacts. 

ere 34+ Twas the obſervation that Origen made 
ve- of himſelf, that the day in which he ſo ſhamefully 
<>, ll by Cacrificing to Idols, he had ventured out in 
hat the morning before .he had compleated his uſual 
ave praiers ; the Devil finding him ſo unarmed rook 
mn advantage to aſſault him , as knowing he had then 
on fIbur a ſingle impotent man to wraſtle with , who 
thelad forfeited,by not invoking , the protection of 
urs God. And indeed ſince praier is the moſt power- 
tri- ful exorciſm to ejedt him , we may well conclude, 
uteJthe omiſſion of it is a likely means to invite him : 
ne-Ffor if God have not the prepoſleſſion,if we do not 
100 by hearty praier ſurrender our ſouls to him in the 
the norning , they are rhen all rhe day after like thar 
» itÞemry houſe mention'd in the Goſpel , a fit recep- 
y dffacle for as many evil ſpirits as pleaſe to inhabir 
5 INfthere, Nor are theſe ſpiritual rhe only dangers 
cherſthat attend us, we are liable to a multitude of ſe- 
theſcular ones alſo : our perſons , our fortunes, our 
flitfÞrepurations , every thing wherein we can receive 
a benefit, renders us equally capable of a preju- 
epa*[dice. What multitudes of accidents are there 
ivilfiowhich we lie open, and nothing to guard us 
The] O 2 from 
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from them bur -the divine Providence ? whichiff'ns 
weneglect to ſolicit we are ſure very unworthyſſ*o 
of its defence. And rhis 1s a conſideration that me|- : 
thinks ſhould bring even the moſt ſenſual perſongſanc 
upon their knees ; for tho too many may be foundſha 
that deſpiſe the former danger, and can conten-Ime 
tedly enough expoſe rheir ſouls, yer ſuch are uſw|ain 
ally the moſt tender of their temporal concerns 
it being commonly the exceſlive love of thoſe whichIno 
makes them negled the other. She that fears notf{du 


precipice , and tho ſhe care nor for the ſpotting! 
of her innocence,would be very loth any accidentſjzir 


render her an homager to that omnipotent powen ſl 
from whence alone ſhe can derive her ſ:fery. ' ' 

' 35, AND now. methinks a Duty that 1s the 
bound on with the.cords of a man , with humans 
well as divine perſwaſives , ſhould not eafily be 
ſhaken off. I wiſh I could ſay it never is, burlſa 
fear thereare ſome of thoſe 1Inow ſpeak to , whoſſb1 
negled it in ſpight of all theſe inducements ; whoſ{ 
tho they can pretend nothing ſerious enough to 
own the name of buſineſs, doyer ſuffer a ſucceſ4 
ſion of I know not what impertinencies to divert 
them. And indeed were the expence of ſome Las 
dies dates calculated , we ſhould find eyery hour ſapat 


fall of emtineſs, ſo overladen wirh vanities thay 
3 - 
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h ifÞ/'ns ſcarce imaginable where an office of devotion 
th]hould croud in. | 
ne] 36. THE morning is divided between ſleep 
on[and dreſſing, nor would the morning ſuffice, bur 
ndjthat they are fain to make a new computation to 
en-Jnefure it not by the Sun, bur by their time of di- 
ſwJaing, which 1s often as late as the ſtationary hours 
ng.Jof the Primitive Faſts, tho upon a far differing 
i<Inorive-- The afrernoons being by this means re- 
netdnced, are roo ſhort for thoſe many divertiſe- 
04Jnents that await them, and muſt therefore bor- 
ingIow as much of the nighr as they lent to the mor- 
enting. And when the meer fatigue of pleſures ſend 
.oiLady to her reſt, 'tis nor imaginable that ſhe 
allJvill permit Devorion to induce a yet greater, and 
HIInore diſagreeable laflitudez ſo thar' the whole 
uldJound of her time: ſeems to. be a kind of magic 
veg fircle, wherein nothing rhat is holy muſt appear. 
{Jand indeed *tis none of the: higheſt ſtratagems 
huef Sathan thus to foreſtal their time 3 and by a 
na on ſupply of diverſions, inſenfibly ſteal 
 bejrom rhem rhe opportunities cf divine Offices ; 
urlJa artifice by - which TI preſume he prevails on 
zhojJÞm, who would ftartle at his groſſer and more 


whoſparenrt temtations, 1 | 

h toj- 37. Nor .needs he more then the ſucceſs of 
ceſsitis project ; for if this habitual negle& of Piety 
rerttould not finally end in great and criminal com- 
Layniſions, (as *tis naturally very apt to do) yet his 
xr ſoſatereſt is ſufficiently ſecuxed by ſuch a cuftoma« 
chaty omiſſion, which amounts to no leſs then the 
8 - living 
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living without God in the World : a ſtate ſo hope. 6c 
leſs, that when the Apoſtle recolle&s to the Ephe. ou 
flans the wretchedneſs of their Gentile State; hefſþo 
does it in thoſe very words, Eph. 2. 12. And ſure, 
thoſe that live ſo under Chriſtianity, are not inafſſit 
better, but worſe condition, by how much con-ſh; 
temt of God is more unpardonable then ignq- 
Trance. 

38. IT therefore infinitly concerns thoſe who 
are in danger of ſo fatal a ſnare , to look abou 
them, and endeyor to countermine Sathan, and ſilt 
be as induſtrious to ſecure their duty, as he is toc 
ſupplant it ; and to this purpoſe, one of the uſe. 
fulleſt expedients I know, is to be aforehand withte 
him ; I mean, to make their Devotions the firſt by 
fineſs of the day; by which IT intend not only: 
thoſe Ejaculations wherewith we all ſhould open ſt 
our eyes, but their more ſet and ſolemn Pralers;ſe 
a Practice ſo highly expedient to the perſons fore 
mentioned, that it falls little ſhort of neceſſary; 
and that upon ſeveral reaſons, 

39, FIRST, in relation to one of the preatſ 
ends of Morning Praier, which is to ſupplicate|® 
the guidance and proteation of God for the wholeÞi 
day. Now if this be not don till ſom Ladies 
Dreſſings be finiſhed, 'twill be half a mockery, aÞ! 
moſt prepoſterous requeſt, as to the greateſt parifi 
of the day, which will be paſt before; and beÞ! 
ſides the abſurdity, there is danger in it; for allÞ 
the preceding time isas it were outlawed by tf 
Put from under the Divine Protection, _ / | 
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«(God's ſafeguards ro be only meridional, to ſhine 
e fout only with the noon=day Sun ? Do they ſup- 
helpoſe Sathan keeps their hours, and ſtirs not a- 
re, [broad t111 the afrernoon, that there is no danger 
12 fther of corporal or ſpiritual miſchiefs before 
n-fthat time of the day ? Certainly, if the no;/e of 
0+ fthe harp and the viol which 1/2. mentions, Chap. 5. 
12. do not drown tt, they may often heara morn- 
ho fling as well as evening Paſſing-bell, with how ma- 
ut by. others does the glaſs of life run out, whilſt 
nd flbey are at their looking-glaſſes * How many 
; to odies are maimed and wounded in the time they 
fe. ire trimming and decking theirs? And who made 
rich fibers differ from others, 1 Cor. 4.7? Or what te» 
by ſure have they in the ſafety of one moment, ſave 
nlyſtat rhey owe to God's Providence? And what 
pen tional expeGation can they have of that, when 
13; fitey do not invoke it ? 
"Tre 42- NOR are the ſpiritual dangers leſs, but 
ryzFaber much more; & they muſt be very ſlight cb- 
krvers of themſelves, if they do not diſcern that 
reatJures may be laid for them in their receſſes in 
cateſitir chambers, as well as in places of the moſt 
holeÞwblic reſort. Indeed, were there no other than 
diesFitat relates to their dreſs, and curioſity there- 
y, aÞhitwere- enough to evidence their danger;ſcarce 
artÞy part of that bur carrying a temtation init: 


| beeÞPride, if it hit right, and pleaſe their fancy : to 
x allfiiger and Vexation , if ir do not. They had 
y itÞ**d therefore to pur on their armor before their 
, armaments, by a prepoſleſſion of Praier and Me- 
30d dication 
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ditation to ſecure their vitals, leſt by an internal ſi 
dearth of Grace, their bodies (in their utmoſt 
luſter) prove but the painted Sepulcher of hey tþ 
fouls. 

41, IN the ſecond place, this appears requi th 
fir in oppoſition to the indecency and incongriiity th 
of the contrary. How inverted an eftimare do they i 
make of things that poſtpone the intereſts of thelp i 
fouls,ro the meaneft member of their bodies pul fi 
fupererrogating attendance to the one, before thei 
other comes at all into their care. But vi 
yet worſe, how vile a contumely is offered tothe 
Majeſty of God, who is uſed as they do their mJ 
ning Credirors, poſtect off with an-excuſe of wh: 
tefure yet ro ſpeak with him ; whilſt in the 
time all the factors for their vanity can have rea fo ſ 
acceſs, and full auchence. God muft atrend ll 
their Tailor, their Shoomaker pleaſe to diſmilsſto1 
them, and. at the beſt, can be allowed only toffi 
bring up' the rear of a whole ſhole of Art ' 
ficers. "1 

42. Bur thirdly, 'ris very doubtful whe 
he thatl obtain ſo much from them ; for ir mafſd 
often happen that he ſhall be quite pci 
ſo. numerous are tne parts of a modiſh equips * 
and ſo exad a ſymmetry is required in the whole it 
that 'tis the buſineſs of many hours to comple 
it; when as tiwas faid of the Roman Ladies, | 
counſel muſt be called abour rhe placing of are 
hair rhat firs irregulazly,when one thing after ah 


other ſhall be tried, and again rejected; as not " al 
[v1 2 
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alli, or not becoming ; rime all the while inſenſi- 
[fy ſteals away, and tho that will nor ſtay for 
i hem, yer dinner doth, and then their bellies be- 
ro murmur to pay ahy longer attendance on 
Fi heir backs, and claim the next turn » and between 
ty ſibeſe rwo competitors, 'tis odds devotion witt 
& equite excluded, or reduced only to a grace be- 
aj re meat : (and well if that, conſidering how un- 
ya fl ſhionable even that is grown) in the mean time, 
he vat a wretched improvidence is ir, to reduce the 
win je neceſſary buſineſs of the day to ſuch uncer- 
the it inries, nay almoſt to a- certain OH 
uni went. 
Fil -43- YET ſuppoſe this hazard were only ima- 
caggnary” and a Lady were infallibly ſure-nor to 
HI6 rhe time for her Praters ; yer in the fourth 
all ace, ſhe will be likely by ſuch preceding diver- 
wiidlfons to loſe nuch of her zeal in them, ſo that if 
Ftofſticy be ſaid at all, they will ſcarce be ſaid in a 
rt tie manners There is alas ſuch a repugnancy 
hour nature to any thing ſpiritual, that we can= 
tor cloſe in an inſtant ; bur as a benummed, frozen 
body will need ſom rubbing and chafing before ir 
rl f be fir for motionz ſo our more frozen ſouls 
Kfequire ſom previous incirations before rhey cars 
we A)! with ary vigor exert themſelves in Deyorion. Now 
pleFfre the drefling time (1 mean ſuch a dreſſing as 
es, We now ſuppoſe ) is nor very proper for ſuch 
xf reparations. *Tis, on the contrary, extreme 
rar to indiſpoſe and unfit them ; for when the 
rt Fancy is poſſeſt with ſo many lirtle images of va- 
"| ſY,- P nity 
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nity, they will not eafaly be ejected. ; Thar ran. | 
ging faculty is, God knows, tco apt to bring ip 
even the remoteft diverſions; but when it has ſuch 
a ſtock ready at hand, how will it pour them in 
j 
| 


upon the mind, to- the great allaying, if not utter 
extinguiſhing of Devotion. j 
44. W HEN all theſe conſiderations are put 
together, twill ſure appear wholſom counſel,.the 
ſuch perſons ſhould nottruſt ſo important a Duy: 
ro ſomany caſualties , but in the firſt place ſe» 
cure a time for that, repair to their Oratory bes 
fore their dreſſing room, and by an early conſe 
cration of themſelves to God, defeat Sathan's 
claim, and diſcourage his attemts for the reſt of 

the day. WeKknow there is a natural efficag 
in a good beginning, towards the producing af, 
good ending : but in ſpiritual things the influence 

is yet greater,þecauſe it draws in Auxiliaries from 
above, and engages the yet farther aſfiſtances fx 
Grace. Upon which account I am apt to beliew, yy 
that where this Duty is ſincerely and fervently 
rformed in the morning, it will not totally lxſlj, 
negle&ed in the ſucceeding parts of the dayſyy 
*T will be eaſy to diſcern the ſame obligation, they, 
ſame advantage of cloſing the day with God, that 
there was to begin itz and when thoſe two bouns her 
daries are {ccured, when thoſe are lookt upon-aſg, 
ſtri& duty, and conſtantly obſerved, *xis not ur 
likely but their Piety may grow generous, andſy, 
with David, P/. 55.17. add to the evening anlſſye 
morning a noon-day office ; Gr Where. JNevolioke ſc 
real, 
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D* I real, 'ris apt to be progreflives and: the more we 
MN} onverſe with God, the more we ſhall defire . to 
in fo. Thus we ſee how this little cloud: like 
MI that of Elijah, 1 King. 18. 44. may aver-ſpread 
WT} ye Heavens , and this handful of firſt-fruirs may 
allow the whole day. wb, 

v. 45. NAY indeed, when it has advanced thus 
* Far, twill probably go farther, *rwill not. keep 
uy fir ſelf only on the defenfive part, but invade 
ſt Nis oppoſits, get daily ground of thoſe vanities by 
bes which it was before oppreſt. For when a Lady 
ies tas in her Cloſer waſht her cheeks with peniten- 
#s Jia! rears, ſhe cannot ſure when ſhe comes our, 
fink them prepared for the varniſh of the painr 
a7 Jad fucus. When ſhe has attentively examined 
> *fker Conſcience, that imparthl mirror, and there 
Wiitern'd all the blemiſhes of her nobler part, ſhe 
OM Baill ſure with ſomwhat a-more cold concern cons 
of fult her looking-glaſs. And when ſhe has by pi» 
Vo fes yows and reſolutions put on the Lord Feſus 
ntly (briff, Rom. 13. 14. *rwill be impoſfible for her ta 
' be i very anxioufly careful about her garments, 
Jay: This devour temper of her mind will by a holy 
"*Iger-demain ſhuffle the Romances out of her hand, 
that ad ſubſtitute the Oracles of Truth ; will nor ler 
Wlter dream away her time in phantaſtic ſcenes, and 
-8le:borate nothing, bur promt her to give all dili- 
UP lmce to wake her Calling and Eleftion ſure. Ina 
Word, when ſhe once underſtands whar it is to 
aend one hour devoutly, ſhe will endevor to re- 
n Mue all the reſt from trifles, and impertinent en- 
eal) (7 — P 2 tertaln=- 
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tertainments; and employ them to- purpoſes t0 
more worthy the great end of her being. Thus 
may ſhe almoſt infenſibly wind her ſelf out of theft 
ſnare, diſintangle her ſelf from thoſe temtations of 
wherewith ſhe was enwrapr ; and by having herſth 
heart ſo ſet at liberty, may run the waies of Gods jt 
Commandments, P/. 119. m1 
46, Bu T Privat Devotion, tho of excellent in 
effect, cannot commute for the omiſſion of pubs fri 
lic, nor indeed can it long maintain its vigor, un«fſ# 
leſs ſomrimes cheriſhed by the warmth of Chrihi 
ſtian Aﬀemblies ; and if God pleaſe to viſit then 
in their Cloſets, they are ( eyen by their own | 
Laws of Civility) obliged to return his Me, f 
and artend him in his houſe. I fear too many 
adapr the inſtance in the formality roo, and comeſj;n 
as unconcernedly ro him as they da to one ano«Nl 
ther. ?Tis true, thoſe that pay him a cordial rej 
verence at Home , will certainly do it -at ml 
Church ; and therefore by the little we ſee per 
formed by ſom there, we may doubt God ſees 8 
litrle in their Retirements, But what ſpeak Id 
an hearty Reverence, when 'tis viſible that cheoſ a 
are thoſe who pay none at all? How rare a ſigh 
is 1t for. ſom Ladies to appear at Church ? How 
many times (I had almoſt ſaid hundreds) do waſgr 
ſee their Coaches ſtand ar the Play-houſe, foro 
once at God's ? They ſeem to own ng diſtinRionpe 
of daies, unleſs it he, that Sunday is their mol i 
vacalt ſeaſpn to take Phyſic, or to lie a-bed; andqp 
If ſuch do ever come to Church, Devoricn is lik$f 
to 
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ſes [to be the leaſt part of their errand z ſome new 
ws [arment perhaps or dreſs 1s to be ſhew'd,and that 
the [chought the place where the moſt critical Judges 
"ns of thoſe map will be moſt ar leſure to obſerve 
her Sihem ; or if they come nor to teach new faſhions, 
defitmay be they come to learns and ſuch docu- 
- nents will be ſurer to be putin pradiice then any 
ent in the Sermon. Poſhibly they expect to ſee ſome 
ub friend or acquaintance there , and as if Chriſt 
un+ ere to be ſerved (as he was born) in anInn,nake 
Ire his houſe the common rendezvouz in which to 
en {meer their Aſſociates. If they have any more in+ 
wn Jeenious attraGives, tis commonly that of curio- 
its;Mity , to hear ſome new celebrated Preacher , and 
anjibar rather for his Rhetoric then his Divinity 3 
omlmd this Motive ( tho the beſt of the ſet) is but 
nolke that which prevail'd with thoſe Jews St. Johre 
resInentions , who came to Fe/ws that they might ſee 
thilkorarus, Jo. 1 2, 
Pere #47. I ſhall not rank among theſe Morives, that 
$ aÞfHipocriſic and ſeeming Holineſs , for from that 
Iafal the reſt do acquit them, Indeed *ris the only 
ven in which this Age has ſeemed toreform, and that 
to only by way of Antiperiſtaſts, notby the Ver» 
Jon fn but the Iniquity of the Times. Religion 1s 
) Weerown ſo unfaihionable, ſo contemrible ; that 
, forfione can now be temred to put on ſo ridiculous 
ion diſguiſe, And altha as to {ingle perſons I confeſs 
molypocrifie ane cf rhe deepeſt Guilts, ſuch as has 
 aliipeculiar portion aſſign'd itby Chriſtin the place 
likef rorment, Mat. 24. 5t. yer as to Communities, 
Ci I can- 
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I cannot but think it better to have a face of R 1; 1 


Sion then Profaneneſs. The example of the former | 
may work beyond its ſelf, and the form of Godlj 6 
neſs in ſome may produce the power of it in 6 in 
thers ; but a pattern of Profaneneſs,the fartherit FO 
operates the worſe, and all the progreſs it canf, * 
make, is from one wickednefs to another , ſo'thit ſc 
I fear as St. Bernard wiſht for his Feaver again , fol 
the Church may ere long for her Hypocrites, 
48. BuT to recal my ſelf from this digrefſ" 
fion , let us a little enquire how thoſe whom theſ** 
foremention'd Morives bring ro Church behaw}*; 


pj! 
ba 
| 
1 


themſelves there, and rhar is indeed with greg 
conformity to the ends of their coming , their ev: 
rand 15 nor to be Suppliants ,: neither do rhey pitÞ® 


themſelves in the poſture, kneeling is impertinenſF* 
for them who mean nor to pray , but as the Apvſ® 
ſtle deſcribes the Idolatrous ſervice of the ef 
elites, They ſate down to eat and drink, and nil 
vp to play, ſo theſe ſit down to talk and laugh witlf® 
their. Pew-fellows, and riſe up to gape and low® 
about them. When they ſhould be confefſing whanf® 
ſins to Almighty God, they are apologizing (perſ!: 
haps) to one another for the omiſſion of a cerf® 
monious viſit, or ſome other breach of civiliy® 
when they ſhould be obſerving the goings of God" 
the Sanftuary , Pſa. 68, they are inquiring whe" 
this Lady came to Town, or when that goes out® 
nay perhaps the Theater is broughr into rhe Tem 
ple, the laſt Play they ſaw is recolle&ed, and Quof f 
rations enough brought thence to vie with thy 
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be Freacher. 'Tis impoſſible to reckon up all their 
e[19P1c of diſcourſe , nay 1t were indeed ſcan« 
li jſ#10us for one that reproves them to pretend to 
o (09 > by how. many impertinencies (to ſay no 
+ worſe) they profane that holy Place and Time. 
nd. 49+ BUT thar allſeeing eye in whoſe preſence 
they are , keeps an exa&t account, and will charge 
[27 not only with the principal bur the produd ; 
"ſhot only with their own 1rreverences, but with 
el hoſe which by their example or incouragement 
they have occaſion'd-in others , nay farther even 
h that ſcandal which redounds to Chriſtiani- 
"a 7 by ir.For when one that is to choſe a Religion, 
all read the Precepts of Pythagoras enjoining 
of! bat the Gods muſt not be worthipt in paſſing by, 
mh6.1c were accidentally , but with rhe greatelt ſ0- 
-Ienity and intention, when they {hall conſider 
7M ecare of Numa in inſtituting Officers, who at 
acrifices,and all divine Services, thould call upon 
te people to keep filenee and adyert to Devoe 
lou 2» or but the praGice of the preſent Mahome- 
paſs, who permit none to fit in their Mo/chos , 
per Bo to pray without proftration. When I fay 
(sis conſidered , and compar'd with the icanda- 
Foul ws indecency obſervable i in our Churchesghe will 
of Kinly exclude Chriſtianity from all comperi- 
yhel * inhis choice;not allow that the name of a Re- 
ourf60n., whoſe very Worſhip appears ſo profane, 
TenPc whoſe Votaries mock the God they pretend 
Juof ſerve. 
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50, YET how ſevere ſoever the charge may liea, 
gainſt ſome, I am far from including all under jr, 1] 
know there are many Ladies whoſe examples are}, 
reproches to the other -Sex , that help to fill our 
Congregations when Gentlemen deſert them,& tg} 
whom ſomtimes we alone owe that our Churches, 
are not furniſhed like the Feaſt in the Parable, 
Lu. 14. 21. meerly out of the high waies an 
hedees , with the poor and the maimed, the halt and; 
the blind ; yer ſome even of rheſe may be liabletſy 
ſome irregularity, which may be the effects of in-y 
advertence or miſperſwaſton, tho not of contentfy, 
or profaneneſs. 

51. AND firſt 'tis obſervable in ſome who coneſ, 
conſtantly ,- that yet they come not early , ſo that, 
that a conſiderable part of Praiers is paſt ere they 
enter the Church. This firſt cauſes ſome diftupy 
bance to others , the ſucceſſive entry. of nevſy 
comers keeping rhe Congregation in a continual 
motion and agitation , which how unagreable itufe 
to Devotion , Numa a Heathen Prince may teadſſy; 
us, who Platarch tells us took a particular car 
that in the time of divine Worſhip , no knocking, 
clapping , orother noiſe ſhould be heard ; as wellſye 
knowing how much the operations of the intel 
le are obſtruted by any thing thar importuns ch 
the Senſes, What would he have ſaid , ſhould lp, 
come 1nto one of our Ciry Congregations , whetthi, 

«often during the whole time of Praier,the clappilifn; 
not Pew-doors does outnoiſe the Reader. It 

53. Bur beſides the indecency of the thing 

alf 
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+|and the interruption it gives to others , *ris very 
1 jnjurtous ro rhemſelves ; a kind of partial excom- 
ref munication of their own inflicting, which ex- 
ur qudes rhem from part of the divine Offices, and 
from thar Part too, which is of the mcſt uni- 
Efyerſal concern, I mein the confeſſion of ſins, 
le; | yhich the wiſdom of our Church has firly placed 
mn the beginning of her Service , as the neceſſary 
ndfintrodudtion to all the reſt. For conſidering how 
 WIobnoxious we all are to the wrath and vengeance 
ff God, our firſt buſineſs is to deprecate thar by 
aid Fi humble confeſſion of our guilt. Would any 
Malefator that had forfeited his life ro Juſtice, 
omtleame boldly to his Prince , and wirhour raking 
mitfyorice of his crimes , importune him to beſtow 
X . the greateſt favors & dignities upon him? Yer *cis 
W lik very fame abrupt impudence in us, to ſuppli- 
ate the divine Majeſty before we atremt ro arone 
oWwfhim , to ask good things from him before we have 
It Micknowledged the 111 we have don againſt hint. 
catnd to ſuch God may juſtly make ſuch a return as 
F droits did to one that had entertained hint much 
bldelow his greatneſs, I knew not before that we 
3 vellyere ſuch familiars: 

intel $3. Ir will much better become rhem to anti- 
tufcpare the rime, to wait 4t the pofts of his doors, 
1d MP0. 8. and contrive to be there before the Ser- 
yher ce begins , that ſo by previous recolleftion theyy 
ppl ay pur their minds in a fit poſture of addreſs 
Þt the public Audience: which ( by the way ) 
Peaks it to be no very laudable cuſtom which al- 
ao Q n:cſt 
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moſt univerſally prevails, that thoſe few who do 
come early , ſpend the interval before ſervice, in 
talking with one another, by which they do not f, 
only loſe the advantage of that time for prepara | 
tion, but convert 1t into the direct contrary, df 
thereby actually unfit and indiſpoſe themſelyeg, 
God knows our hearts even in their moſt compo. 
ſed temper , are too apt to create diverſions ; we 
need not ſtart game for them to chaſe, andby pre. 
facing our Prater with ſecular diſcourſe, make 
gap for the ſame thoughts to return upon us in 
rhem, Beſides 1n relation to the place, it has a 
ſpice of profaneneſs, 'tis the bringing the Moabite 
and Ammonite into the Temple, Dext.23, 3. a kindſy 
of invaſion on Gods propriety, by introducingſy 
our worldly concerns or divertiſments into the 

houſe which is called by his name, ſolemnly de-ſſ 
dicated ro him, and therefore dedicated that itf ye 
might be his peculiar. So that with a little vari 
tion , we may to ſuch apply the expoſtulatory re; 
proof of the Apoſtle to the Corinthians, 1 Grfj 
11, 22. what, have ye not houſes to talk, and converſil1 
in, or deſpiſe ye the Church of God ? Butthis islI 
confeſs a reproot that will not reach to many,[ 
there being ſo few of the better ſort that come q, 
early enough to talk before Service, and as forſzn 
thoſe who talk ar it, we have already rankt rhentjc 
under another Claſs. Yer give me leave to adifth, 
that thoſe fall nor much ſhort of thar degree oc} 
profaneneſs , who come lare only becauſe they atſhz, 


loth toriſe , or to abate any thing of the curiolſyn, 
Wo 
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dofjiyof their dreſs. For ſhe that prefers her ſloth 
1norher vanity before Gods Service, is like (how 
not Fdecently ſoever ſhe behave her ſelf) to give but 
ra Ban unſignificant atrendance at it. 

dof''54. BUT I gueſs this may in many proceed 
es, from anorher cauſe , which tho leſs 111 in their in- 
Po- Frention, 1s not ſo in reſpec either of its unreaſon- 
we ableneſs orits eftects, and thar is an unequal eſti- 
re- mate they make of the parts of Gods Service. 
eaJ This laſt Age has brought in ſuch a partialiry for 
 InPreaching, that Praier ſeems comparatively (like 
S 2Y$zrah to Hagar) deſpicable in their eyes: ſo that 
bite Jif they can bur come time enough to the Sermon, 
indBthey think they have diſcharged the weightier 
10gFpart of the Law, and of their own duty, This miſ- 
Wefperſwaſion, tho it have too generally diffuſed 1t 
de-Fſelf through both Sexes, yet ſeems to have bin 
it ty rery eſpecially imbibed by the female. And beſides 
NJ the evidence that Sunday gives ; rhe week-daies 
TB afford no leſs, Ler there be a Lecture tho at the 
UI remoteſt part of the Town,whar hurrying is there 
er tot ,. but let the Bell role never ſo loud for the 
181] Canonical hours of Common Praier , *twill not 
any call the neareſt of the Neighbor-hood, I ſpeak 
OM not of thoſe who are ar defiance with our Service, 
 foſand have liſted themſelyes in ſeparate Gongrega» 
INMftions (for I intend not to trace them through 
their wild mazes) but of thoſe who yet own our 
:< Church, and obje& nor to its Offices , bur only 
) Mhave ſuffered their valu for them to be inſenfibly 
10H undermined by their greater zeal for Preaching. 
: Q 2 God . 
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God ſure intends a Harmony 1n all ſacred Ordi.ſjgf 
nances, and would not have ſet up a party againſtfy 
another , but mutually aſſiſt each others operas|jiy 
tion upon us: thus Prater diſpoſes us to receiveſing 
| benefir by preaching, and preaching teaches uz[ye 
how to pray aright, and God grant we may long 
enzoy the public opportunities of both. Yer ſince he 
this Age has brought them to a competition, I nwſt[;þl 
take leave to ſay, that if we come 1mpartially tothe 
weigh Praier and Preaching , the Ballance willfze 
incline another way then 1t ſeems with many toflec 
do, and we ſhall find Prater the more eflentia lhe 
part cf Religion. [he 
$5 Tax end of Preaching is twofold , eitherfiſo 
to reach us wnat we know not, or to excite us tolltha 
praGice what we already know : now in relation al 
ro rhe firſt of theſe ends , 1 ſuppoſe there 1s 4 
wide difference between Preaching at the firltin 
promulgaticn of rhe Goſpel, and now : 'rwas then ſtr 
the only way of revealing to the World the whole ſan 
myſtery of cur Salvation, ſo that rhe Apoſtles in-JIfr 
ference was then irrefragable, How ſhall they bes (ſe 
lieve on him of whom they have not heard , and han th 
ſhall they hear without a Preacher? Ro. 10. 14. ButÞPr 
where Chriſtianity is planted, and the New TeſtasJþl 
- ment received, we have therein the whole do»Jbe 
&rine of Chriſt; nay we have nor only the matter by 
but the very form of many of thoſe Sermons] 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles preached ; ſo thathpe 
unleſs we think them not ſufficiently gifred , weby 
cannot but acinowledg we have in them ampleſſo 
| inſtruction 
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di-Jinſtruction both for Faith and Manners ; enough, 
oftÞzs the Apoſtle ſpeaks, to make vs wiſe unto Salva- 
ra [iion, 2 7im, 3.15. And the reading of thoſe be« 
wefng a conſiderable part of our Churches Service, 
une have the moſt genuine Preaching even before 
"gfe Miniſter aſcends the Pulpic. Beſides, for 
ce ihe help of thoſe whoſe youth or incapacity diſ- 
uſt ]ibles them from making colletions thence for 
toflthemſelves, our Church has epitomiz'd the moſt 
vill Ineceſſary Points of Belief and PraGice in the Ca- 
td lechiſm, nor (as the Roman) to preclude their far- 
tl her ſearch, bur to ſupply them in the interim till 
Fihey are qualified for it z and by that early infu- 
herfilon of Chriſtian Principles, to ſecure them of 
to flthat knowledg which 1s ſimply neceſſary to their 
100 Jalvation. 
$4] 56. No W ſure, to people in this ſtate,Preach- 
irſt Jing is not of ſo abſolute neceſſity in reſpect of in- 
hen ſtruction, as It was to thoſe who from Heatheniſm 
olefand Idolatry were to be brought firſt ro the 
i8-F{nowledg, and then to the Faith of Chriſt. We 
be Iſrem therefore now more generally concern'd in 
bop the orher end of Preaching, the exciting us to 
But [Pratice; for alas, there are few of us who ſtum- 
ſta+Jble on ſin for want of light, bur either through 
do» Jizedleſneſs, and want cf looking before us, orelſe 
rerÞy a wilful proftration of our ſelves to it; ſo thar 
onsfwe ofren need ro be rouſed out of our negli- 
that gence, to be frighted out of our ſtubbornneſs, and 
weÞy a cloſe application of rhoſe truths we either 
wlefforget or ſuppreſs, be animated to our Duty. on 
10N a or 
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$1 
tor this purpoſe Preaching is doubtleſs of excel. 
lent uſe, and the nauſeating of it ſhews a very ſick?! 
conſtitution of mind; yet ſure. the over-greedy i 
deſire may be a Diſeaſe alſo. He thar eats moreJ8 
than he can concof, does not ſo much afliſt as op-P# 
preſs nature, thoſe'that run from Sermon to Ser-$# 
mon, that allow themſelves no time ro chew, much |: 
leſs todigeſt what they hear,will ſconer confound} 
their brains then better rheir lives. Nay, it of de 
berraies them to a very pernicious deluſion, it d-J 
verts them from many of the praGical parts ofÞir 
Piety, and yer gives them a confidence that they 0! 
are extraordinarily Pious ; and-by their belief 
thar Religion conſiſts principally mn hearing la 
makes them forget to-try themſelves by that more} 
infallible teſt of doing God's will. 'So that where 
as God never deſign'd Preaching for more thenaÞ}% 
guide in their way, they make it their way, and 
their end too ; and Hearing muſt, like a circle, be 
gin and rerminate 1n it ſelf. : yt 
57. I am ſurein ſecular concerns, we ſhould" 
think him a very unprofitable ſervant, that afterJ* 
his Lord had given him directions what to do 
ſhould be ſo tranſported with hearing his inſt 
ions, rhar he ſhould deſire to have it infinity ly 
repeated, and ſo ſpend the time wherein he ſhould Jul 
do the work. - And we have reaſon to think Godſ*4 
will make the ſame judgment of thoſe who do thi 
like in his ſervice, - llo 
58, ONE would now think that this ravenouJ®! 
appetite of hearing ſhould ſuperſede all nicenel © 
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tfinit, yer we find it does not, but that ſom make 
zſbift to be at once voracious and ſquemiſh. If 
this ſpiritual food be not artificially dreſt, 'tis too 
te (groſs for their palats ; the Phraſe muſt be ele- 
a (gant, the words well accented, and the izticin 
r. words of mans wiſdom which St. Paul diſclaims in 
< {his Preaching, 1 Co7.2, 4.15 that which they prin- 
nd fcipally regard. Nay the memory of the Preacher 
of becomes the moſt marerial Point of his Sermon, 
4. and the firſt glance on his Book prejudges him, 
ofiineed not add the extravagances of an uncouth 
tone, a furious yehemence, or phantaſtic geſture, 
ef wherein the ſoul and vital efficacy cf Preaching 
ng, [tas bin ſolemnly placed. Now 'tis eyident all 
ore ibeſe are bur trivial Accompliſhments ; ſo that 
re. hoſe who inſiſt ſo much on them,do make Preach- 
n20i0g much leſs Sacred and Divine then indeed it is; 
andJaad therefore cannot without abſurdity lay the 
be. main ſtreſs of Religion upon it, or make that the 
_  Pligheſt of God's Ordinances, wich owes all its 
wldIgatefulneſs with them to the Endowments of 
frer]men- Som may think 1 purſu this ſubje& too 
do, but I am ſure I do it not with deſign to dero- 
to-{ate from the juſt reſpect due to Preaching ; on- 
adj} 1 would nor haye it monopolize our eſteem, or 
zuld}uſtle our anocher Duty, which is of more con- 
colffanc uſe, and 1ndiſpenſible neceſſity. 
) the] 59+ And ſuch certainly 1s Prater, that reſpira= 
tlon of the ſoul, which 1s fo neceſſary, rhar ir ad- 
nouÞmrs nor of long intermiſſion, and therefore ſeems 
-nef$9 carry the ſame proportion to hearing, which 
* breatne 
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breathing does to eating : we may make long in- ff 
tervals of feeding, and yet ſubſiſt ; but if well 
ſhould do ſo in breathing, we cannot recover it, ſ! 
Prajer 1s like the morning and evening Sacrifice 
under the Law, which God ordained ſhould be | 
perpetual ; whereas Preaching is but like the 
Readings in the Synagogues on Sabbaths and Fe.ſ} 
ſtivals. Indeed, however we have confounded 
the terms, *tis Praier only that can properly be 
called the worſhip of God; "tis that by which i 
we pay him his ſolemn homage,acknowledg hisſ« {| 
veraignty, and our own dependance. When we 
hear, we do no more then what every DiſcipkF* 
does to his Maſter; bur when we pray, we ownfjn 
him as the ſpring and ſource of all the good wſl 
exped, as the Author of our Being, and the Ob 
jet of our Adoration: in a word, we do by if 
profeſs him our God; it being an impreſs df 
meer natural Religjon ro ſupplicate the Deiry mÞ 
acknowledg. Wi 

60. AND as by Praier we render the greatelÞ\ 
Honor to God, ſo likewiſe do we. procure'tlt ML 
oreareſt advantages to our ſelves. Prajer is theft 
powerful Engin, by which we draw down Blekp 
ſings ; 'ris the key which lets us into the immenſ/* 
Store-nouſe of the Almighty z nay *tis that upoiſſs 
which the Efficacy of Preaching depends. Thy: 
Word is but a dead letter without the Spirit ; an! 
God has promiſed the Spirit to none but rhoſq”N 
that ask it, Luk, 11. 13. So that Praier is thay 
which enlivens and inſpirits our moſt ſacred a 

on 
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ons: and acccrdingly in Scripture we find ir ſtill 
ve [4 concomirant in all Eccleſiaſtical concerns. 


ir Fhen an Apoſtle was to be ſubſtituted in the 
celipom of Judas, we find they referred it not to 


deciſion of lots, rill God, who had the ſole 
he {diſpoſing of them, Prov. 16. 33. had bin invoked 
Fe. 'y ſolemn Prater, AC. 1. 24. So when Barxabas 
legfnd Sazt were to be ſeparared to the Miniſtry, 
he flito the appointment were by the Holy Ghoſt, yer 
i tat ſuperſeded not the neceſflity of Praier; the 
ſo [{poſtles praled, (yea, and faſted 100) before they 
welllad their hand on them, 4#. 13.3. Nay, cur Bleſ- 
peficd Savior Himſelf,tho He knew what was in man, 
wand needed no guidance but his own Omniſcience 
welllthis choice : yer we find that before his Election 
okt.the twelve Apoſtles, he continued a whole 
y nÞÞghr in Praier to God, Luk. 6, 12, doubrleſs, to 
5 offifach us how requiſit Prater is in all our impor- 
; at intereſts, which like the Pillar cf Cloud and 
Jtire to rhe Iſraelites, 1s our beſt Convoy through 
ate Wilderneſs, through all the ſnares and rem- 
;\;eIiions, through all the calamiries and diſtreiles 
$ thÞ$1this World, and our moſt infallible Guide to 
Bleſie Land of Promiſe. 
jenſe161- A xD ſure when all theſe are the proper- 
avoiics of Praier, tho privat, they will not leſs be- 
Thug to the public ; ſuch a conſpiration and union 
- anÞ\:importunate Devotion, muſt have a propor- 
choſSMmable increaſe in its effet ; and if Heaven can 
- thiffler violence by the fervor of one ſingle Votary, 
ON 
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with what ſtorms, what barteries will it be ſcaled 
by a numerous Congregation? We find thelie! 
Church 1s, by Chriſt, compared to an Army with 
banners, Cant. 6.3, but ſure never is this Army jnſan 
ſo good array, in ſo invincible a poſture as uponſſic 
irs knees. The Eccleſiaſtical ſtory tells us of aſſþr: 
Legion of Chriſtians in Aurelius's Camp, who inſſo 
thar poſture diſcomfited two affailants at once fie 
the enemy and the drought; that breath which 
rhey ſent up in Praters, like a kindly exhalationfſ « 
return'd in rain, and relieved the periſhing Aru 
my : and had we but the ſame fervor, and rhe ſameſſin 
innocency , could we lift up but as pure handgÞe 
as they did, there would be no Bleſſing beyondfut 
our re:ch. Bur the leſs any of us find our ſelygae 
ſo qualified, the more need we have to put our! 
ſelves among thoſe that are. 1 
62. THERE isan happy contagion in good{ſlu 
neſs, like green wood ; we may perhaps be kind 
led by rhe neighboring flame; the example ſn 
anothers zeal may awake mine. However, therÞ8n 
is ſom advantage 1n being 1n the company : tholgWi 
ſhowers of benedicion which their Praiers bringſe 
down, are ſo plentiful,that ſom drops ar leaſt mayſit 
fcatter upon thoſe abour them. We find £Zliſhqpit 
for Fehoſhaphat's ſake, endured the preſence om 
Fehoram, whom otherwiſe he Pprofeſſes he woulgha) 
not have lockt towards, 2 Aing. 3. 14. and Gopn 
may perhaps do rhe like in this caſe, and as Ia 
pre ſpered Potiphar for Joſeph's ſake, Gen. 39.2Þ0* 
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ledſo the Piety of ſome few may redound to the be- 
theſjefit of all. From all theſe conſiderations I ſup- 
itpIpoſe may ſufficiently be evinced the neceſſicy 
' infſjnd benefir, of public Prater, and conſequently 
xnfte unreaſonableneſs of thoſe, who upon any 
f aIhretence neglec ir. I ſhall now only beſeech rhcſe 
 infio whom I ſpeak to make the application to them- 
ceelves , and to ſh<w they do ſo by their more early 
icſind more aſliduous attendance on it. 
ionfſ 63- THERE 1s alſo another Duty to which 
ArJnany of theſe to whom I write ſeem to need ſome 
zmejucitation , and that is Communicating, a part of 
ndWevotion which the looſer ſort ſcarce ever think 
onda ſeaſon till their death beds, as if that Sacr:- 
lyegnent like the Romaniſts Extreme Unction , were 
ourfealy fir for expiring ſouls, but ro ſuch we may 
ply the words of the Angel to the woman, 
dla. 24. 5. Why /eck ye the living amane the dead? 
incJWhy think ye that the Sun of Righteouſneſs is 
e oily to ſhine in the ſhades of dearh, or thar Chriſt 
herÞsnever to give us his fleſh, till we are purring off 
hoſgtur own 2 'Tis one principal end cf that Sacra- 
ringMent to engage and enable us to a new life , how 
maſrepoſterous then is it, how utterly inconſiſtent 
Lfþqvith char end to defer it ro the hour of death. 'Tis 
e orue'tis a gocd Yiaticum for ſuch as are in their 
oulgſey rowards bliſs, bur ir is too bold a hope, to 
Gogancy that it ſhall in an inſtant bring them into 
1s ilar way, who have their whole life poſted on in 
9. 2$0e contrary : the roads to Heaven and Hell lie 
R 2 | ſure 
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ſure tco far aſunder ro be within diſtance of ong|tio 
ſtep, nor can it with any ſafery be preſumed rhatſja 
once receiving at their death,ſhall expiate ſo maſt 
ny wilful negleds of itn their life. _ 
64. BUT I ſhall ſuppoſe theſe rotal Omiſſiongſyh 
are not a common guilt : yer with many others theſſac 
faulr differs only in degree , they do not Wwhollyſte 
omit, bur yet come ſo in frequently as if they 
thought it a very arbitrary matter whether rheyſjc 
come or no. And this truly is obſervable in ma-þtc 
ny who ſeem to give good artendance on otheſſutt 
parts of divine Worſhip, for indeed *tis a fadſſon 
ſpeQacle to ſee, that let a Church be never ſg: 
much crouded at Sermon , 'tis emried in an inſtaniÞat 
wnen the Communion begins , people run asitÞle! 
were frighted from it, as if they thought watliſuin 
thoſein Malichy , that the table of our Lord is pie 
luted, Mal. 1. 12. that fone peſt or infectionÞut 
would thence break forth upon them, A ſtrangtFte) 
Indignity to the Majeſty , and ingratitude to thifad 
love of our Redeemer. Let a King, or bur ſomiſtat 
great man make a public enrertainment , homie] 
hard is it to keep back the prefling multitude! 
many Officers are necefſary to repel the uninviy 6 
red gueſts, and yet here there needs more to drivot 
us to it, thothe invitation be more general, and 
the 'I reat infinitly more magnificent. Ft 
65, I know rhis fault ( like many other Þon 
ſhrouds it ſelf under a fair diſguiſe , and this barFllty 
Þarous neglect pretends to the humbleſt veneri V1. 
riol(/ 
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ne[ton, People ſay 'tis rheir great reyerence they 
arſjave for the Sacrament thar keeps them at ſo 
aeforeat a diſtance 3 but ſure that 1s but a fici- 
flous reverence which diſcards obedience; and 
mj#hen Chriſt commands our coming , ourdrawing 
heſhack looks more l1:.e ſtubborneſs and rebellion, 
llyſhten awe and reſpec, I ſuppoſe we pretend nor 
eſo exceed the Primicive Chriſtians in humiliry 
xeyÞod godly fear, and yet they communicated daily, 
12-aid rherefore ſure our reverence is of a much 
heffiffering make from theirs, if ir produce ſuch 
ſidfÞontrary effects. Indeed tis to be feared thar 
rſoany pur a great cheat upon themſelves in this 
anfÞarter. The Euchariſt is juſtly accounted the 
$itficheſt of divine Ordinances, and thoſe who 
think of no preparation in other , yet have ſome 
polyeneral impreſſions of the neceſſity of ir in this; 
J00Þut the uneaſineſs of the task diſcourages them, 
neeſtey dare not come wirhcur a wedding garment, 
thahnd yer are loth to be ar the pains to putit on, ſo 
onÞlar all this goodly pretext of reverence, is bur 
hoop Devil in Samzels Mantle, is bur ſloth clad in 
dee habir of humility, 
nvi46 .- AND to this-temtation cf ſloth, there is 
rivfÞother thing very ſubſervient, and that is the 
anSifie and ſlight opinion which is commonly taken 
 Ff fins of Omifſion , many are ſtartled ar great 
er pommiſſions think rhem to carry a face of defor- 
barqllty and horror, who in the mean time look on 
erpmiſion only as privations and meer nothings, as 
10! if 
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if all the affirmative Precepts were only things © of |p 
form, pur in by God rather to try our inclinations, [di 
then to oblige our performance ; and ſo were [V 
rather overtures and propoſals which we may af {pl 
ſent ro or not, then injundions which at our peril fa 
we muſt obey.A fancy no leſs abſurd then impious, de 
That God ſhould be content ſo to compouud with þv! 
bis creatures(and like aPrince overpuwer'd by his 
vaſſals) conſent ro remitall their homage, abſolwe |! 
them from all potitive Dury , ſo they would be but 
ſo civil as not to flic in his face, or ro commits 
outrage on his Perſon. But this wild imagination 
needs no other confutation, then thar form cf 
Inditement our Savior gives us as the Model offi: 
that which ſhall be uſed at the laſt day, Mat. 25.ye 
where the whole Proceſs lies againſt ſins of Omiſ: ni 
ſion, and yet the ſentence is as diſmal and irre 
verſible asif all rhe Commiſſions in the Worldſie 
had bin put into the Bill. | ft; 
67. And certainly of all Onuſſions none 1 i 
like to be more ſeverely charged rhen this off 
communicating, which is not only a diſobedienc k. 
but an unkindnefs , which ſtrikes not only at the b i 
Autority , but the Love of our Lord , when heſalhr 
affe&s a union with us that he creats My ſteric 

| only to effe& it, when he deſcends even to ol 8 
ſenſuality , and becauſe we want ſpiritual appe 
rites, purs himſelf within reach of our natur: 
andas he once veil 'd his Divinity in fleſh , ſo nol 
veils even that fleſh under the form of our cork bet 
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f |poral nouriſhment, on!y that he may the morein» 
. |difſolvably unite, yea incorporat himſelf with us. 
eIWhenlI ſay he does all this, weare not only im- 
{. {pious but inhuman if it will not attra&t us. Nay 
il farther, when he does all this upon the moſt en= 
$, Idearing memory of what he has before don for us, 
when he preſents himſelf to our embraces in the 
ſame form wherein he preſented himſelf to God 
jor our explation, when he ſhews us thoſe wounds 
ut IFhich our 1niquiries made, thoſe ſtripes by which 
nite were healed, that death by which we are revi- 
onflied, ſhall we to compleat the Scene of his Paſſion, 
effferce him alſo to rhat pathetic complaint , Lam. 
| offÞiv12.' Have ye no regard all ye that paſs by ? Shall 
25, he inſtead of ſmirting our breaſts (as did other 
niſ-Jntneſſes of his ſufferings) turn our backs? If 
reve can habitually do this, *ris to be feared the 
oridfiext degree will be to wag our heads too, and we 
"tall have the profaneneſs to deride, what we have 
e ot rhe Piery to commemorat, | 
s$ OF 68. AND this ſeems to be no improbable fear, 
neeQÞr in Religion there are gradual declinations as 
t thefell as advances, coldneſs and:tepidity will (if 
he ſaÞor ſtopt 1n irs progreſs) quickly grow tolothing 
ered contemt. And indeed tro what can we more 
) olifaſonably impure the great overflowings of pro- 
whFaneneſs among us, then to our ill-husbanding the 
rurieans of Grace? Now certainly of all thoſe 
) Noſteans there is none of greater energy and power 
' COMen the bleſſed Sacrament, 
por: 69, WERYy 
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69, WERz there- no other: benefit derived 
from it {ave that which the preparation implies 
'rwere very conſiderable. Ir brings us to a recof{| 
ledtion , fixes our indetinir purpoſes of ſearchingÞ 
and trying our wales , which elfe perhaps we 
ſhould infinitly defer,ſtops our carrier in fin, and 
by acquainring us with. our ſelves , ſhews us wher , 
our danger lies, and how we are to avert it, what 
breaches are made 1n upon our ſouls, and how wi 
muſt repair them ,-all which are with many &/Þ 
dom thought of , bur when the time of commu 
nicaring approches. We live ſo far off from owfÞ® 
ſelves, know ſo. little what is donin us, that we89 


| { 


auſwer the deſcription the Prophet makes of th» 
ſurprize. of Babylon, of which the King kne 7 kl 
nothing ill poſt after poſt run to inform hin 
that his City was taken at one end, Jer. 51. 14; wel 
ofren: Jie ſecure while the enewy' is within ou 
walls, and therefore they are !friendly alarny# 
which the Sacrament. gives us to Jook ro our df 
fence.>' But 1f when the Trumpet ſounds not Jo 
w1ll prepare himielf to the Bartel, if when. (86 
Miniſter gives warning of a Sacrament , and iſ 
Preparation 1r requires, we go our waies , ani” 
with Gatto care for none of thoſe things, or wittfi®" 
Felix; Agts 24. 26. put it off to a convenient. tin 
we wiltully expoſe our ſelves,.and tis bur jullft"? 
Chriſts dreadful menace ſhould -be executec updl lat 
us , that we dze in 07 ſuis, who will fruſtrate ſuc 


© 
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an opportunity of a reſcu from them. | 
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d :70. Bu T *tis not only this remoter and acci- 
o(&nral advanrage (this preventing Grace) which 
by the Holy Euchariſt affords,it contains yet greater 
nd more intrinſic benefits, is a Spring of aſ- 
liſting Grace alſo, 'tis a Magazine of Spiritual 
:[lrtillery to fortifie us againſt all afſaults of the 
devil , rhe great Catholicon forall the Maladies 
if. our Souls, that which if duly received , will 
vmalifie us ro make St. Pauls boaſt , Phil. 4. 13. 
" do all things through Chrift which ſlrengthens 
"Ie. In a word *tis tous whateyer we need , Wiſ- 
gi bo , Righteouſneſs, Sanctification , and Redem- 
$ jor , becauſe ir poſleſles us of him who is.ſo, 1 Cor. 
he 1.31. ſo that whenever we neglect it , We mani-« 
Rb ly betray our own intereſt , and do implicitly 
wh tofe death whilſt we thus run from life. 
* | 71. THu s we ſee there is a concurrence of 
Md Ilſorts of Arguments for this Duty, oli that ſome 
alt leaſt) of them may prevail ! If we are not 
+ table enough to do it In obedience, yer let us 
"Se ſo ingenious as to do it for Love, for Grati- 
"\Mide , or if for neither of thoſe, ler us bear leaſt 
*WWiſe as to do it for intereſt, and advantage. I 
"Mow people are apt to pretend buſineſs , the 
fe um and the Oxen muſt excuſe their coming to 
in Feaſt, bur alas whar buſineſs can there be of 
- qual neceſſity or advantage with this * Yer even 
upd at Apology is ſuperſeded to thoſe I now ſpeak 
'©x0Þ, Who as I obſerved before have leſure more 
"Pen enough, ſ that it would be one part of the 
But | $ benefit - 


. 


138 THE LADIES CALLING. .Pakt, 


———. LE 
= Lo 


benefit, its taking up fome of their time : lab 
me therefore earneſtly beſeech them, not 1 
grudga few of their vacant hours to this ſo happyſy 
an emploiment.. - ++ 
72, D1D any of their near Friends and Rela 
ions invite them ro an interview , they would ng 
think him too importune , tho he repeated thi 
ſummons weekly , nay daily , but wonld pun@ualh 
ly obſerve the meeting : And when their Savig 
much ſeldomer entreats their company , ſhallhs 
not obtain it ? muſt he never ſee them bur at tnghi 
or three ſolemn times of the year ? and ſhall they 
wonderat any intervening invitation (as the Sho 
namites husband did ar her going to the Prophet 
when it was neither new Moon or Sabbath , 2 Kings: 
4. 23.) and tell him 'tis not yer F after or Chriffl 
mas, this were not only to be irreligious but rude 
and methinks thoſe who ſtand ſo much upon thi 
particulars of Civility to one another , ſhoul 
not then only lay aſide their good manners whetthe 
they are totreat with their Redeemer, Certait 
ly he1s not ſo unpleaſant company that they ueeditc 
ſhun his converſe: if he do appear'ſoto any, 'tifh 
that ſhunning thar is the cauſe of it. He does n0it 
open his treſures to ſtrangers: they that comtfit 
now and then for form ſake , no wonder if rheiÞ7 
entertainment, be as cold as their addreſs. Then 
that would indeed faſt how- ſweet the Lord ini 
P/a, 34. $. muſt by the frequency of their collfti 
ing ſhew the heartineſs of it, and rhen they "mY it 
: indeed 
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weed find it a feaſt of fat things, as the Pro- 
t ſpeaks. 
of 73. In aword, ler them but make experiment, 
ſolve for a certain time (be it a year or there- 
ls bouts) to omir no opportunity, (and withall no 
> preparation) of communicating, Iam a lit- 
thi & confident they will afterwards need no other 
alportuniry but that of their own longings : the 
maepiration of thar definit time will prove the 
"I pinning of an indefinit, and their reſolutions 
iohil have no other limit but their lives. For cer- 
he Imly there 15 not in all the whole myſtery of 
eodlineſs , in all rhe Occonony of the Goſpel , ſo 
Pay pedite,ſo infallible a means of growth in Grace, 
Nh frequent and worthy participation of this 
Beſſed "400g I cannot therefore more perti- 
udeFs (ely cloſe this Section, then with this exhorta- 
toon to it , by which they will not only complear 
[their Devotions , crown and hallow the reſt of 
whelfieir Oblations to God,bur they will beadvanced 
cath bin all parts of praGical Piety : for tho this 
need other ſacred Offices be perform'd in the 
» Uhurch, the efficacy of rhem is not circumſcribed 
S nothin thoſe walls, but follows the devour ſoul 
collfough all the occurrences of human life. 
xhell 74. SHE that has intently confider'd the pre- 
TheFace of Godin the Sanctuary , has learn'd ſo 
eZ 19Wuch of his ubiquity , rhat ſhe will not eaſily for- 
Mit in other places ;and ſhe thar remembers thar 
rol Ill need no other: ouard to ſecure her innocence, 
\deey S 2 no 
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no ocyer incentive to animate her endeavors, fince( 
ſhe is view'd by him who is equally powerful yolpc 
puniſh or reward, who regards nor the perſonsſi 
of the mighty , nor can be awed into the connisflt 
vance of a crime, Indeed a ſerious advertence tof 
the divine Preſence, is the moſt certain curb rſt 
all diſorderly apperites , as cn the contrary theſſit 
not having God before their ejes, is in Scriptures 
the comprehenfive deſcription of the moſt wrerch{ 
leſs profligated ſtate of ſin. Ir concerns there-o 
fore all thoſe who aſpire to true Ptety to nurihiſc 
that awful ſenſe in their hearts , as that which will 
beſt enable them ro practice the Apoſtles advice 
2 Cor. 7. 1, To cleanſe themſelves from all filthing 
of _ and ſpirit , and to perfef holineſs in that 
fear of Ged. - Jov 
75. I am ſenſible that this Se&ion is ſpun onijla 
to a length very unproPortionable to the former 
bur as the principal wheel in an artificial mowgfc 
ment may be aliowed a bulk ſomwhar anfwerabigl 
toits uſe, fo upen the ſame account , rhe frzeoſ 
this is not unjuſtifiable , rhe Piery which this de 
figns ro recommend being rhe one neceffary rhingic 
which muſt influence all other endowments. Weil 
know the courſe reſemblance Solomon makes of i 
foir maman without difcretion , that ſhe is like 
Jewel of gold in a fwines ſnont , Prov. 11, 12. buf 
even that diſcretion (if any ſuch could be) witly/ 
out Piety were bur the adding ane jewel more,exF 
poling another yaluable pthing to the ſame ay 
CAviy' 
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nceſable ridiculous uſe. But to ſpeak cruly there is 
| rof}o real diſcretion, where there is no Religion: and 
onsliherefore Solomon ſeems in this place to under- 
ni-fand by it thar pracical Wiſdom, which in the ſa- 
e toflred Dialect (his writings eſpecially) is equiva=- 
to nt ro the fear of the Lord. *'Tis rrue, there may 
theſe a rallying wit to ſcoff and abuſe, a ſerpentine | 
ure filineſs to undermine and deceive, bur that ſort i 
chfJof Wiſdom (like that cf Achitapbell ) finally h 
* onverts into fooliſhneſs, does very ofcen appear 
do ſo in this life, but muſt certainly in the next, 
villÞccauſe it builds upon a falſe bottom, prefers rem- 
rice poral rhings before eternal. And as neither beau- 
$1 nor wit (the two celebrated accompliſhments j 
Ft women) ſo will neither Greatneſs and Honor bi 
ive any advantage withour Fiety , 'twill only (as 'F 
ontarh bin already obſerved) make rhem more 1 
nerxemplary ſinners, inflame the account,and fo ex- j 
ove thoſe them to a greater degree of condemnation, 
ablgor ſure "tis not rheir Sex rhar will reſcu them p 
- rom the diſmal denunciation of the Wiſe man, 
Viſd. 6. 6. Mighty men ſhall be mightily tormented. 
ol conclude all with another irrefragable maxim of 
Wile ſame Author » Whether one be Rich, Noble , or 
le Por , their Glory is the Fear of the Lord. 
1/1 8 
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LADIES CALLING. 


PART II. SECT. I: 
Of Virgins. 


> E have taken a view of thoſe 
general qualifications , Which 
are at once the duty and the 
ornament of the female ſex , 
_ confider'd at large. Theſe like 
he common Genus involye all ; but there are 
þ ſpecific differences, ariſing from the ſeveral 
rcumſtances and ſtates of life , fome whereof may 
ac greater __ even of the former vertues; 
id all may have ſome diſtin& and peculiar requifits 
ws to that particular ſtare and condition rand 
{theſe our- propoſed merhod engages us how to 
onfider. Human life is full of vicifſitudes and 
langes , ſo that 'ris impoſſible to enumerate all 
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the lefler accidental alterations to which it is lyable|/; 
Bur the principal and moſt diſtin&t ſcenes, in which 
a woman can be ſuppos'd regularly to be an aRogfhr 
are theſe three, Virginity , Marriage and Wh 
dowhood ; which as they differ widely from eat 
other, ſo forthe diſcharging their reſpe&ive dutiexy 
there are peculiar cautions worthy to be adyercatiii 
to, + 
2. VisGINITY is firſt in order of time, and ifwelfi 
will take S* Pauls judgment in re{pect of excellenceihl 
alſo, 1. Cor. 7- And indeed ſhe that preſerves hehe 
ſeltin that ſtate upon the account he mentions ven 
33.that ſhe may care for the things that are of theyar 
Lord, that ſhe may be holy both in body and in Spirit 
deſerves a great deal of veneration, as making ongſe 
of the neareſt approches ro the Angelical Stateie 
And accordingly in the primitive times, ſuch a Virſy 
ginity was had ina fingular eſtimation, and byths, 
alignment of the Schoolmen , hath a particulanhm 
corohet of glory belonging to ir, Nay evenſhi 
among the heathens, a conſecrated Virgin wait 
lookt on as a thing moſt ſacred. The Roman Ve 
ſtalls had extraordinary priviledges allowed thenfſſe 
by the ſtate z and they were generally held in ſucijni 
reverence, that Teſtaments and other depoſitumgiq 
of the greateſt, truſt were uſually commitred th 
theircuitody , as to the ſureſt and moſt inviolablqg 
Sanctuary. Nay their preſence was ſo to conyifo 
ed walefacors ; the Magiſtrates veiling cheitb 
faſces when they appear'd, and giving up the Criqu 
minal ro the commanding interceflion of Virgin 
knnocence. | 3. AJ 
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vel 's. As for: the religious orders of Virgins in the 
ichs elent Roman Church, tho ſome and thoſe 
torery great abuſes have crept in; yer I think 'twere 
Nipbew.1h'd ; that thoſe who ſuppreſt them in this 
anion , had confin'd themſelves within the 
ieySounds of a reformation, by chooſing rather to re- 
ellffity and regulate, then aboliſh them. 
$4 Bur cho there be not among us ſuch ſo- 
meſfieties , yet there may be Nas who are not Pro- 
nc. She who has devoted her heart to God , and 
berſhe better to ſecure his intereſt: againſt the moſt in- 
VeSnvating rival of Human Love. intends to admit 
thehone ;, and prates that ſhe may not ; does by thoſe 
it ble purpoſes conſecrate her (elf ro God : and 
oneferhaps more acceptably then if her preſumtion 
areShould make her more poſitive, and engage her in 
Virgrow ſhe 1s not (ure to perform. 
thels.Bur this is a caſe does nor much need ſtating | in 
ulaqhir Clime, wherein women are ſo little tranſported 
evenfiith this zealof voluntary Virginity , that there 
wake but few can find patience for it when neceſlary. 
Vep Ar _ maid is now thought ſuch a curſe, as no 
Fetic tary can exceed ; lookt on asthe moſt cala- 
ſud WMicous creature in nature. And 1 fo far yeild tothe 
tumÞinion, as to confeſs it ſo tothale who. are kept in 
d tdthat ſtate againſt their wills : bur ſure the original 
labl&thar miſery'is from the defire, not the reſtraint 
vie Marriage : let them but ſuppreſs that once, and 
theiſle: other will never be cheir infelicity. But 1 moſt 
Criqwr be ſo unkiad ro the ſex, as to think 'ris alwaies 
Irgiech _ that gives them averſion to Celibacy; 
. A -" TY LO 
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I doubt not{ many are frighted 'only with . chaybi 
vulgar contemt under with that ſtate lies :foifep! 
which if there be no cure, yet there is the ſame argc 
mor againſt this which is againſt all other cauſeleſgye: 
reproches', viz. to contemn it. Yet I am a little aphi 
to believe there may be a prevention 1n the caleFig 
If the ſuperannuated virgins would behave them 
ſelves with gravity and reſervedneſs , addi them 
ſelves to the ſtriReſt vertu and piety , they woul 
give the world ſome caule to believe , 'twas nou 
their neceſſity but. their choiſe which kept then 
unmarried z that they were preengag'd to a betteyſi 
Amour , eſpouſed to the ſpiritual Bridegroom : an 
this would give them among the ſoberer ſort 
leaſt the reverence and eſteem 'of Matrons. Ori 
after all caution and endeayor , they chance to fallfful 
under the tongues of malicious ſlanderers ; this 
no more then happens in all other inſtances oÞ 
duty : and if contemt be to be avoided, Chriſtianityſ! 
it (elf muſt be quitred, as well as virgin Chaſtity 

'But if on the other fide they endeavor to diſguilgi 
their age, by all the impoſtures and gaieties oft 
youthful drels and behavior, if they ſtill herd chemqſie 
ſelves among the youngeſt and vaineſt company} 
betray a young mind in! an aged body; this muſt cer: 
tainly expoſe them to: ſcorn and cenſure. It no playÞ 
no ball, or dancing meeting can eſcape them, peofit 
ple will undoubtedly conclude that they deſire to 

- pur off themſelyes, to meet with chapmen , what 
ſo conſtantly keep the fairs. I wiſh therefore theyſlus 
would more. univerſally try the former expedicntfju 
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thehhich I am confident is the beſt amuler againſt the 
foſeproch they ſo much dread , and may alſo deliver 
arShem from the danger of a more coſtly remedy, I 
leſcan that of an unequal and imprudent match , 
aptich many have ruſh'd upon as they have ran 
aleighted from the other, and ſo by an unhappy 
emgnatradiction , do both ſtay long and marry haſti- 
emJh, gall their neck to ſpare their ears , and run into 
ulie yoke rather then hear ſo flight and unreaſo- 
oguble a reproch. They need not, I think, be upbrai- 
enſed with the folly of ſuch an elecion , fince their 
tteÞyn experience is ( to many of them ) bur too ſc- 
re a monitor, I ſhall not inſiſt farther on this, 
taſſut having given the elder virgins that enſign of 
riffieir ſeniority as to ſtand firſt in my diſcourſe, [ 
lull now addreſs moregenerally to the reſt. 
isi'6. Anp here the two grand elements eflential 
S oÞpthe Virgin ſtate are Modeſty and Obedience , 
nityFich tho neceſſary to all, yet are in a more emis 
tiryFat degree requir'd here ;, and therefore, tho 
uilgve ſpoken largely of the vertu of Modeſty in 
of Ft firſt part of rhis tra, yer it will not be imper- 
empſent ro make ſome farther refletions on it , by 
nyFy of application to Virgins ,in whom modeſty 
cerÞould appear in its higheſt elevation , and ſhould 
layme up to Shametacedneſs. Her look, her ſpeech, 
peoit whole behavior ſhould own an humble diſtruſt 
e taiher ſelf ; ſhe is to look on her ſelf, but as a no- 
whace, a probationer in the world , and muſt take 
theſis time , rather to learn and obſerve, then todi- 
entfite and preſcribe: Indeed there is ſcarce any thing 
hict Aa 3 looks 
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looks more indecent , then to ſee a young maid topſut 
forward and confident in her talk. Tis the opinionſyto 
of the.wiſeman, Eccluſ. 32. 8.:that. a' young mult 
ſhould fcarce fpeak tho twice aſked,in proportion tafſt : 
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which , twill ſure not !become a young woman 
whoſe ſex: puts her under greater 'reſtrainrs', to beÞſin 
either 1mportunate- or magilterial in her diſcourſahitt 
And tho that which former ages called BoldneſsÞol 
is now.-only Aflurance-and good breeding , yet wc 
haveſeen {uch bad $uperſtructures upon thar foungſar 
dation, as ſure will : not much recommend it tat. 
any conſidering perſon. 8 
7: 'Bur there is. anather breach of Modeſty agJou: 
It relates ro Chaſtity, in which they are yet morgpun 
eſpecially concern'd. The very name of virgin imgſſee 
ports a'moſt critical niceneſ(s 1n that point. Everypli 
indecent curiolity,or impure fancy, is a:deflowringſut 
of the-mind , and every the leaſt corruption of thenſa 
gives {ome degrees of defilement. to the body toad 
tor between the ſtate of pure immaculate V irginitÞ 
and arrant Proſtitution there are many intermedulſk 
ſteps, and ſhe that makes any of chem, is ſo far deFpar 
parted from her firſt integ: ity. She that liſtensFui 
any wanton diſcourſe, has violated her ears ; ik 
thar;{peaks any, her tongue; eve:y immoddlſpt 
glance vitiates hereye, and every the lighteſt aJ's 
of :dalliance leaves famrhing of ſtain and Cullagſte 
behind/jt. There is'theretore a moſt rigorous cal 
ton requiſit. herein 3 far as nothing is more cleaei 
and white: then a. perfect Virginity , ſo every tif 
leaſt ſpot or ſoil is the more diſcernible, Befidpy 
27s YOu: 
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oſouth is for the moſt part flexible,and eaſily warps 
onfito a crookedneſs , and therefore can never ſet ir 
(if roo far from a temtation. Our tender bloſſoms 
e are fain to skreen and ſhelter , becauſe every 
n{kindly, air nips and deſtrojes them ; and no- 
bing can be more nice and delicate then a maiden 
rſaſhttu, which ought not to be expos'd to any of 
eſÞioſe malignant airs which may blaſt and corrupt 
wet, of which God knows there are too many , ſome 
unlar blow from within , and others from wich= 
Wi || 
8. Or the firſt ſort there is none more miſchie- 
y agjous then Curioſity , a temtation which foil'd hu- 
1oriin Nature even in Paradiſe : and therefore ſure 
imFkeble girle ought not to truſt her ſelf with thac 
verhkich ſubdued her better fortified parent. The 
ringfuth is, an afteed ignorance cannot be fo bla- 
henfſable in other caſes as it is commendable in this. 
roofadeed it is the ſureſt and moſt invincible guard, for 
inifie who is curious to know indecent things, *tis 
eduſds but ihe will too ſoon and too dearly buy the 
r defarning. The ſuppreſſing and dereſting all ſuch 
ns(Fioliries is therefore that eminent fundamental 
; ſhFkce of continence I would recommend to them, 
odeſÞthat which will prote& and ſecure all the reſt. 
ſt aF'9. Bur when they have ſet this guard upon 
1llagfiemſelves, they muſt provide againſt forreign 
5 calfeults coo; the moſt dangerous whereof I take to 
cleaeill Company, and Idlcneſs. Againſt the firſt they 
ry thauſt provide by a prudent choiſe of converlation , 
efidtich ſhould generally be of their own ſex ; yer 
YOuN': Not 
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not all of that neither, but ſuch who will at leaſt! 
entertain 'them innocently, if not profitably,! 
Againſt the ſecond they may ſecure themſelves byfj 
a conſtanc ſeries of emploiments : 1 mean natff* 
ſuch frivolous ones as are more idle thendoing no-f! 
thing ; bur ſuch as are ingenuous, and ſome way [ 
worth their time, wherein as the firſt place is to beſſ 
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givento the offices of piety , ſo in the intervalls off 
thoſe, there are divers others, by which they may 
not unuſetully fill up the vacancies of theirtim 
ſuch are the acquiring of any of thoſe ornamental 
improvements which become their quality,as Wri-P 
ting , Needle. works, Languages, Muſic , or theſſ# 
like. If 1 thould here inſert the art of Oeconomy# 
and Houſhold Managery , I ſhould not think 
affronted them in ir ; that being the moſt' properſſ! 
feminine buſineſs, from which neither wealth no 
oreatneſs can totally abſolve them ; and a lirtleolff 
the theory in their parents houſe, would much aſſifJ)c 
them towards the practic when they come to theinſ{ 
own. Ina word there are many parts of knowledgÞ# 
uſeful for civil as well as divine life ; and the im? 
proving themſelves in any of thoſe is a rationaÞÞ 
emploimenr. o& 
10. Bur I confeſs I know not how to red 
to that head many of thoſe things which from dqY 
vertiſements are now ſtept up to bethe ſolemn buq® 
fineſs of many young Ladies, ( and Idoubt of ſomg® 
old ;) ſuch is in the firſt place gaming, a recreatio® 
whoſe lawtfulne(s I queſtion not , whilſt it keepp® 
within the bounds of a recreation: but when it (e 
| Wo 
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2648p for a calling, 1 know not whence it derives its 
y, licenſe. And a calling ſure it ſeems to be with ſome, 
pyJa laborious one too, ſuch as they toil night and 
wefoay at, nay do not allow themſelves that remiſſion 
no{vhich the laws both of God and man have provi- 
V2y ded for the meaneſt mechanic : the Sabbath is 
\ bet them no day of reſt, but this trade goes on when 
; offi)! ſhops are ſhut. I know not how they fatisty 
nayſſahemlelves in ſuch an habitual waſt of their time, 
medt( belides all the incidental faults of avarice and 
nealfſanger ) but I much doubt that plea, whatſoever it 
Uri. ls Which paſſes with them, will ſcarce hold weight 
cheat his Tribunal,who has commanded us to redeem , 
omy9ot fling away our time. 
kj 11. There is another thing to which ſome de- 
operFicte a very conſiderable part of cheir time, and that 
-noeÞs the reading Romances , which ſeems now to be 
leoffiBought the peculiar and only becoming ſtudy of 
a\ſi{FJoung Ladies. I confeſs their youth may alice 
theiddadapr it to them when they were children, and I 
ledgÞyiſh they were alwaies in their event as harmleſs ; 
- imJut 1 fear they often leave ill impreſſions behind 
jon;Þiber. Thoſe amorous paſſions , which *tis their 
|I&lign to paint ro the utmoſt lite , are apt to infi- 
-diicwate themſelves into their unwary readers, and 
md an unhappy inverſion , a copy thall produce an 
\ buÞtiginal. When a poor young creature fhali read 
'ſomgitere of ſome triumphane Beauty , that has | know 
atioofiot how many captiv'd Knights proftrate at her 
keepÞet ,the will probably be remted to chink it a fine 
ir ſuing ; and may refle& how mach the looles time, 
Mi | B b thac 
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that has not yet ſubdu'd oneheart : and then her | 
buſineſs will be to ſpread her nets, lay her toils to 
catch ſomebody , who will more fatally enſnare 
her. And when ſhe has once wound her ſelf into an i 
amour, thoſe Authors are ſubril caſuiſts for all J 
difficult caſes that may occur in it , will inſtru& Þ 
in the neceſſary Artifices of deluding Parents and 
Friends, and put her ruine perfe&tly in her own ſs 
power. And truly this ſeems tobe ſo natural a con- ſo 
ſequent of this ſort of ſtudy, that of all the diver. 
tiſements that look ſo innocently , they can ſcarce ſþ 
fall upon any more hazardous. Indeed it is very ft 
difficult to imagine what vaſt miſcheit is don to thefſm 
World , by the falſe notions and images of things; Fi 
particularly of Love and Honor , thoſe nobleſt con-ſſ{ 
cerns of human life, repreſented in theſe Mir-ſti 
rors: but when we conſider upon what principles Ft 
the Duelliſts and Hers of the Age defend theirſit 
outrages z and how great a devotion 1s paid to luſt, |{t 
inſtead of vertuous Love; we can not be to ſeek torſ[tt, 
the Goſpel which makes theſe dodtrines appear 
orthodox. 

12, As for the entertainments wbich they findſſu 
abroad, they may be innocent, or otherwile ac-th 
cording as they are managed. The common enter; 
courſe of Civility is a debt to Humanity, and there-plc 
fore mutual vilits may often be necellary , and {qin 
C in ſome degree ) may be ſeveral harmleſs andbei 
healthful recreations which may call them abroadſth 
for I write not now to Nuns, and have no purpoliks 


roconfine them to a Cloiſter, Yer cn the oy C01 
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xx [ide to be alwaies wandring , is the condition of a 
o Iragabond, and of the two 'tis better to be a Pri- 
re [ſoner to ones home, then a Stranger. Solomon links 
n it with ſome very unlaudable qualities ofa Woman 
ll YPro. 7. 11. that her feet abide not in her houſe , 
& and 'tis an unhappy impotence not to be able to 
nd ſtay at home , when there is any thing to be ſeen 
wn abroad ; that any mask , or revel, any jollity of 
n- others muſt be their rack and torment , if they can 
er- not getto it, Alas ſuch meetings are not ſo ſure to 
rce [be (ate , that they had need be frequent , and they 
ery ue of all others leaſt like to be ſafe to thoſe , who 
the much dote on them : and therefore thoſe that find 
95; they do ſo , had need to counterbiaſs their minds, 
on-ſſand ſer them to ſomthing berter , and by more ſe- 
ir-Jtious entertainments ſupplant thoſe vanities, which 
ples fit the beſt are childiſh ; and may often prove woriez 
heirſjit being roo probable that thoſe Dinah's which are 
luſt, Jill gadding, tho on prerence to ſee only the daugh- 
c forſiers of the land Ger. 34. may at laſt meet with a 
pearſon of Hamor, | 
13. Tyezrs is alſo another great devourer of time 
findſublervient to the former, I mean dreſſing : for they 
- ac-that Love to be ſeen much abroad, will be ſure to 
nrer-Ide ſeen in the moſt exat form. And this is an em- 
here-Jploiment that does not ſteal bur challenge their 
nd time 5 what they waſt here is cum Privilegio , it 
- anddeing by the verdict of this age the proper buſineſs, 
roadJthe one ſcience wherein a young Lady is to be per- 
rpolſiely verſt ; ſo that now all vertuous emulationſis 
othqConverted into_this ſingle ambition , {who ſhall 
{id _ Bba excel 
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excel in this faculty. A vanity which I confeſs is 
is more excuſable in the youngeſt then theelder 
ſort ; they being ſuppoſabie not yer to have out. 
worn the reliques of their childhood , to which 
toies and galety were proportionable. Beſides 'tis 
ſure allowable upon a ſoberer account , that the 
who defi;n Marriage ſhould give themſelves the 
advantace of decent ornaments, and not by the 
nezligent rudenels of their dreſs bely Nature , and 
render themſelves leſs amiable then ſhe has made 
them. > Bur all this being granted, *rwill by no 
means juſtity that exceſſive curioſity and folicitude, 
that expence of time and mony too which 1s now 
uſed , a very moderate degree of all choſe will ſerve 
for thar ordinary decency which they need provide 
tor , will keepthem from the reproch of an affected 
ſingularity, which is as much as a ſober perſon 
need take care for. And I muſt takeleave ro ſay, fm 
that in order to marriage, fuch a moderation is (de 
much !jkelier ro ſucceed then the contrary extrava- ju 
cance. Among the prudenter ſort of men I am ſureſh 
iris, if it be not among the looſe and vain, againſt hh 
which *rwill be their guard, and ſo do them theo 
creater ſervice : for certainly he that choſes a wite& 
for thoſe qualities for which a wiſe man wouldre-fm; 
tuſe her, underſtands fo little what marriage is , as|m; 
portends no great felicity to her that ſhall have him.Jm; 
Pur it they defire ro marry men of ſobriety and 
diſcretion, they are obliged in juſtice to bring the 
{ame qualities they expe& , which will be very illſhh1 
pon by that excels and vanity we now ſpeak|[ | 
Fos| 
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S | 14. Fox to ſpeak a plain(tho perhaps ungrareful) 
er truth , this ( together with ſome of the modiſh 
t= Jliberties now in uſe) is it , which keeps ſo many 
ch Jyoung Ladies about the Town unmarried *till they 
is loſe the epithet of young. Sober men are afraid to 
ey frenture upon a humor ſo diſagreeing to their own , 
he Jeſt whilſt C according to the primitive reaſon of 
he marriage ) they ſeek a help, they eſpouſe a ruine. 
nd JBur this is eſpecially dreadful co aplain Country 
de Gentleman, who looks upon one of theſe fine 
no lyomen as a Gaudy Idol, to whom if he once be- 
de, tome a votary , he muſt ſacrificea great part of his 
ortune , and all his content. How reaſonable thar 
pprehenſion is , the many wracks of conſiderable 
ide Families do too evidently atteſt. But I preſume ſome 
ted ofthe nicer Ladies have ſuch a contemt of any thing 
{on that they pleaſe ro call ruſtic , that they will noe 
ay , ouch regret the averting of thoſe whom they ſo 
1 is I{elpiſe. They will not perhaps while they arein 
v4 purſuit or hopes of others ; but when thole fail , 
ſure theſe will be lookt on as a wellcome reſerve, and 
unk ſiherefore *rwill be no prudence to cut themſelyes 
cheJoff from that laſt reſort , leſt they ( as many have 
wite on ) betake themſelves to much worſe. For as in- 
Ire-Jmany inſtances 'tis the Country. which feeds and 
 » [maintains the grandeur of the Town, ſo of all com- 
him-Jmerces there, matriage would ſooneſt fail , if all 
and]Rural ſupplies were cur off. | 

: the] 15. Bur I have purſued this ſpeculation farther 
ry lthen perhaps my virgin readers will thank me for z 
peakll ſhall rerurn to that which it was brought to in- 
Fox| torcey 
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force,and beſeech them that ifnot to Men,yet to ap. 
prove themſelves to God, they will confine them- 
{elves in the matter of their dreſs within the due li- 
mits of decency and ſobriety. I thall not direc them 
to thoſe ſtrict rules which Tertullian and ſome other 
of the ancient Fathers have preſcribed in this mat- 
ter ; my petition is only thar our virgins would at 
leaſt ſo take care of their bodies, as Perſons that i 
alſo have a ſoul z which if they can be perſwaded hh 
to, they may reſerve much of their time for moreſ 
worthy uſes then thoſe of the Comb, the Tuillets, 
and the Glaſſe, And truly 'tis not a little their} 
concern to do ſo, for this ſpring of their ageis 
that critical inſtant that muſt either confirm orfſh 
blaſt the hopes of all rhe ſucceding ſeaſons. Thehh 
minds of young people are uſually compared toaſſh 
blank ſheer of paper , equally capable of the belt 
or the worſt impreſſions, *tis pitty they ſhould be 
fill'd with childiſh (crawls, and little infignificanthþi 
figures , but 'tis ſhame and horror they ſhould beſſ 
 Raind with any vicious characters, any blots olſ 
impurity or diſhonor, To prevent which let theſ 
ſevereſt notions of modeſty and honor be early andſky 
deeply impreſt upon their fouls, graven as with theſſin 
point of a Diamond , that they may be as indelibleſ 
as they are indiſpenſibly neceflary to the virginſh 
—_ :- hi 
I6. THERE is alſo another very requiſite qualitypt 
and that is Obedience, The younger ſort of virgingy 
are ſuppoſed to have parents, or if any has bin { 
unhappy as to looſe them early, they commoniſſh1 
al 
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p- fue left in the charge of ſome friend or guardian, 
n- that 1s to ſupply the place ; ſo that they cannot be 
l- to ſeek to whom this obedience is to be paid. 
m Find it isnot more their duty then their intereſt ra 
et flpay it. Youth is apt to be fooliſh in its defigns, and 
U= Kd in the purſuit of them ; and there can be no- 
at ſhhing more deplorable then to have it letr to its 
at Fielf, And therefore God, who permits not even 
led the brutes to deſticute their young ones rill they 
dre teain to the perte&ion of their kind, has pur 
ts, ſ{hildren under the guidance and protection of their 
eicharents , 'till by the maturing of their judgments 
elSftbey are qualified ro betheir own conductors. Now 
otfhis Obedience ( as that which is due to all 
Theſcher ſuperiors ) is to extend it ſelf ro all things 
toaſhat are either good or indifferent, and has no 
beltlauſe ofexceprion, but only where the command is 
d beffalawful. And in ſo wide a ſcene of action chere 
cantÞill occur fo many particular occaſions of ſubmiſ- 
| beſſon , that they had need have a great reverence of 
$ 0ifteir parents judgments , and diſtruſt of their own. 
 thefAnd if it ſhoud happen thar ſome parents are nor 
 andhvalified to give them the former , yet the general 
h thefimbecillity of their age , will remain a conſtant 
|iblefround of the later : ſo that they may ſafelicr ven- 
irgilhre themſelves ro their parents miſgaidance, then 
teir own ;/by how much the errors of humility and 
alityÞbedience , are lefle malignant then thoſe of pre- 
rginJumcion and arrogance. 
vinſq 17. Bur this is a doctrine which will ſcarce paſs 
nonlyfſor orthodox with many of the young women of 
as: - our 
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- our daies, with whom *tis prejudice enough againſt 
the prudenteſt advice that it comes from their pa. [ſ 
rents. *Tis the grand ingenuity of thele times tg 
turg every thing into Ridicule ; and if a girlecan 
but rally ſmartly upon the ſober admonition of aff 
arent , ſhe concludes the is the abler perſon; takes 
he ſelf for a wit , and the other for a top ; (a bug. f 
bear word deviſed to fright all ſeriouſneſs and i ; 
briety out of the World ) and learns not only tg 
diſobey but to contemn. Indeed the great confi. f* 
dencethat youth now ſeems to have of ics {elf , asir} 
is very indecent,ſo is it extremely pernicious, Chil. 
dren that will. attemt to go alone before the 
time , oft get dangerous falls ; and when thoſe whoff 
are bur little removed from children , ſhall caſtofÞf 
the wiſer condu of others, they oft ſadly miſcaryf 
by their own. 
18 I know this age has ſo great a contemt olf® 
the former, that 'tis but matter of ſcorn to alledaf* 
any of their cuſtoms, elſe I ſhould ſay that the li 
berries that are taken now , would then have binf® 
ſtartled at. They that ſhould then have ſeen; if 
young maid rambling abroad without her motheſ® 
or ſome other prudent perſon , would have look 
on her as a ſtray , and thought it bur a neighbor 
office to have brought her home ; whereas now ul 
a rarity ro ſee them in any company graver che 
themſclves , and ſhe thar goes with her paretific 
( unleſs ir be ſuch a parenc as is as wild as her ſelfÞ% 
thinks ſhe does but walk abroad with her jailop*1 
Burt ſure there are no ſmall miſchicts thar art | to 
""" 
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n this liberty, for it leaves them perfe&ly to the 
. coiſe of their company , a thing of too weighty an 
to (wPportance for giddy heads to determin z who will 
te ſure to elect ſuch as are of their own humor, with 
- , F/hom they may keep up a traffic of little imperti- - 
exÞ-ncies and rrifling entertainments ; and ſo by con- 
o. {quence condemn themlelves never to grow wiſer , 
j Fhich they might do by an ingenuous converſa- 
on. Nay *tis well ifthat negative ill be the worſt, 
|. þ"r it gives opportunity to any that have ill deſigns 
<ir8p0n them, 1t will be eaſy getting into their com- 
11. jeny , who have no guard to keep any body out, 
\r$09d aseaſy by little compliances and flatteries to in- 
Fnuate into their good graces , who have not the 
gicacity to diſcern to what inſidious purpoſes thoſe 
Blandiſhments are dire&ed ; and when they once 
xein to nibble at the bait,'to be pleaſed with the 
Kourtſhip , 'tis great odds they do not eſcape the 
WOK. | 
18. Aras how many poor innocent creatures 
-Kye bin thus indiſcernibly enſnared ; have ar firſt 
$rhaps only liked the wit and raillery , perhaps 
te language and addreſs , then the freedom and 
look$od humor ; *tillat laſt they come to like the per- 
\borfÞn- It is therfore a moſt neceſſary caution for 
\w ujpung women, not to truſt too much to their own 
- theſinduct , but to own their dependance on thole, to 
aredfibom God and nature has ſubjected them , and to 
+ ſelfÞok on it nor as their reſtraint and burden , but as 
-x;loÞir ſhelter and protetion. For where once the 
artenÞtoricy of a parent comes to be deſpis'd ,tho in 
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the lighteſt inſtance, it laies the foundation of 
utmoſt diſobedience. She that will notbe preſcribd 
tO in the choiſe of her ordinary diverting compa- ft 
ny , will leſs be ſoin choſing the fixt companion 
of- her life ; and we find it often eventually true, 
that thoſe who govern themſelves in the tormer, | 
will not be govern'd by their friends in the latter, fþ 
bur by preengagements of their own prevent thei 
elections for them. 
20. Anpthis is one of the higheſt injuries they} 
can do their parents, who have ſuch a native right 
in them, that'tis no leſs an injuſtice then diſobe-I 
dience todiſpoſe of themſelves without them. Thisf 
right of the parent is ſo undoubted, that we find 
God himſelt gives way to it, and will not ſuffer thelf 
moſt, holy pretence, no not that of a vow, to 
invade it, as we may lee his own ſtating of the caſeſi 
309. Numb, How will he then reſent it,co have this: 
{0 indiſpenſible a law violated upon the impulſe off 
an impotent paſhon , an amorous inclination!Þ 
Nor is the folly leſs then the fin : they injure andj 
afiict their parents , but they generally ruine andſ 
undothemſelves. And that upon a double account 
firſt as to the ſecular part. Thoſe thart are (o raſhſſh 
as to make {ſuch matches, cannot be imagined of 
provident as to examine how agreable 'tis to theith 
intereſt z or ro contrive for any thing beyond thai] 
marriage. The thoughts of their tuture remporaly 
conditions ( like thoſe oi the eternal ) can find nd 
room amidſt their fooliſh raptures, but as 1f log] 
were indeed that Deity which the Poets feignedfkr 
chef. 
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f Ithey depend on it for all, and take no farther care. 
'd [and event does commonly too ſoon inſtruct them in 
a» Jthe deceittulneſs of chat truſt ; love being ſo unable 
NN ſto fupport them, that it cannot maintain its ſelt;bur 
e, quickly expires when it has brought the lovers 
into thoſe ſtraits, from whence it cannot reſcu 
them. So that indeed it does but play the decoy 
jith them , brings them into the noole and then 
xetires. For when ſecular wants _ to pinch 
ey Fttem, all the cranſports of their kindnels doe uſually 
ot onvert into murcual accuſations, for having made 
be-Fach other miſerable. p 
his} 2:. Anp indeed there is no reaſon to expe&t any 
findſercer event, becauſe in the ſecond place they for- 
theffkit cheir title to the divine bleſſing z nay- they pur 
, toffhemſelves out of the capacity to a{k it , it being a 
calelidiculous impudence to beg- God to proſper the 
thisanſgrefſions of his law. Such weddings ſeem to 
ſe 0ifnvoke only ſome of the Poetic Romantic Deities, 
,0n*Wenzs and Hymen , from whence they derive a hap- 
 andineſs as fictitious as are the Gods that are to ſend 
: and, Ler all Virgins therfore religiouſly obſerve 
ountFhis part of Obedience to their parents , that they 
> rallſſiay nor only have their benedi&tion bur Gods, 
cd \ofind to that purpoſe let this be laid as a funda- 
\ rhelental rule,cthat chey never hearken to any propo- 
d thi} of marriage made them from any other hand , 
1porle when any ſach overture is made, divert the 
nd ifddreſs from :her ſelf and direct it to her parents , 
t 10YFhich: will be the beſt teſt imaginable tor any pre- 
gael nder. For ifhe know himſelt worthy of her,he will 
ene nor 
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not fear to avow his deſign to them ; and there.ſ} 
fore if he decline that, 'tis a certain ſymptom, 
he is conſcious of ſomthing that he knows will nogÞþ 
give a valuable canfideration ; ſo that this courſe 
will repel no ſuitor but ſuch as it is their 1ntereſtſÞ 
not to admit. Befides'tis moſt agreable to the vir. 
gin modeſty, which ſhould make marriage an a 
rather of their obedience then tneir choiſe; and 
they that think their triends roo ſtow paced in thelfj 
matter, and ſeek to outrun them;, give cauſetg 
{uſpetrhey are ſpurr'd on by ſomwhnar roo warm 
delires, 

- 22, Bur asa Daughter is neither to anticipate,ſſn 
nor contradict the will of her Parent, ſo ( to hangſp 
the ballance even )I muſt ſay ſhe is nor obligedtaſſit 
force her own , by marrying where the cannor laveyic 
ſor a negative voice in the caſe is ſure as much thaſſ 
childs right as the Parents. Ir is true ſhe oughqſ 
well to examine the grounds of her averſion , an 
it they prove only childiſh and fanciful, ſholdſ 
endeavor to correct them by reaſon and ſober congil 
fideration , but if after all ſhe cannot leave tdſho 
hate, I think ſhe ſhould not proceed ro marry, Fit 
confeſs 1 ſee not how ihe can without a ſacrilegiougſy 
hypocriſy , vow ſo ſolemnly to love where ſhe :aÞG 
theinſtane actually abhors : and where the marrieQ 
ſtate is begun with ſuch a perjury , *tis no wonde 
to find it continued on at the ſame rate, that otheffie 
parts of the vow be alſo violated ; and that ilqn 
obſerve the negative part no more then the pollf 
five, and as little forſake others, as ” in 

call 
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re-Jheartily cleave to her husband, I fear this is a con- 
m, {quence whereof there are roo many ſad inſtances 
1riow extant ; for tho doubtleſs, there are ſome Ver- 
rſefſues which will hold our again(t all the temrations 
reſtjbelr averſtons can give, nay which doat laſt even 
vitefonquer thoſe averſions, and render their duty as 
agFkly as they have kept it ſafe; yet we find there 
andfie but ſome that do ſo, thar it is no inſeparable 
theſhroperty of the ſex, and therefore it is ſure roo ha- 
etoffudous an expetiment for any of them to venture 
armmile 
22. An if they may not upon the more gene= 
te,fſous motive of Obedience, much leſs may they 
anon the worſe inducements of Avarice and Am- 
d raffition; tor a woman to make a yow to the man, 
avegſid yet intend only to marry his fortune, or his 
hee , is the baſeſt infincerity and ſuch as in any 
oner kind of civil contracts , would not only have 
Geinfamy bur the puniſhment of a cheat. Nor 
vil it all ſecure them, that in this 'ris only liable 
0 Gods tribunal, for that js not like to make the 
yetgpwom leſs but more heavy, it being as the Apoſtle 
ry. Fineſles, a fearful 1hing to fall into the handsof 
giotFeliving God. Heb. 10. 31. Ina word, marriage 
:aÞbods ordinance, and ſhould be conſiderd as ſuch; 
lit made a ſtale ro any unworthy deſign, And 
$ may well be preſum'd one cauſe why ſo few 
egutches are happy , that they are not built upon 
Fight foundation, Some are grounded upon 
alth, ſome on beauty, too ſandy botroms God 
ws to raiſe any laſting felicity on ; whilſt in the 
interim, 
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interim, vertu and piety,the only ſolid Baſis for thay 
ſuperſtru&ure, are ſcarce ever confider'd. Thug 
God is commonly left out ofthe con(ultation. The 
Lawyers are reſorted to , to ſecure the ſettlements 
all ſorts of Artificers ro make up the equipagel 
bur he is neither advis'd with as to the motives 
nor ſcarce (upplicated as to the event of wedding 
Indeed 'tis a deplorable ſight to ſee with whar light 
neſs an unconcernedneſs young people goto thaſff 
weightieſt action of their lives ; thata marriage da 
1S but a kind of Bacchanal, a more licenſed avowed 
revel , when if they duly confider'd ir, 'tis th 
hinge upon which their tuture life moves , whicl* 
turns chem over to a happy or miſerable being ; and 
therefore ought to be enter*d upon with the greatelſ 
{eriouſneſs and devotion. Our Church advik® 
excellently in the preface to matrimony , and I wil 
they would not only give it the hearing at the time* 
bur make it their ſtady a good while before: ye# 
and the matriage vow too, which 1s ſo ſtrict and 
awfull a bond , that methinks they had need welſf 
weigh every branch of it , ere they enter it; andbKſ* 
the ferventeſt praiers implore that God , who i 
the witneſs, to be thiers aſſiſtant too in its pertorſſ® 
mance, | . 
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ND now having conducted the virgin to 
-{ the entrance of another ſtate, I muſt ſhifc 
fit ſcene and atrend her thither alſo, And here 
1, is lanched into a wide ſea , thar one relation of 
renite drawing after it many others : for as ſhe 
thMouſes the man ſo ſhe does his obligations alſo 
4d wherever he by ties of nature or alliance owes 
an'fverence or kindneſs, ſhe is no leſs a debtor. 
reſt marriage is an adoption into his family , and 
a{ifore ſhe is to every branch of it to pay what 

ir ſtations there do reſpeQtvely require, To de- 


Mo te which more particularly , would be a work of 
yep length then profic. 1 ſhall therefore confine 
an preſent conſideration to therelation ſhe ſtands 
yelſto her husband,and (whar is uſually concomitant 
{bb that her children, and her ſervants, and fo 
»0 Þll confider heryn che three capacities of a Wite , 
,rioÞMother , and a Miſtreſs, | 
2, In that of a Wife her duty has ſeverall aſpects, 
it relates, firſt to his Perſon, ſecondly to his 
F{pucarion , thirdly ro his Fortune. The firſt debr 
 P his perſon is Love, which we find ſer as the 
c7,]Þme Article in the marriage vow ; and indeed that 
the moſt eſſentiall requiſite 5 without this 'ris 
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on the mans part, and a Slavery on the womans. ſc 
'Tis Love only that cements the hearts, and where 
that union is wanting , 'tis but a ſhadow , a car-{ 
caſs of marriage, Theretore as it is very neceſlary 
to bring ſome degree of this, to this State z ſo 'tighſi 
no leſs to maintain and improve it in it. This is itþ 
which facilitates all other duties of marriage; makeyſſh 
the yoke {it ſo lightly , that it rathere pleaſes thenſſi 
galls. It ſhould therefore be the ſtudy of Wives tofſ 
preſerve this flame ; that like the veltal fire it mayſÞu 
never go out: and to that end carefully to guard}: 
from all thoſe things which are naturally apt toffſd 
extinguiſh it ; of which kind are all frowardneſgſ 
and little perverſneſs of humor ; all ſullen and moi 
roſe behavior , which by taking off from the deſul 
light and complacency of converſation , will "byſſq 
degrees wear off the kindneſs. le 
3- Bur of all 1know nothing more dangerougle 
then that unhappy paſſion of Jealouſy , which chaſſda 
*cis {aid to be the child of love, yet like the vipeMi 
its birth is the certain deſtruction of the parents 
As therfore they muſt be nicely careful to givgſu 
their husbands no color , no leaſt unbrage for it 
ſo ſhould they be as reſolute to reſiſt all chat occuryſh 
to themſelves, be fo far from that buſy curioſity}! 
that induſtry to find cauſes of ſuſpicion ; thar eveiſſs 
where they preſented themſelves they ſhoul$ 
avert the conſideration ; put the moſt candid cohiſigt 
ſiruion upon any doubttul action, And indeegii 
charity in this inſtance , has not more of the Dorm 
then of the Serpent. Ir is infinitly che wile 
By * * courleſis;: 
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s. |(purle., hoth in relation to her preſent quier ,and. 
refſjer tuture innocence. The entertaining a- jealous 
r-fncy» is tlie admitting the moſt treacherous the 
ry po {diſturbing inmate in the World, and ſhe opens 
ushher breaſt to.a fury thar lets it in. *Tis certainly-one: 
icþtthe moſt enchanting frenſtes imaginable gy ot 
ee alwales in a molt reſtleſs  umportunate-ſearch 
enfſiter that. which ſhe dreads and abhors to find,.and 
toſfiakes her equally miſerable when ſhe is-injured., 
"ay 1d-- when the is nor, re bu EY 
dich-4+ AND as ſhe totally looſes her eaſe, ſo *cis 
 tofds but ſhe will part alſo with ſome degrees of 
elgſtt innocence. Jealouſy is commonly attended 
voſith a black train ; it muſters all the forces: of our 
de4aſcible part , to- aber its quarrel ; Wrath and 
"*byBager , Malice and Revenge : and by how much 

te temale impotence to govern thoſe paſſions is 
rouÞie- greater ; ſo much che more dangerous is it to 
 thaſfimic that which will ſo ſurely; ſer them- in -an 
iperMtore, -For if Jealouſy beas the wiſe man ſaies the 
rentYie of, 4.,99an Prov. 6. 32. we may well think it 
oiveſay be the fury.che. madneſs of a woman-zand 
t ited all ages have. given tragical inſtances gf ir; 
ccurÞitonly in the moſt indecent fierceneſs and clamory 
oliryFFt in the ſolemn miſcheits of actual revenges. Nay 
evelſſisto-be doubted there bave bin ſome whoſe malice 


houls rebounded ,,and have ruined themſelves in 
| cotiight ;have bin adulterous by way of retaliation: 


deed taken more ſcandalous libernies then thoſerhe 
Dorfplained of in their husbands. And when ſuc 
wiſfrmous effes as thele are the iſſues of jealouſy; 
Jurſe O20 | | Dd it 
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it cught to keep women on the ſtricteſt guard | 
againſt it, bet" n 

5. -Bur perhaps it may be ſaid that ſomeare'not ſn 
left to their Jealouſy and conjectures z bue- have] 
more demonſtrative proofs. In this age *tis indeed tio 1 
ſtratige thing for men to publiſh their fin as Sodom, [( 
and the offender does ſometimes not diſcover ſk 
but boaſt hjs crime In this caſe I confeſs -*twill befſc 
ſcarce poſhble to disbelieve him; but even hereaſſ{ 
wife has this advantage that ſhe is out of the paiiſſt 
of Suſpence 3 ſhe knows the utmoſt, and therefore 
35 now at leſure to convert all that induſtry which 
ſhe would have uſed for the diſcovery , to fortih 
her- ſelf againſt a known calamity ; which ſure ſheſſn 
may as well do in this as in ww other ; a patiengſ 
Submiſſion being -the one Catholicon in all dig 
ſtreſlesz and as the ſlighteſt can overwhelm us iſo 
we add our own impatience towards our finking Jan 
fo-the greateſt cannot , if we deny it that aid, Thejſſea 
are therefore far in the wrong , who in caſe of thi 
injury purſue their husbands with virylencies andlc 
reproches. This: is as Solomon faies Pro, 25.20f 
The powring vineger upon niter., applying corroliveſſto 
when balſoms are moſt needed , whereby they-noffli 
only encreaſe their own ſmart , but render thhe 
wound incurable, They are not thundets anfoy 
earthquakes , but ſofr gentle rains that cloſe tlifey 
{ciſlures of the ground ; and the breaches 'Qm: 
Wedlock will never be cemented by ſtorms ' allþuy 
loud outcries. Many men have bin made worleſth, 
but ſcarce ever any better by ir; tor guilt js he 
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d [nothing more then an opportunity of recrimi- 
nating, z and where the husband can accuſe the 
ot [wives bitterneſs, he thinks he need no other apo- 
velloey for his own luſt, 
tw. 6. AW1sz Diſſimulation,or very calm notice is 
m, {ire the likelieſtmeans of reclaiming,tor where men 
ver Jlave not wholy, put off humaniry, there is a native 
beJcompaſſion to a meek ſufferer. We have naturally 
eaflome regret to ſee a Lamb under the knife ; whereas 
aitiſithe 1mpatient roaring of a {wine diverts our pitty ; 
orefiſothar Patience in this caſe is as much the intereſt 
ichſJ;s ducy of a Wife. 
til 7. Burt there is another inſtance wherein that 
> ſhevertu has a yer ſeverer trial, and that is whea a 
ienWife lies under the cauſeleſs jealoufies of the 
| diefiusband), ( 1 ſay cauſelels,for if they be juſt *ris not 
us io much a ſeaſon for patience, as for repentance 
ing Jad reformation. ) This is ſure one of the greateſt 
ſhecalamities that can befall a vertuous woman ; who 
this ſhe accounts nothing ſo dear as her loialty and 
; anGbonor , ſo thinks no infelicity can equall the 
5. 20uperſing of thoſe , eſpecially = Bk "tis from him, 
xliveſio whom ſhe has bin the molt ſolicicous to approve 
y-ndffler ſelf, Yet God who permits nothing but what 
. _ thiſhe directs to ſome wile and gracious end , has an 
$ anfoverruling hand in this as well as in all other 
e tlifevents of life ; and therefore it becomes every wo- 
es Fman in that condition , to examine ſtrialy what 
$ | allflhe has don to proyoke ſo ſevere a ſcourge ; for 


yorſeſtho her heart condemn her nor of any falſneſs ro 


coveſter husband , yet probably it may of many diſloi- 
othilq- Dd 2 alties 
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alties to her God , and then ſhe is humbly tb'accept at 
even of this traducing of her innocence as the putfar 
niſhment of her iniquity , and bear it with the ſame 
temper wherewith David did the unjuſt revilingshhic 
of Shitnei 2. Kings 16.10. Let himcurſe, for thehpti 
Lord hath bidden him. CY. | In 

8.' And wherr ſhe hath made this penitentre-Jki 
fletion on her real guilts, ſhe may then with moreſþ i 
courage encounter thoſe imaginary ones which areſſra 
charged on her wherein ſhe is to uſe all prudentÞþll 
and regular means for her juſtification, thar beingþ 
a debt ſhe ows to truth, and her own fame » butſſic 
if after all, the ſuſpicion remains'*ſtill fixed ( aff 
common]y thoſe which are the moſt unreaſonable 
are the moſt obſtinate ) the may ſtill ſolace her ſelfÞn 
in her integrity , and Gods approbation of ir. Nor 
ought ſhe ro think her ſelf deſolate, that has herſſin 
appeal open to heaven. Therefore whilſt ſhe canÞþy 
look both inward and upward with comfort, whyſfca 
ſhould ſhe choſe to fix' her etes only on the obje&ſc 
of her grief ; and whilſt her own complaint is offÞio 
defamation , why ſhould the ſo diſhonor God andfol 
a good conſcience, as to ſhew any thing can beſſp 
more forcible to oppreſs, then they are to relieveſ|ta 
-and ſupport * And itſhemay nor indulge to griet, fa 
much leſs may ſhe to anger , and bitterneſs. Phe 

9. Inv ep ifſhe conſider how painfull a paſſionÞie 
jealouſy is, her husband will more need her pitty, 1c 
whotho' be be unjuſt to her , 'is' yet cruel to himePat 
ſelf ;and as we do not uſe to hate and malign thole|ery 
Lunatics who in their fits beat their friends , andF t 
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peat and gaſh chemſelves, bur rather make it on 
fare to pur all harmful engines out of their way ; 
meſþ ſhould the wife not deſpiretully ruminare upon 
josihe injury , but wiſely contrive to avert his tem- 
beations to more ; by denying her ſelt even the moſt 
nocent liberties , if ſhe ſee they diffatisfy him. 
re- know there have bin ſome of another opinion,and 
Ye ifthey thought jealouſy were to be cured by ma- 
arefpration , have in an angry contemt don things to - 
nt Þfame it , put on an unwonted freedom and jolliry, 
ns Þpſhew their husbands how lictle they had ſecur'd 
butſiemſelves by their diſtruſt. But this as it is no 
asÞhriſtian, ſo I conceive it is no prudent expedient 
bleþſcrves to ſtrengthen not only the husbands ſuſpi- 
ſ{lfÞÞn, but his party too , and make many others of 
Norfſs mind; and *tis a little to be feared, that by 
herſing ſo to brave the Jealouſy,they may at laſt come 
canÞrerify it. I have bin the longer on this theme, 
rhy cauſe as Jealouſy is the moſt fatal peſt of a mar- | 
ea life, ſo I think it more ordinarily occurs 
5 of kong people of quality, and with the worſt and 
indfſoſt durable effets .z yet what ever pretences 
 beÞÞiple may take hence , the marriage vow is too 
eveſita knot to be looſened by fancies and chimeras; 
1c}, a woman therefore be the perſon ſuſpeting or 
-  Þheced, neither will abſolve her from that love 
toner husband ſhe has ſworn to pay. 
tty, 110. Bur 'alas what hope is there that theſe 
imeFater temtations ſhall be reſiſted , whenwe ſee 
olefery the ſlighteſt diſguſt is now adaies too ſtrong 
and} the matrimonial love , nay indeed it does of 
cut]. courſe 
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courſe fall off of it (elf, which is an event ( 
much expected , that 'tis no wonder to ſee it expi 
with the firſt circuit of the moon ; but it iseverÞ 
bodies admiration to ſee it laſt one of the ſun, an 
ſometimes it vanithes ſo cleerly, as not to leave (FÞ 
much as a ſhadow behind it , not {o much as tht 
formalities of marriage; one bed, one houſe canng- 
hold them, as if they had bin put together lik! 
caſc{hot in a gun, only that they might the mor 
forcibly ſcatter ſeveral waies. Nay as if this werſſ 
deſigned and intended inthe firſt addreſſes unto mayj 
riage; a ſeparate maintenance is of courle afore har 
contracted for, and becomes as ſolemn a part oftt 
ſettlement , as a Jointure is. Plutarch obſerves 
the ancient Romans, that for 230, years after Þ 
founding of their ſtate, there never was one exampſſll 
of any married couple that ſeparated 2 it is af 
likely they could have a more binding form of maſſir 
riage then ours is, the difference mult lie betwegſ 
their veracity and our falſneſs. a 
It. Bur even amongſt thoſe who deſert nf 
each other, too many do mutually fall from tafÞ 
entireneſs and affetion which is the ſoul of mf"! 
riage ; and to help on the declination, thereaÞ0 
faſhionable Maxims taken up, to make men af 
their wives the greateſt ſtrangers to each othFpi 
Thus 'tis pronounced a picce of ill Breeding , aliſit 
of a country: Gentleman, to ſee a man go abropt. 
with his own wife ( I ſuppoſe thoſe who brouge 
up theſe rules are not to ſeek what uſe too makeque 
them ) and were the time of moſt of the modgl 
coup 
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 (puples compured , 'twould be found they are bur 
7 of their waking hours ( 1 might ſay minutes) 
engerher ; ſo , that if nothing elſe, meer deſuerude 
2n$d intermiſſion of converſation muſt needs allay, 
e (4 not quite exringuiſh their kindneſs. But 1 hope 
there are yet many who do not think the autorir 
in 2 faſhion greater then that of a vow z and ſuch 
lik! till think it their duty both to own and che- 
b that kindneſs and affe&ion they have ſo ſo- 
only promis'd, 
12. ANOTH xx debt to the perſon of a husband 
idelity:for as ſhe has eſpouſed all his intereſts,ſo 
Fiſt is oblig'd to be true to them, to keep all his 
es ets, to inform him of his dangers, yea and in a 
er thiſÞid and gentle manner to admoniſh him of his 
pits. This is the moſt genuine a of friendſhip ; 
refore ſhe who is placed in the neereſt and moſt 
imate degree of that relation, muſt . not be 
tweQuting in it, She that lies in his boſome ſhould 
a kind of ſecond conſcience to him, by purting 
M in mind both of his duty and his aberrations , 
d as long as ſhe can be bur patiently heard 'ris 
f m{tfin to omit it 'tis the greateſt trechery.to his 
ereFÞbleſt ,' ro. his immortal part, and ſuch as the 
en aÞlt officious cares of his orher intereſts can never 
othpiate. Nay indeed the is unfaithta! to her (elf 
, aliÞit, there. being nothing that does fo much.ſecure 
abroÞſt happineſs of a Wife as the vertu and piety of 
Sou husband. Yet, tho rhis 1s to have her chieteſt 
makgte, as being his principal intereſt , ſae 1s ro 
modfgle& none of the inferior , bur contribute her 
couyſ* utmoſt 
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utmoſt to his advantage in all his concerns. | þ 
13.Beyond all theſe the matrimonial fidelity hag 

ſpecial notion as itrelates to the Bed;and in that thy 
wife is to be moſt ſeverely {crupulous, and nevertg 
admit ſo much as a thought or imagination, much 
leſſe any parly or treaty contrary to her loialtyf 
Tis true wantonnelſs is one of the: fouleſt blot 
that can ſtain any of the ſex ; but *tis infinitly morgh 
odious in the matricd, it being in them an accu 
mulation of crimes ; perjury addedto unclcanneſgh 
the intamy of their family ſuperſtruted upon thei 
own ; and accordingly all lawes have made a diff 
rence in their puniſhments. Adultery was by Godly 
own award puniſht with death among the Jews&, 
Levit. 20. 10. And it ſeems it was fo agreablet; 
natural juſtice, that divers other : nations did thi 
like; and I know no reaſon, but the difficulty of 
dete&ion , that ſhould any where give it a mildeſh 
ſentence. The ſon .of Sirach has excellently defhy 
{crib'd the ſeveral gradations of the guilt Eccll 
23. I. Which 1 ſhall defire the Reader to conſul 
which who ſo does muſt certainly, wonder at thihe 
Alchimy of this age,that from ſuch-a-maſs of ſham 
and intamy can extract matter of confidence ; tlihp 
thoſe who lie under ſo many brands and ſtigmasipe 
are ſo far from hiding their faces; that none: tha 
them with ſo much boldneſs ; and the {afluranceiGz 
the guilty far exceeds that of the innocent. Bly; 
impudence is a ſlender ſhelter for guilt'z-and ſervy, 
rather to betray then hide; ſo that they-ate not. ah, 
to outtace rhe opinions of men, much _ he 
| the 


IK: cr. IL Of Wives. 33 


hey the judgments of God, who as he was (0- 

s Itonly invok'd as witneſs to their vow, fo by his 

th@mnipreſence is againſt their wills a witneſs too 

tahf its violations. 

ucly 14. AnoTa ex duty to the perſon of the husband 

ItyS obedience, a word of a very harſh ſound in the 

lotars of ſome wives , bur is certainly the duty of all: 

rad that not only by their promiſe of it , tho that 
cure ſufficient z but from an original of much older 
e|Fe , it being che mul& that was laid upon the 
eiieſt womans diſobedience roGod , that ſhe ( and 
iffe | derived from her ) ſhould be ſubje& to the 
-0«band ; ſo that the contending for ſuperiority , 
-WSYan attemt to reverſe that fundamental law, which 
1etYzlmoſt as ancient as the World. Bur ſurely God 
| tiith whom there is ao ſhadow of change , will nor 
1 ke a&s of repeal to-fatisfie the petulancy of a 
u)de w maſterleſs women, That ftatuce will ſill ſtand 
y Uforce , and if it cannot awe them into an obſer- 
ccli@nce; will not fail ro conſign them to puniſhment, 
nlullled indeed this taulc is commonly its own liftor , 
at tld does anticipate (tho not avert ) its finall doom. 
ſnam he imperiouſnefs ofa woman, dos often raiſe thoſe 
 Ulrms , wherein her ſelf is ſhipwrack'd, How plea- 
SN my a many women have lived if they had 


Wit affected dominion. Nay how much of their 
nce'Yill might they have had , if they had not ſirugled 
 Difitit. For let a man be of never {o gentle a temper 
1erVEunleſs his head be ſofter then his heart ) ſuch a 
oL.Uurpation will awake him to aflert his right, Bur 
lle. he be of a ſowre ſevere nature, if he have as great 
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a defire of rule as ſhe , backt with a much better 
title , what tempeſts what Hurricanes muſt rwoſhh 
ſuch oppoſite winds produce? And art laſt *tis com 
monly the wives lot , after an uncreditable unjuſt 
war, to make as diſadvantageous a peace , thigh 
(like all other ineffeQive rebellions ) ſerving toh 
ſtraiten her yoke, to turn an ingenuous ſubjeionſſh 
into a ſlavith ſervitude:ſo that certainly ir is nod 
only the vertue, bur the wiſdom of wives to. doff 
that upon duty , which at laſt they muſt: ( with 
more unſupportable circumſtances ) do upon -neſ 
ceſlity. ERR. 
15. And aSthey ow theſe ſeveralls to the perſonſhi 
of the husband, ſo there is alſo a debt to his repuſi 
tation. This they are to be extremely tender of , ton 
advance it, by making all that is good in him 
conſpicuous, as public as they can z; ſetting higo 
wotth in the cleereſt light, but putting his indje! 
firmities in the ſhade caſting a veil upon thoſe tit 
Skreen them from the eies of others, nay ( as falhi 
as is poſſible ) from their own too, there being 
nothing acquir'd to the wife by contemplating tbh 
husbands weakneſs , byt a temtation of deſpifigs, 
him ; which tho bad enough in ir ſel, is yet.rendender 
worſe by that train of miſchievous conſequence; 
which uſually atrend it, 1n caſe therefore of anſſe 
notable imperte&tions in him, her ſafeſt way wilþ:; 
be to conſider them no farther-then ſhe can be thr 
ſtrumental co the curing them ; bur to divert frofhn 
choſe, and refle& upon her own , which perhapsIy: 
unpartially weighed, may ballance, if nos @verpoilſpo 
hi 
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ttetſhis. And indeed thoſe wives who are apt to blaze 
heir husbands faults, doe ſhew that they have 
ther little advertedto their own, or elſe find them 
bgreat, that they are forced to that att of diver- 
08 , and ſeek in his infamy to drown theirs. But 
hat projet is a little unlucky , for nothing does in 
dber judges create greater prejudice to a woman, 
hen to ſee her forward in impeaching her husband. 


$ reputation , there is another by way of refle= 
Won , which conſiſts in a care that ſhe her (elf do 
ſorhing which may redound to his diſhonor. There 
rlogſo ſtri&t a union between a man and his wife, 
puBlat the law counts them one perſon , and conſe- 
,tqmently they can have no divided intereſt , ſo that 
me misbehavior of the woman refleds ignomi- 
 nionſly on-the man z it therefore concerns them as 
 i0Fell upon their husbands as their own account, to 
ſetÞſtain even from all appearance of evil, and pro- 
S 1alide that themſelves be ( what Ce/ar is ſaid to 
xileve requir'd of his wife ) not only withour guilt, 
o tft without ſcandal alſo, 
110817 Anorn zR part of the wives duty relates to 
deter husbands fortune, the management whereof 
enceF-nor ordinarily the wives province , but where 
i a0Þie husband thinks fir to make it ſo , ſhe is oblig'd 
/ Wiſh: adminiſter it with her beſt care and induſtry ; 
ve be by any neglect of hers to give others opportu= 
troMity of defrauding him : yer on the other {ide not 
apsFy'an immoderate tenacity or griping, to bring 
polon him and her ſelf the reproch , and which is 
his Ee 2 worle 


' 16, Bur beſides this immediate tenderneſs of 
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fion. But this is not uſually che wives field of 
ation, tho he that ſhall confider the deſcrj. 
ption which Solomon gives of a vertuous wife Proe.|jn: 
31. will be apt to think her Province is novfil 
ſo narrow and confin'd, as the humor of the ageſſi 
would repreſent it. He tells us that ſhe ſeeks wool andihc 
flax, and works diligently with her hands, that (bp 
z like the merchants ſhips, and brings her food fromiyit 
far. That ſheconfiders a field and buyes it,and withiyi 
the fruit of her hands plants « vineyard, dyc, Andifi 
leaſt this ſhould be imagin'd to be the Charaer olfffic 
a mean country Dame, he addes that her hou/choldiſhe 
z clothed in ſcarlet, and that her husband iti 
among the Elders of the land, It were eaſy to give 
inſtances from hiſtory of the advantageous menuggh 
and ave induſtry of wives, got only in ſingld 
perſons , but whole Nations. Buc nothing can bk 
more preguant , then that among the Romans: inf 
the very height and fAourich of the Empire Auguſt 
ſflus him(elt ſcarce wore any thing but of the Mit 
nufafiure of his Wife , bis ſiſter , daughters , and 
Xieces, 4s Suetonius aſlures ns. Should the gayiſe 
Llies of our fields , which neither ſow nor ſpin , ni« 
gather into barns, be exemted from furniſhingſſc 
others , and left to cloth themſelves , tis to by 
doubted they would reverſe our Saviors Parallel ou: 
Solomons glories , and nv beggar in all his rags 
would be araied like one of theſe. Luc. 12.279, | 
| 18. Bur wewillbe yer more kind, 'and impoga 
on!y acgative thrift on the wife , not to waſt : 
ih, fo Ot ri es Rr or eo moms me 7 nn 
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eſ-kmbezle her husbands eſtate , but to confine her 
offgpences within ſuch limits as that can eaſily 
:ri-jdmit ; a caution which if all women had obſerved, 
02.nany noble families had bin preſerv'd, of which 
notffiiere now remains no other memorial but that 
ageſſtey fell a ſacrifice to the profuſe vanity of a 
axJoman ; and I fear this age is like to provide many 
ore fuch monuments for the next, Our Ladies, as 
romfithey emulated the Roman Luxury ( which Se- 
pithipecs and Pliny deſcribe with ſo much indignation ) 
\ndifio ſometimes wear about them the revenues of a 
r offfich family ; and thoſe that cannot reach to that , 
bolgfhew how much 'tis againſt their wills they fall 
fitywer , by the vaſt variety and exceſs of ſuch 
giveflings as they can poſſibly compaſle ; ſo much ex- 
nugevagance not only in their own dreſs , but that 
nolei their houſes and apartments, as iftheir vanity 
n befike the Leproſy we read of Ley. 14. had infected 
$; fie very walls. And indeed 'tis a very ſpreading 
getting one, for the furniture oft conſumes the 
Vouſe , and the houſe conſumes the land : fo that 
ome Gentlemen were to calculate their eſtates, 
 gſliey might reduce all to the inventory of pe 
 wiffie 7 heſalian , who profeſt his all lay only in {uch 
ſhinſoies as did him no good. Women are now 
o beQkillfull Chymiſts, and can quickly turn their 
lel opusbands earth into Gold : but they purſue the 
FMiperiment too far , make that Gold too volatile, 
nd let it all vapor avay in inſignificant ( tho 
npogiudy ) trifles. | 
t -anÞ 19. Nox is it ever like to be otherwiſe with 
_ Rn thoſe 


PITS + n as & ? 


38 THE LADIES CALLING. Par yh 


thoſe that immoderatly affe& the town , that forgy 
of vanity , which ſupplies a perpetual ſpring 
new temtations. *Tis true there are ſome Lalieff 
wao are neceſſarily enzaged to be there : thei* 
husbands emploiments or fortunes have markt tha$'* 
out as their proper ſtation, and where the grounqp! 
of their ſtay is their duty, there is more reaſon ti J 
hope it will not betray them to ill , for temtation* 
are moſt apt to aſſault ſtragglers , thoſe that puff 
themſelves out of their proper road, And Y 
ſee not who can more properly be (aid to belo$ 
then thole women whoſe means of ſubſiſtence lesinſPc 
che Country , and yet will ſpend it no where bur aff 
London , which ſeems to carry ſomething of oppoſ* 
ſition to Gods providence , who ſurely never ca 
ſed their lot ro fall, as the Pſalmiſt (peaks, ind 
fair ground, in goodly heritages Pſalm. 16. withf 
an intent they ſhould never inhabic them. The 128 
tribes of Iſrael had their peculiar Portions in CaF 
naan aſſign'd them by lot Fo. 14. 2. and every one 
acquieſced in his part, dwelt in his own inheri 
tance : had they bin impatient of living any whereff 
bur in the Metropolis ,' had they all crouded top 
Jerufalem , all the reſt of the land would have bin 
as deſolate before the captivity as it was after," 
none would have bin left but ſuch as Nabuzaradaſ® 
permitted to ſtay Fer. 52. 16: ſome of the poor ti! 
dreſſe the vines, ani totill the ground. And tiff? 
the ſame is like to be the fate of this nation, if rhiÞ®Y 
humor g7es on 35 it has begun , which may in timq* 
proye as miſchievous to the public as it daily is tf 
private families, 20, Pug 
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rod, 20+ Bur beſides this 'tis yer farther to be con 
, ader'd, that where God gives an eſtate, he as the 
Ji = landlord affixes ſomething of duty, laies 
he kind of a rent charge upon it, expects it ſhould 
h,aintain both hoſpirality and charity ; and ſure 
und$oth theſe are fitteſt ro be don upon the place 
1 thence the ability of them riſes. All public taxes 
ion to be levied where. the eſtate lies, and I know 
pu ft why theſe which are Gods afſeſments upon ir, 
|y {ould not be paid there roo. When a Gentlemans 
pd ind becomes profitable unto him by. the ſwear 
ind labor of his poor neighbors and tenants, 
ir 2$#ill be a kind of 2:uzling of the ox 1. Cor. 9. 9.it 
zpolſiey never taſt of the fruit of their pains,if they ſhall 
-ayFver have the refrethment of a good meal , or an 
in ms 3 which they are not very like to meet with, 
ried all che profits be ſent up to maintain an equi- 
1:Þge , and keep upa parade in town, Burt. alas 'ris 
Cen not only the annual profics that go that way , 
on0t 0nly the crop, but the ſoil too ; thoſe luxuries 
jeriÞiually pray upon the vicals, cat out the very heart 
nereÞfan eſtate , and many have ſtay'd in the Town *cill 
{ roſſiey have nothing lett in the country to retire to. 

bi} 21. Now where this proceeds from the wife, 
er Plat account can ſhe give to her husband , whoſe 
:dnÞ#lineſs and indulgence ( for that muſt be ſuppos'd 
7 tf the caſe) the has ſo abus'd ? as alloro her poſte, 
rulgity and family who for her pride muſt be broughe 
thiÞw , redac'd to a condition beneath their quality, 
-im@ecauſe ſhe affeRted to live above it 7 But the will 
is tape worſe anſwer it to her (elf, on whom the has 
Buq brought 
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| brouhgt nor only the inconvenience but the gui leÞ 
a diminution, much more an indigence will be (uſt 


'Tis ſure a lofty mind will feel ſmart enough of a fall 
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ciently greivous to a vain and laviſh humor g yea 


here it will farther have an additioaal ſting, from 
. the conſcience that ſhe ows it only to her own 


pride and folly , a moſt imbittering conſideration 


and ſuch as advances the afflition beyond that/ oP 
a more innocent poverty, as much as the pain ofadf 
eavenom'd arrow exceeds that of another. j 


| 22, Bur the ſaddeſt reckoning of all. is thi 


which ſhe is to make to God, who has declar'd: 


haces robbery tho for a burnt offering ta himlellſie 
How will he then deteſt chis robbery this impo 


veriſhing of the husband , when "ris only to makeÞÞ 
an oblation to vanity and excels * It ſhould thera 
fore be the care of all wives to keep themſelve 


from a guilt for which God and man, yea and theanſi. 


ſelves alſo ſhall equally accuſe them , and to keg 
cheir expences within {uch limits , that as'bees ſuckPi 


bur do not violate or deface the flowers, ſo theyaſie 


joint proprietanes with the husbands , may enjoyſit 


| bur nor devour and deſtroy his fortune. 


23. Ihavenow run through the duries to be perf 
' form'd unto the Husband , wherein I have not uſe 2 
the exactneſs of a caſuiſt in curiouſly anatomizin$i 


every part, and ſhewing all the moſt minute part 7 


culars reducible to each head. I have only drawff : 


our the greater lines, and inſiſted on thoſe whereiff 

Wives are moſt frequently deficient. I ſhall onip 

2dd this caution, that whatever is duty to the hs | 
ang 
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eand is equally ſo, be he good or ill, the Apoſtle 
1S0mamands the ſubjeftion and fidelity, even to hea- 
ven Husbands, 1 Pet. 3. 12. and 'tis not now 
eeir defect, eirher in Piety-or Morality, that can 
mbſolye the Wife. For, beſides the inconvenience 
of making her dutyprecarious and liable to be ſub- 
nacted upon every pretence of demerir, the has by 
aÞ|emn Contrac renounc'd that hberty, and in her 
aafarriage-vow taken him for better for worſe ; and 
{is t00 late after Yows to make enquiry, Prov. 20. 
14s. to ſeek to break looſe from that bond of her 
au! ; and how uneafie ſoever the perverſneſs of 
alfic Husband may render it,he cannot thereby make 
leſs, but more rewardable by God :. for what the 

poſtle ſpeaks inthe caſe of Servants, is no leſs ap- 
erbiable to this, 1 Pet. 2.19. for this 3s thankworthy, 
vel for conſcience towards God ye endure grief, ſuf- 
ring wrongfully. Whatever duty is perfornd 

cen Man with aſpect on God, he owns asto himſelf g 
hat how unworthy ſoever the Husband may be, 

Me Wife cannot miſplace her obſervance, whilſt 
oft finally terminates it on that infinit Goodneſs 
= 6x ro whom no loye or obedience can be 

 perfiough. 
b 24. From this relation of a Wite, there ordi- 
izioF@ily ſprings another, «that of a Mother, to which 
artiÞſiere belongs a diſtin duty,which may be branch- 
rawl into many ſeverals: but I ſhall at preſent on- 
ere). reduce them to two Heads, Love and Care. 

off Mother is a title of ſo much tenderneſs, that 

» huffe find it borrowed by our common Dialect to ex- 
band ' A prels 
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preſs the moſt exuberant kindneſs; nay, even i in 


Sacred Stile it has the ſame uſe, and is often ſer af 
the higheſt example our weakneſs can comprehend 


of the Divine Compaſſions. So that Naturerſeeng® 
ſuſhciently to have ſecur'd the love of Mothers tif 
their Children, witliout the aid of any Ppoſitiv_h? 
Law; yet we find this, (as other Inſtin&ts of Ni 
ture ) is ſomtimes violated, and oftner pervert 
and applied to miſtaken purpoſes: the firſt' is byſ 
a defect of Love ; the other, by an imprudentexgÞc 
cels of it; thedetect does, I prefume, more rarely 
occur then the other; yet it doth ſometimes lap 
pen, and that either from a morole ſowrneſs of hyp 
mor, or elſe from too vehement an intention onfſ06 
{ſomthing elſe. _ 
25. Som s Women have ſuci aruggedneſs of nals 
ture, that they can love nothing , the ugly Paſſion 
of Anger and Envy, have, like Pharaoh's lean Kin 
cat up the more amiable, of Love and Joy. Pla 
was wontto adviſe crabbed auſtere Tempers, ro'$fn 
crifice to the Graces and ſuch as theſe hadineeu 
have a great deal of Chriſtian Philoſophy,to alla 
and {weerten their native Bitterneſs. But there a 
others that are nor void of the affection 'of Love 2 
bur *tis foreſtall'd by ſome other Obje&, -and ſo ſp! 
verted from their Children and 'tis alittle robJat 
doubted, thoſe Objects which ſo civert are none ( ll 
the beſt, tor the Wiſdom of God has diſpoſed 1 th 
dury into ſuch a Harmony and Conſent 'of Parts: 
that one interteres not with' another, It we love 8P9 
prohibired thing, all the -regular Obje&s _ of}, 
ind 
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;indneſs will agree well enough, and one need ne- 


of 
4 


ble, that thole Women who immoderatly love 
wager own Pleſures, do leſt regard their Children 
tabifey look '0n them as Clogs to keep them within 
027, -andthink their adverting to them, will hin- 
lier their: free range abroad, thoſe are turn'd off to 
tae care.of a Nurſe or Maid, whilſt-perhaps a Dog 
5a Monkey is thought worthy their own atrend- 
33 (dh | 
e126. Plutarch relates it as a Sarcaſm of Ceſars to 
me Foreigners whom he ſaw (at Rome) ſtrangely 
kad of ſuch little Animals, that he asked them 
\ offiiether the women tn their Country had no Chil- 
"Fen ; thereby intimating , how unreaſonable. ir 
nas for thoſe that had, to beſtow their Careſles on 
oF Creatures. And ſurely he would not have gi- 
in a milder Reprimand to ſome of our Ladies, who 


2a only pleaſe, but pride themſelves in choſe little 


»Wſuces,- ſhew chem to all comers, when perhaps 
0 may converſe with them divers daies, before 
21la$2 ſhall, by any menrion of theirs, know chat they 
e Fea Child. 
oveþ 27. To this defect of Love, many are apt to 
o diÞpute the Mothers cransfe:ring the Nurſing her 
robÞuld ro another, I am nor forward to pronounce 
n2 4 it, being loth to involve ſo mary as 1 then muſt 
4 {Þthe impucation of unnaturalneſs, TI rather chink 
partJis taken up as a piece of State and Greatneſs; for 
ve other motive, but what is founded in their Qua- 
}f olfif, could ſo univerſaliy prevail with all that are 


king Ft 2 of 


;er {ſupplant another. And indeed *cis ofc obſer- 
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of -it, But ſure this is one of the:vain Pun&illioc 
wherewith this Age abounds.z for whatever tank 
the Mother is of ,the Child carries proportion to.igſþ 
and there is the ſame equality between the greateſþ 
Lady and her own Child, as is between the meangy/ 
eſt Beggar and hers : tho indeed if there, way 
any condeſcenſion in it, the averſions of that oughiſſh 
not tooutweigh the impulſes of Nature and thy 
many advantages the Child may receive by takings 
its nouriſhment whence it derived its {ubſtanceſpy 
And therefore, tho I will not be too poſitive in alc 
ſerting the neceſſity, yet I confeſs, I cannot buyh 
look with reverence upon thoſe tew-Perſons of Hoſy 
nor, who have broke through an unreaſonabl(p: 
Cuſtom, and preferred the good of their Childs! 
before that fantaſtic privilege of Greatneſs. + Amjjer 
ſuch muſt in all Jaſtice be acknowledged -to-hayſpt; 
given a much better evidence of their loye to ther 
Children, then the others. ball 
28. There is in 4. Gellins.in his fourteenth Bodo 
{o fine a Diſcourſe on this ſubjet, where Favuiſit 
#u8s the Philoſopher is introduced , . perſwadingFit 
Noble Lady, notwithſtanding the uſual Excuſt{th 
to Nurſe her Child that nothing beſides tifec 
length, could temt me to omit the tranſcribingitÞa 
unleſs happily the lirtle ſucceſs, which a Nobluk 
Perſon of the ſame Sex here concern'd, I mean tiÞus 
Counteſs of Lincoln, in the Ingenious Book wrofd/h 
by her, and call'd her Nurſery, be a ſutficiepr 
ground of deſpairing to convince by any thing thifing 
can be ſaid. © Howgver, let theſe delicate ones / d, 


—— 


IMs cr. Il. 
ogfder the ſevere words of the Prophet , Lament. 4- 
nk» 7 he fea monffers draw out the breaſt , they give 
> He. to their young ones the daughter of my people 
of} become cruel like the oftrich in the Wilderneſs, 
andio #5 hardned again her young ones, as tho they 
vengere not hers: her labor is in vain without fear,becauſe 
olifed hath deprived her of wiſdom, neither hath he 
hawparted to her underfianding. Job. 39. 16. 
cing#/29. Bur as there may be a tauic in the defe, 
nceÞ{ehere may be alſo in the excels of love, God is 
nate only unlimited object of our love, towards all 
 buſtiers *cis eaſy ro become inordinate, and in no 
atance more then in this of children, The love of 
ablgparent is deſcending , and all things move moſt 
dragolently downwards , ſo that whereas that of chil- 
\ngien to their parents commonly needs a ſpur, this 
hayfithe parent ofren needs a bridle , eſpecially that 
rhſirhe Mother , which C by ftrength of feminine 
ikfion ) does uſually exceed the love of the Father: 
Bodfow to regulate this affection , the is to advert 
vÞtheſe two rules, firſt that the hurt nor her ſelf 
ngFit, and ſecondly that the hurt not her children; 
-uſtthe firſt ſhe is in danger if the ſuffer that humane 
s tiſection to ſwell beyond its. banks , ſo as to come 
ng itany competition with the Divine, this is to 
Joblake an Idoll of her child , for every thing is fo 
1n thÞus., which rivals the love of God in our hearts, 
wrofdhe who owns the title of a jealous God , may 
xciefprovoked. as well by the bowing our ſouls to a 
» thing image, as the proſtration ot our bodies to a 
s cod. - Accordingly we oft ſee the effects hr a8 


46 THE LADIES CALLING. Parr Hatc 
 Jouly in this particular , the doting affeRtion of ther 
| [425 is trequently puniſht wich the - untimelyſha 
death of tne Children , or if not with that 'tis manyſhe 
_ times with a ſeverer ſcourge: they live( but as yp 
' was foretold tro EI: 1, Sam. 2.33.) toagrieve beniie(; 
' eies and to conſume her heart , to be ruinous talk: 
themſelves, and afflictions to their friends ,.and talphi 
force their unhappy mothers to that ſad acclamatiqulzy( 
Luk, 23.29. Bleſſed are the wombs which bare nota x 

zo. And as rhis proves often crue, when theſj , 
dotage is generall upon all the children, ſo dogs|ſhij 
oftner when *tis more partiall and fixt upon any 
_ one; that darling which ſhe makes the only objetthqr 

of her joy uſually becomes that of her ſorrow... lhe 
iS an ordinary infirmity in Parents to heap all theighy 
kindneſs upon one , to the defrauding of. the reſt 
and too many times upon very undue motives Aer 
little excelling in point of beauty turns the ſcales 
when perhaps many more ſolid excellencies ate 
the countetpoiſe, And ſurely this is not only, unjullh 
but irrational in the parent: for all peculiarity dh 
tavor in a ſuperior, ſhould be diſpenc'd | eithalhy, 
by way of reward or encouragement z and neithalhts 
of thoſe ends can take place where 'tis only the outghe 
ward form that is conſider'd , for that cannot bill 
rewardable , to which the party has contributedhhj 
nothing, and the Pſalmiſt will cell us that 'tis Gohpj 
that hata made us and not we our ſelves P/alnm, 
\ 100, 2. and as little room is there for the ottichy 
end, that of encouragement, For as our. Savidkej 
tells us Mat. 6, none can adde a cubit to his ſtatutthe 
| n0p- 
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then. þ me 


Kor make' one hair white or black : 'ris certain 
yghemſelves cannot really doe either , cho by 
abe aid of artificial hypocriſy they trequently 


Khppear to do bothy bur thoſe are arts which neither 


engelerve nor want enconragement, the natural 
iofuty muſt bave its increaſe from the ſame ſource 
tahence-it derived its being ; there is therefore no 
Wſonable account to be given why a child ſhould 
tee preferr'd for any ſuch exterior excellency. - 

31. THz only juſtifiable ground of partiality to 
oFhildren is their vertue, for to that their own 
fFloice concurs, and fo may intitle them to re- 
ard , and 'ris alſo in their power to advance, and 
 Mhencouragements are not caſt away upon them: 
ieliy the influences of thoſe may extend farther 
ld provoke a vertuous emulation in the reſt ; bur 
S:Mien the Mother muſt ſo manage it , as to evidence 
lesFte 'ris no incquallity in her own inclination , bur 
aSeerly the force of the others deſert , not the per- 
10S. bur: che goodneſs , that biaſles her, and when 
/ Urtue is known to be the only ingratiating qua- 
they, they will at once learn the way ro become 
thefts and Gods favorites. And unleſs it be upon this 
outſie deſign, 'tis a very unſate thing for a parent to 
 Vinke any partial dilctimination among children, 
uteSich is ſure to termt the more neglected both to 
GOine ar her , and envy her darlings ; and ofren- 
ales ſuch ſeeds of rancor have bin by that means 
wed in children, as have bin hard to eradicate in 
aVioletr r1per years, Nor 15 the miſchief leſs which ſhe 


Lulthes to her fondlipgs , who beſides that they are 
nap 
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are expos'd to the malice of the reſt, are uſuallyſj 
ſpoild by it , made inſolent and untractable perhay 
their whole lives after; for where the mothers afteÞ 
ion is unbridled , commonly the childs will is ſo 
to9 , her fondneſs ſuperſeding thar diſcipline and 
correction , which ſhould , as the wiſe man ſpeaksÞ 
bow down its neck from its youth. {| 
32 Anpthelike may be ſaid where the indulg 
gence is more univerſal to all the Children , which 
is in one reſpe& worſe then the partial , becauſeſn 
it ſpoils more, not one or two but all the brood 
The doting love of a mother blinds her eyes , tha 
ſhe cannot ſee their faults , manacles her hand 
that ſhe cannot chaſtiſe them, and fo their vice 
are permitted to grow up with themſelves : aſi 
their joints knit and gather ſtrength, {ſo daft 
their ill habits, *till at laſt they are confirm 
| Into an obſtinacy ſo ſetting them in a perfe& opſie 
poſition to that pattern they ſhould imitate, - fora 
Chriſts childhood increaſt in wi/dom,and the divinſt 
favor, Lu, 2. ſo do theirs in all thoſe provoking 
follies , which may avert both the love of God andite 
man. And alas what recompence can the litcle blanhin 
diſhments and careſles of a mother make her child: 
dren,for ſuch important ſuch ineſtimable miſchielſue 
So that ſhe that will be really kind muſt cempqÞ 
her indulgence with a prudent ſeverity , or els ig, 
eminently violates the ſecond rule , by which ia 
ſhould regulate her love, and does that to Byfert 
children which Facob fear'd from his father Gen. 2Feic 
brings a curſe upon them and nota bleſſing. at! 
33. Ind 
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rh 
Wtg34ixps Bn the belt way. of :approving their 
widve, is by well diſcharging .che other branch of 
eaeir.duty., that of care ; : without this all the moſt 
honare raptures of kindneſs , are but anaiery ap= 
dition , a fantaſtic ſcene , and will no more ad- 
csHigtage a:child'; then che whole ſhambles in: pi- 
Fure can feed and. nuriſh it, Now this careis-not 
ulStemporary , mamentary duty, tor ſome. one: cri- 
chal inſtant., bur. ts;co.attend the child through the 
uſeſſverall ſtages of its minority , viz.-Infancy , child- 
Kod , and youth. -The very firſt part of their in- 
Wcy...iS a ſeaſon only for thoſe cares which con- 
Sn their bodies, providing.tortheir careful atten- 
ce, and. all. other things .conducing - to the 
- (_eogthening -their: conſtitutions, and laying: a 
 dyndacion tor future. health and vigor ; which is 
mar intereſt not only upon a bodily, burupon an 
_opMelleftual-account,, the good: temperature of.the 
ory being a-great aid towards. the free operations 
;viathemind.. And therefore Socrates and other Phi- 
kinphers , much recommend to their diſciples the 
| adlivof health , as that which freed the ſoul from 
blaniny: incumbranicesin- its purſuit of knowledg : 
- chill: it. was the comprehenſive prater of the Poer, 
hiekſt the Gods would grant a found mind in a health- 
empi'Body, ©: j 

1s 84 Bur this health is not alwaies the conſequent 
ch ilfa very nice and tender breeding, but is very oft - 
to higerthrown by it; .and if Ladies could but find in 
7. 2Feic hearts to try it, they would, I doubt not, find, 
Pt the inuring them to moderate hardſhips, would 
Indee J Gg much 
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much more conduce to the eſtablithing and: tortify-h 
ing their conſtitutions. 7-1-6 

35- Bz yo all this, the care for their exterionk, 
is {00n overtaken by a more1mportant ons, that off 
their interior, in the timing of which chere: ſeemgh 
to bea.very common miſtake in the World. Web 
look upon the ſeven Years of Infancy, as the lifdh 
meerly of an Animal, to be ſpent only in the En 
rertainments of ſenſe.z and as: we uſe not to yoak 
Calves,or back young Colts, ſo we think our Chil 
dren are for a wiille to be letr at the ſame liberty 
to have no reſtraint put on any of their Paiſonsſh 
Nay many times we excite and foment them, teach 
Children to be angry and envious, proud and ſal 
len, as 1t we ftear'd their Natural Propenſions 1 
all thefe were too faint, and wanted the help ot In 
ſticurions. But ſurely this is 2 :great and pernicioulh( 
errot:, and this ſuppoſing Children to be fo low 
Brures, is the way to make them fo longer. "Thi 
Patrons of Atheiſm:make it a moſt conitanr* Tolfs, 
pic-in the diſparagement of ' Religion, that *ris onſiei 
ed to the prejudices infuſed in -the firſt Infancyllhh 
*twere to be wiſht, that chis:Obje&ion might ſoitihp 
be complied with, that the fear of God, the low; 
of Vertue, and harred of Vice, might have tht, 
firſt poſſeſſion of the Souls and they be made tie, 
moderate their Paſſions, as ſoon as they arent x 
Capacity to have them excited and engaged. - * fm] 

36, Andtruly, it we will obſerve it, we wiſe 
ſee very early dawnings of reaſon in Infants, whiqor 
would ſooner come to a brightneſs, if we wouſaſt 
| betimy 
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ty-hecimes (er to the ſcattering of thote Paſſions which 
! ktlipſe and darken-it.. A Child will quickly be 
1inght to know what pleaſes.or diſpleaſesa Parent, 
Oiled by a very little taſt of reward or punithmenr, 
mill learn to do the one, and avoid the other : and 
Wakhen this is don, the Parent has gain'd the tunda- 
liihental Point, That of obedience; and may {uper- 
Eng on it what ſhe pleaſes, and then 'cis her fault 
oa: the Child be not by eafie and inſenſible degrees 
hulSoolded into a right torm. *Tis at firſt all one to 
te Child, whether he name God in an Oath or in 
onsfis Praiers; but a Mother by punithing che one, 
aid rewarding the other, will quickiy bring him to 
Wow there 15 a difference, and ſo proportionably 
s (Yother inſtances. As to the way of diſcipline, it 
t ay not be amiſs to obſerve, that when there is oc- 
cionion for ſeverity, *tis better to awe by actual pu- 
loigfhment then terror, and never to make uſe of in- 
TiiTire and inviſible affrightments, the beloved me- 
'Toftods of Nurſes and Servants, {uch as are the me- 
s onficing of Sprights and Mormo's, and leaving in the 
ancy@ck, that frequently make daſtardly and timerous 
{oilprefſions, which 2 long Age (carcely wears off. 

 10g7. A ſober ſenſe of things, is ro be impreſſed 
e treatable means, and this will be don wita moſt 
ade ſe. both to the Parent and Child, the ſooner 'ris: 
ett upon. The will of a tender Infant, is like its 
: * Jimbs, ſupple and pliant, bur time confirms it, and 
e wiſom hardens it; ſo tis a cruel Indulgence to the 
whior Creature, tolet it contract ſuch habits, which 
woluſt coſt him ſo dear the breaking ; or dearer, if 
xt Gg 2 never 
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never broken. And if this early care be takenof- 
the Infancy, twill much eaſe the next part, that off 
the Childhood ; for where the Iron ſineiv .in th&0 
neck is broken, where the native ſtubbornneſs igie 
ſubdued ſo early, theyoke will fit eafie,all lucceedggr 
ing parts of diſcipline will come with more facility 
and profir, The care proper to this Age, 1S, thr 
inſtructing in all parts of uſeful Knowledg, - oſpe 
which, as the Divine for the excellency both of info 
nature andits end, muſt be firſt-ranked, ſo ſhould 
be firſt and moſt induſtriouſly cultivated, and byalſo 
endearing methods impreſt, not only on the underÞh 
ſtanding,” but the heart. Piety and Virtue ſhoulgh 
be propoſ'd as the moſt amiable,as well as neceſlarar 
things,and they ſhould be invited not only to knomſſe: 
but love them, -þ 
38. Tas part of Learning is equally competeſſſ 
to both Sexes, and therefore, when the Sons aſſet 
removed from under the Mothers tuition, and fenfſid 
to more public places of erudirion, her Province Fe 
ſtill the fame as to her Daughters, ro whom flier 
ſhould not only Preach,but exemplifie it in her om({hi 
practice, no Precepts penetrating ſo much Unitifer 
Youth, asthoſe thar are ſo infored. And in ordifſ 
0 this, I ſhould commend to Mothers, the beitfay 
as much with them as they can, and taking the peſſcit 
{onal Inſpection of them; not to turn them 4g 
wholly to Servants, no nor yet Governeſles, but 
trequently themſelves to examine how they proceQut 
in the ſpeculative part of Knowledg, and no IF 4 
trequently exhort them to the practic. Þ6 
39. Map 


s |S 


104 39. Maxcus Caro would not lethis Son learn 
opt: his Slave, as diſdaining a Child ſhould owe ſo 
rhgonfiderable a benefit to fo ſervile a perſon'; and if 
s ie thought the meer teaching of Grammar, too 
edgreat a charge for ſuch a one, ſurely the whole In- 
lirgtitution of Youth is a much greater; it being that 
than which, not only a few outward Accomplith- 
- oſÞpents, bur even their Ecernity depends. The great 
 tYornelis, Mother of the Gracchi, and Aurelia the 
Id ifother of 4ugyſizs, thought it worth their pains 
yalo be Governeſſes. And the truth is, the Soul of a 
derÞnild is a little roo precious a Truſt to commit 
oulholy to the diligence and care of a mercinary Ser- 
ſlaryant ; or if they happen not to want thoſe Qualt- 
nonſcations, yer 'tis very poſſible they may Prudence, 
- TW which there is no ſmall degree requiſite to the 
maſtru&ing of Youth, too great a remiſsneſs or ſe- 
s aqferity being equally deſtructive in that affair, * And 
MWdeed, beſides -this immediate, therc are ſome 0- 
ter collateral Benefits conſequent to the Mothers 
trforming that Office, *twill bring her and her 
- offEhildren into an intimacy and converſacion, give 
 intiſfer an acquaintance with their ſeveral Capacities 
ordFad Humors ; for want of which, many Parents 
Fave erred in their Conduct, one ſort of Treatment 
ting not fit for all Childrens and the diſtinguiſh- 
ae that depending wholy on their diſcerning their 
Futicular Tempers,which cannot well be don with- 
FJut ſom converſe with them. _ 
J 40. Bzs1Dz s by this they will be witnefles how 
Picy diſpoſe their time , that they neither " 
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by doing nothing, nor yet miſemploy it by doingÞ: 
ill. And indeed there 15S ſcarce any part of the paſt 
rehts:care more important then this, idlenels beingſ#! 
no'farther removed from vice , rhen a cauſe is fromPt 
its immediat effe&, Therefore if children be per.Þl 
mitted to triflle avay their time , they will ſoonÞ 
learn totrifie avay their innocence alſo : ſo thar 'tig#! 
highly neceſſary thar they be provided of a ſucceſ.ſ 
ſion of emploiments , that by the variety they mayſ} 
be inſenſibly drawn on : nay methinkes , ir might 
very well be contrived that their recreations mightÞ* 
ſometimes conſiſt of ſuch ingenuous exerciſes, that 
they may at once both play and learn. C 

4i.Tazxs is yet another good effect of the mo 
thers preſence with the childrenC which is perhap 
no lefs material then any of the former ) cis, than 
by this aſſociating them with herſelf, ſhe prevents 
the danger of worſe ſociety. Children it the pa 
rents allow them not their company , are necella* 
rily caſt upon that of ſervants , then which thereis|t 
ſcarce a greater danger that attends youth ; for be 
fides that that low ſort of converſe debaſes their 4 
minds, makes them mean and fordid, it oftenſſs 
corrupts their manners too ; children uſually noi 
receiving more peſtilent infuſtons from any thenſſr 
{uch. Servants thar defire to ingratiate themſelves ,Þt 
and having no laudable quality whereby to do it,Þ 
mult firſt endeavor to ingrat:ate vice to them , andþne 
then by their officious miniſtries in thar, havem 
ready way of introducing themſelves into favor. Fl 
Perhaps this will be thought to concern only the 
Se . _ maſculli 
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\oaſculin part of children, and thar the female who 
ae commonty in a diſtin&t appartment , and con-= 
ng trſe only with their own ſex , are more ſecure. 
mat 1 would not adviſe mothers ro depend too 
.$uch on that, for they are no ſurer char their 
onfiughters ſhall not converſe with men, nay men 
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tiefiche meaner ſort roo, then thar their maids and 
eftendants ſhall nor do fo ; and when'tis conſfider'd, 
yÞow apt thoſe are to entertain;, if not to invite 
he wours , *tis not very probable the rooms where 
oh 


y quarter ſhall be inacceſſible to thoſe they effect. 
id it were much (ater for children tobee.in the 
Poſt public concourſe of men, then to be witneſles 
d.oblervers of the private: intrigues of ſuch lo- 
rs; .che memories of youth are very tenacious, 
dit they once be tainted withany indecent thing, - 
Il be apr to recolle& it, 'till at laſt perhapsthey- 
ne to tranſcribe it. 'Tis therefore in this reſpeta 
wy uſeful part of the Mothers care , ro make. her 
reifÞicompany to her daughters, to prevent the dans. 
- bes of a more unequal and inte&ious converſe. 

heireſ}a2. Bur if this be uſetul in childhood , 'ris no 
frenſs'then neceſlary in the next period of their time, 
 notiſten they arrive neer the growth and age of wo- 
thenſſen : then indeed the-mother ſhould nor only make 
ves, her companions , but her friends , allow them 
lo ityſlth a kind, yet modeſt , freecom, that they may 
, andſive a complacence in her company » and not be 
aveanted to ſeek ir among their interiors ; that the 
yor.flict of her kindneſs may ſupplant the pretenſtons 
y theithoſe meaner Sycophants, who by lttle farteries 
cull endeayor 
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endeavor to {crue themſelves: into, their good opik 
nion, 8& become their contidents z then which thereh 
is nothing more . miſchievous, thoſe private fca 
balls that-are held with ſuch , ſerving only tak 
render them mutinous againſt their parents : rheſeh 
family incendiaries. like thoſe in the ſtate and 
church, ſtill inculcating the one grand principle offi 
liberty., a word: {0-charming to our deptaved nay 
ture, /and :efp=cially to youth , -that they. ſhould; 
nor be truſted with ſuch- Lectures, Befides thoſs 
intimacies are often; introductions to worſe ; maniſke 
ſcandalous amours and unequal matches havin 
had their-riſe fromthem. Ic ſhould therefore be thai 
buſineſs of Mothers to prevent all ſuch perniciong; 
leagues , by preingaging them in mote ſate famihi 
liarities',. either with her ſelf, or ſome other ;. offe 
whoſe virtue ſhe has reaſon to be confident: - -. [ſh 
43. Bur the. moſt infallible ſecurity againliſu 
this and. all other -michiets,is the bringing chem inte 
an intimacy and converſation with, their maket 
by fixing a true {enſe.of Religion in their hearts) 
it that can be effequally don, tyill ſyperſede alþ6 
other expedients. She. that duely conſiders thi 
allwaies:1n Gods preſence , will: want no other nſſti 
ſ{peor.; nor will ſhe much need monitors ; Wiſe 
attends. to the advices of her own conſcience. Nei 
ther will it only tend to the ſecuring her innocencyhhe 
but her reputation-too ; it being- one Part of- thſþj 
Chriſtian law to ab#ain from all, appearance of evihnd 
I. Thefl. 22. to do things that are of good reptlſhe 
Phil. 4. 8, ſo thar piety is the one compleat armt 
' lyq 
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i-pdefend both their vertue and fame. And.'tis ex- 
gemely neceſlary they ſhould be furniſat with it, ac 
quis Age eſpecially, when they do at firſt enter in- 
þthe World, Which we may well look on as a 
king the Field, conſidering how many Aflaults 
wy are there like to meet with; and if they go 
Sithout this Armature, they may , none knows 
JW loon, be incurably wounded, of which there 
ant not many ſad inſtances, ſome whereof might 
1igtobably have bin prevented, had the Parent ta- 
iniien care to have better fortified them. 
vingh4. And indeed *tis not a little ſad to ſee how much 
 tigfis their moſt important concern 1s neglected. 
lonYlany mothers who are nicely curious in other parts 
amſ their Daughters breeding, are utterly inconſt- 
3-Mfrrate of this z they muſt have all civil Accom- 
. :\Fiſhments, bur no Chriſtian. Thoſe ate excluded 
220ac of the ſcheme of Education, and by that means 
 19tGe under the prejudice of being not only unneceſſa- 
ket, but ungentile, below the regard of Perſons of 
artsualicy. Tis much to be fear'd, that this neg- 
ie aÞ& roward their Children, is founded in a previ- 
dias contemt of Piety in themſelves, yer I ſuppoſe 
erilflis often increas'd by a little Vanity they have of 
- Wifeing them excel in ſome of thoſe exterior Qualt- 
Nelfies, which may recommend them to the humor of 
-endefhe World ; upon the improving whereof they are 
{- tbÞ intent, that more material things are over-lookt, 
fevifnd when thoſe are acquired, the pride of ſhewing 
-pmhem betraies them to orher [nconveniencies. The 
a:mQother oft not only permits,but incites the Daugh- 
ſer to the opportunities of boaſting her ng =" 
ends 
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ſends her ſo oft abroad on that deſign, that at laſtl 
perhaps ſhe cannor when ſhe would keep her ay : 
home, as Ibelieve too many have tound experiF 
mentally truz. In a word, this Interval betweenkt: 
Childhood and Majority, is the moſt Critical pointhat 
of a Womans Life, and therefore ſhould be thq/z 
moſt nicely and watily attended ; and a Mother hadþ 
need ſummon nor only all her care and diligence$ol 
but her prudence too, well to diſcharge this part ofþp 
her Obligation. " _- 
45-1SnaLiL not infiſt more minutely upon Partifvi 
culars: I have in the former Section ſpoken ſomeh 
what of what *ris fit theſe young Virgins ſhould daþit| 
and avoid, and whatever by that, or by any mordfis 
exa&trule appears their intereſt or duty, *ris tha 
Mothers to {ee it be not neglected by them ; but 
where Kindneſs alone will not prevail, tro employſte 
cheir autority too , and by a diſcreet mixture'0b 
each, ſecure their oblervance by both the tenuregh 
of Love and Reverence, Yet I ſhall a little refled 
upon one patticular 1 mention'd before, I meat 
that of Marrying where they have averſion, whichhl 
tho 1 there charg'd as the Crime of the Daughter 
yet I muſt here ſay the Original, and more inex4 
cuſable guilt 15 uſually .in the Parents, who argh 
{omerimes ſuch Idolaters ro Wealth and Honothe 
That they Sacrifice their Children to them ; a morghz 
barbarous Immolation then that ro Moloch ; for thahv 
that were very inhumane, yet it had this alleviatiF{ 
on, thatthe pain was ſhort: but a loathed Bed ife 
at Once an acute and alingring Torment, nay, " { 
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laſtly ſo, but a temrarion too; ſo that 'tis a Tyranny 
r a0 a moſt unlimited kind, extends its Efte&s even 
eriþ Eternity and fure that Mother muſt have very 
eentrified Bowels, have loſt all Natural Compaſſion, 
dinthar can fo impoſe on her Child. 
the45. 1 ſhall add no more concerning this relation 
had a Mother , but only one ſhort advice, Thar 
icegiole who groan under the fruſtration of their 
t offþpes, whole Children by any ſcandalous misbe- 
wior become the Objects of their ſhame and griet, 
attiould ſoberly confider , whether it have not bin 
megme way owing ro themſelves, eirher by neglect 
dd@their Education, or by their own ill Example : 
noreſis uſually one, and ſomtimes both. They that 
thqhon recolle&1on can aſſure themſelves 'tis neither, 
bully bear the Affiiction with much the greater 
ploſteertulneſs ; but they that cannor, I am ſure ought 
e'oÞbear it with much the more patience and ſubmiſ- 
ureShin, take it as Gods Le&ure of Repentance, and 
fleFok on their Childrens fauits as the product of 
neaeir own. And becauſe Satisfaction is an indiſpen- 
hichle parr of Repentance, they -are with their ut- 
heeroſt induſtry to endeavor the repairing thoſe Ru- 
nexÞs they have made, by recalling thole tro Virtu, 
» UFlo by their means have {trated trom it, *Tis true, 
norgie errors of Education, like a ſubti! Foifon, do fo 
noraix with the Blood, ſo incorporate into the Hu- 
r theors and Manners, that *twill be very difficult ro 
lathylay their Effects ; and therefore the leſs they are 
d Yemſelves able to do rowards ir, the more ear- 
 nolfſtly they muſt importune a Higher Power. He 
only Hh 2 Who 
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who divided the Light trom the Darkneſs, can (eh 
parate the Effects from the Cauſes ; and as he rej; 
ſtrained the natural property of Fire, inthe caſe ofth 
the three Children, Daz, 3. ſo Heonly can rely} 
their Children from that deſtruction to which theiſ 
negligence has expoſed them. But as to the inflypil 
ence their example has had, they may do ſomthinfth 
towards the redreſs of that, by ſetting them a neqpit 
Copy, making their own change ſo viſible; ſo rep 
markable, that they may have the very ſame meanjju 
of reclaiming, which there was of ſeducing thenſp 
And this is a piece of Juſtice, which ſeems to caſe 
aloud upon many Mothers. The irregularities q 
Yourh could hardly have grown to the preſenſþ. 
heighr, had they nor received warmth and ſheltqkh 
from the practice of their Elders, which does 
once give incouragement and take of reſtraints, thi 
Mother looſes not only her Autority, but her conſſ6c 
fidence to admonith or reprove. With whar fac 
can ſhe require that tri and ſevere modeſty of Flu 
young Girl, which ſhe who ſhould be a Matrofftt 
will nor practice ? or tye up the giddy wandrinflye 
humor of Youth, within thoſe bounds ſhe thinkſkl 
too ſtrait for her own? and how ready a retorriof 
will even Sctipture ir ſelf afford for ſuch an Impdp- 
ſer © Thou that teache$i another, teachc$ thou nit 
thy /elfs Rom. 2, 21, Let it therefore be the ca 
of all Mothers to live a perpetual Lecture to theſt| 
Children, ſo to exemplifie to them all Virtu aj 
Piety, thatthey may contribute ſomthing to their 
Spiritual, as well as their Natural Life, that howevgt| 
the 
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1 ſefthey may at leaſt deliver their own ſouls, and not 
> reſhave their childrens guilt recoile upon them as 
ſe ofthe unhappy originalls of it. 
eſcy/ 47. THz laſt relation of a married woman is 
heiffhat of a Miſtriſs, the inſpe&ion of the family being 
nfluplually her Province , and tho ſhe be not ſupreme 
hinfitere, yet ſhe is to improve her delegated auto- 
neity to the advantage of all under ir , and her 
 refnore conſtant reſidence gives her more oppore 
1eanfiunities of it., then the frequent avocations 
hemfpt the husband will perhaps allow him. St Paul 
d caſts it as the calling , and indiſpenſible duty of the 
e&s Qarried women , that they guide the houſe, 1. Tim: 
eſen5. 18. not thinking it a point of greatneſs to remit 
xliegthe manage. of all domeſtic concernes to a merce- 
es aſpary houſe-keeper. And indeed ſince it. has bin a 
5, thfſaſhionable thing for the Maſter to reſign up his 
colfftoncerns to the ſteward, and the Lady hers to the 
 fac{Governante, it has: gon (ill with molt great fami- 
of lies, whilſt theſe Oflicers ſerve themſelves inſtead of 
atrofſiboſe who employ them , raiſe fortunes on their 
drigfpatrons ruines , and divide the {poil of the family, 
ninkJthe houſe-keeper pilfering within doores , and the 
rfriofBailift plundering without. ©. 
mpd-. 48. Now to the well guiding of the houſe by the 
miſtreſs of it, I know no better or more comprehen- 
e catflive rule, then for. her to endeavor to make all 
 theſthat are hers to be Gods ſervants alſo ; this will 
u_ anffecure her of all thoſe intermedial qualifications 
 thefin them in which her ſecular intereſt is concerned , 
wergtheir own conſciences being the beſt ſpy ſhe _ 
the | ; let 
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ſer upon them , as to their truth and fidelity , andfit 
the beſt ſpur alſo to diligence and induſtry. Ruger 
ro the making them ſuch there will need firſt incÞt 
ſtruction, and {econdly diſcipline. Ir is a necefſaryſtit 
part of the rulers care to provide that none in thejrlt ! 
tamily ſhould want means ofneceſfary inftructioni|{1s 
I do not ſay that the Miſtreſs ſhould. ſet up for a the 
catechiſt, or preacher ; but thatthey take orderÞt 
they thould be taught by thole: who are qualitiedÞ® 
for the emploiment. And that their furniſhing them! 
vith knowledg, may nor ſerve only: to help themÞ 
to a greater number of ſtripes Zyk, 12. 47. they areÞ" 
10. give them tie opportunities of copſecrating it | 
by praier. and devotion, to that end to have public? 
divine. offices in the tamily « and that not. by ſtarts ef 
or: accidents { when a devouter gueſt is to be en-(] 
tertained:, and laid by when a prophane ) bur dailyÞ! 
and regularly, that the hours of praiers may'be-fixt Ir 
and. conſtant as thoſe of -meals, and ( if ir may 
poſlibly. be ) as much frequented 5 however that Þþ 
rowards ir the give both precept and example, - 
+ 49. A chriſtian family ſhould be the Epitome Þ 
of a Church; bur alas how many among us lye under 
a perperual Interdic&t, and yet not from the uſur- Þ 
pation of any forreign power , bur from the irreli- 
11210n of rhe domeſtics One may go into divers great Þ 
tamilies, and after {ome ſtay there, nor be ableto Þ 
{f1y that the name of God was mentioned to any || 
other purpoſe then thar of blaſphemy and execra-| 
tion, nor a text of ſcripture unleſs in Purleſqueand 
prophane Drolerie. And ſure we need not wonder | 
al | 
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ndþt the univerſal complaint thatis now made of il! 
ueſervants, when we refle& upon this 11] government 
in.Þof families, They that are ſuffer'd wholy to forget 
ny their duties toward God, wiltnot alwaies remember 
ejzſit towards man. Servants are nor ſuch Philoſophers 
>n;{that upon the bare ſtrength of a tew morall inſtin&s 
r ztbey will be yertuous, and ifby a cuſtomary negle&t 
{erfof all things ſacred , they are once taught to look 
edſat nothing beyond this world, they will often find 
enj[mtation enough here ro diſcard their honeſty , as 
ejithe moſt unthriving trade. And indeed when the 
arsÞwe of religion is quite taken off from the vulgar, 
5 it here Will fcarce any thing elſe” be found ro keep 
Jlicithem within any tolerable bounds ; ſo that *tis no 
arts els impolicic then prophane to flacken that reine. 
en: 59- Pur it 1s not only the intereſt , but the duty 
ily Þt all chat have families, ro keep up the eſteem and 
Fxt practice of Religion in chem. 'Twas one of the 
nay greateſt endearments of 4b7aham to God, that he 
hat ſlpozeld command þis howishold to keep the way of the 
Lord Gen. 18. 19. And Joſhua undertakes no leſs 
Mme for the piety of his houſhold then himſelf, s for 
der ve «nd my houſe we will ſerve the Lord Jol. 24. 15. 
ur- And ſure *ris bur reaſonable, that where we our 
eli- ſelves owe an homage, we thould make all our 
eat [(ependents acknowledg the ſame. Beſides it 1s 
eto {juſtice in reſpect of them ; for where we entertain 
any ſaſervant , we take the whole perſon into our care 
cra- jand protection , and are falſe to that undertaking 
and If we ſuffer his ſoul the moſt precious part of him 
der Fo periſh ; and God who keeps account even of his 
at | meaneſt 
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meaneſt creatures, will not patiently. reſent. ſuch 
a negle& of thoſe who bear his own Image , and; 
were ranſomed with as great a price.:as-: theigh,, 
Maſters were, for there is n0 refpett of perſons withi 
God Eph, 6.9. uh »2e 
51. Bur when Piety is plantedin a family,*rwill 
ſoon wither, if it be not kept in vigor. by Diſciahy 
pline, nay indeed to have ſervants: ſeemingly, 
devout in the oratory, and yet really licentiousþy, 
out of it , is but to convert ones houſe into. a T hea-f 
ter , have. a play of religion, and keep: a ſer off, 
actors only to perſonate and repreſent it;--: 'Tigſhe 
therefore neceflary to inquire. how they behave 
themſelves when they are off the ſtage , whethen, 
thoſe hands which they elevate in prajer , are#th 
other times induſtriouſly apply'd to work or cholgh; 


mouths wherewith they there bleſs God;are nat 
elſe where filled with oaths and curſes ,ſcutsilitien; 
and revilings ; in a word whether that form off 
Godlineſs be not defignd in commutation-tor-fge 


i] 
briety and honeſty. Indeed the goyernars-of fanllh, 
milies oughe to make a ſtrict. inſpe&tion-iinto; theſſhi 
Wangers of their ſervants,and where they find chem 

good to aftix:ſome ſpecial mark of favor , by which, 
they way both be encouraged to perſevere andl 

othersto begin; bur where they diſcern them yicigusþ; 
there as eminently to diſcountenance, {eyerely. 9h; 
admoniſh them , and uſe all fit means for-their rex}; 
claiming. , and when that ſeems hopeleſs;,,co. dif 
miſs them that they may not infe& the reſt.;;A litilehyc 
teven ſaith the Apoſtle leveneth tbe whole lawp60 &r 
_ Rs x the 
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Mihe 5. 9. and one ill ſervant (like a periſht tooth ) 
dkil be apt to corrupt his fellows. 'Tis therefore the 
ethme in families that it is in more public commu- 
ities , where ſeverity to the ill is mercy and pro- 
-2Fection to the reſt ; and were houſes thus earl 
Whyeeded of all idle and vicious perſons, they would 
Ckikot be ſo overgrown , nor degenerate into ſuch 
de wildernefles, aS many ( nay I fear moſt ) 
Whreat families now ate. 
52. Bur as lervants are not to be tolerated in 
 Aithe neglect of their duty , ſo neither are they to be 
uefeated of any of their dues. Maſters are to give 
ee their ſervants that which is juſt and equal, Col. 
ned. x. And ſure *cis but juſt and equall:that they 
»Who are rational creatures ſhould nor be treated 
A8Firh che rigor or contemt of brutes : a ſufficient and 
Mikcent proviſion , both in ſickneſs and in health is 


UKinſt debt tocthem , beſides an exa& performance of 
» Nihole particular contracts upon which they were 
'Mintertain'd. Laban had ſo much of natural juſtice, 
har he would not take the advantage of Facobs re- 
 WEEtion to him tomake him ſerve him gratis, Becauſe 
uebbou art my brother ſhould$ thoutherefore ſerve me 
ir n0ught ? tell me therefore what ſhall thy wages 


ana? Gen. 29, 15. But alas now a daies where fer- 
\WBtants have bin told, nay expreſly articled for their 
Y.Whrages , 'tis with many no eaſy thing to get it : nay 
IE His thought by ſome Maſters an inſolence,a piece of 
dif | manners to demand it; and when they have 
itt/ttrorn our a ſervant , they either pay him not at all, 
©%4t with the ſame protraction and regret , which 
the F they 
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they do their Tailors for the oid clothes they haveþs 
caſt off. ' I fear there are many inſtances of- this ha 
eſpecially among greatperſons, ir being a receivihiat 
mode with too many of them to pay no debts: rg 
thoſe who are too mean to conteſt with rhem: © Ruyhe 
however they may ruffle it out with men; it witlſſet 
one day arraign them- before God as moſt-injuriougÞs 
oppreſflors, there being no crime of that kind mote 
frequently 'or ſeverely branded in ſcripture , theta! 
this of the detention of the wages of the fervant aniÞa 
hireling. ' Beſtdes,this example of injuſtice,whereinſ{ 
the ſervant'is paſſive , is often tranfcrib*d:by himſſc 
in a&s of fraud and deceit, and he is apt to think'ltÞ« 
but an equal retaliation, to break his rruſtwhere thiſl 
Maſter breaks his-covenant', and when he ona 
attemts:to be his own pay-maſter , *tis-Hor » ro'byſ 
doubred bur he will allow himſelt large uſe for eh 
forbearance of his wages; ſo that the courſe is: 
leſs anprofitable ro the Maſter then unjuſt and 
diſhonorables oo ne on 9 one ningrlhe 
53. I aw not ſure *tis alwaies' in the” wie] 
power to prevent this or any of the former: faults 
rhe menage of che family, For her autority*being 
bart- ſubordinate ', if the- husband who is ſupreineſ® 
{a{pend her'power.; he does' by that vacating /het @ 
rule take 'of the duty" conſequent to-it:3 40 thatſha 

' whar I have ſaid caniberobligatory to» nonethitſſ 
are ſo impeded : bur:to'thoſe who either can do'ith\t 


. 


themſelves, or perſwade their husbands to it, thei 
omiſſion will be their tin, all the profaneneſs andÞr 
diſorder of the family will be charg'd upon theirf: 
acceunt, it it came by their defaulr. 54. Axvſc 
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ave 54. Anp this methinks is a conſideration 
is}hbat may - much mortity.. one uſual piece of 
vedhanity,' 1 mean that of a multitade of ſervants. 
> tee thall all of us find burden enough of our own 
Buherſonal miſcarriages , and need not. contrive to 
villſſeech in more weight from others. And in families 
ougþis generally - obſervable , that the bigger they are 
orgybe - worſe ;. vice gains boldneſs by numbers is 
bentatcht up by the warmth of.a full ſociety, and we 
andBaily fee people venture upon thoſe-enormities in 
reinſhontort- and'in a croud;, which they would nor dare 
hid they.think they ſtood fingle.: Beſides the wider 
kithbe province is,the more difficulr it is well to admi- 
thiſpiſter it; and in a heap of ſervants many faults will 
neKape undiſcern'd , eſpecially conſidering the com+ 
x beſuon- confederacy there is uſually among, them, for 
chaſe eluding of diſcipline: ſo that what the wiſeman 
wikeaks of not deſiring a multitude of unprofitable 
i dildren, I think may very well be: appli'd to ſer 
18%Þanrs, whoſeunprofitableneſs uſually increaſes toge- 
vefihcr with their number.l have now run through the 
sffveral obligations conſequent to the married ſtate., 
infbereinieven upon this very curſory view , there 
eifefſppearsi ſo many particulars , that it. they were all 
hefly attended , Ladies need not bemuch ar alofs 
hlpw co entertain themſelves, nor run abroad ina 
that|Romanric queſt after forreign divertiſements, when 
o'lt]ey haye ſuch variety ofengagements at home. -- 
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1. H = next tate which can ſucceed-tothaly 

of Marriage is Widowhood, which tho|yl 
it ſuperſedes thoſe duties which were ;terminatl[{ 
meerly inthe perſon of the husband , yet;it.endews|6/ 
thoſe which may. be paid to his aſhes.:Zovebh; 
flrong as death , Cant 8. 6. and therefoxe when ith 
is pure and genuine cannot- be  extinguiſht; by: tz 
bur burns like the funeral lamps of old: even ja[[{t 
vaults andcharnell houſes the conjugal love tragk[d 
planted into the grave ( as into a finer. \mold ſc 
improves into piety , and laies a kind offacred oblfy 
gation upon the widow to perform all offices ffi} 
o_ & kindneſs which his Remains'are capableJi 
OI, | it; 211981910 


2. Now thoſe Remains are of three forts, hs ; 
body,lis memory a,nd his children. The moſt prq-J 
per expreſſion of her love to the firſt; is 4n givieghy 
itan honorable Enterrment z I mean not ſuchas# 
may vye with the Poland extravagance { of which|k 
*tis obſerved that two or three neer ſucceding fue} 
-neralls ruine the family)but prudently proportion'dſ 
to his quality and fortune , ſo that her/zeal to his} 
:Corps may not injure a nobler relique of. him , bs} 
Children, And this decency is a much! No k 
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[ſtance of her kindneſs, then all thoſe Tragical Fu- 
ries wherewith ſome Women ſeem tranſported to» 
[wards their dead Husbands, thoſe frantick Em- 
i [braces and careſfles of a Carcaſs, which betray a 
\[Jlitrle too much the ſenſuality. of their Love. And 
i! Jit is ſomthing obſervable , that thoſe vehement 
-T [Paſhons quickly exhauſt themſelves, and by a kind 
hatſef Sympathetic Efficacy as the Body (on'which 
thoſtheir affeRtion was fixc) molders, ſo does that al- 
ua, nay often it attends not thoſe leſurely degrees 
eWfdt-diflolution, bur by a more precipitate mation 
ebJicems rather to vaniſh then conſume. $ 
n tÞ! '3, The more valuable Kindneſs theretore,is that 
' By his Memory, endeavoring to embalm that, keep 
0 fit from periſhing ; and by this innocent Magic (as 
al-fthe Egyprians were wont by a more guilty) the may 
dy fconverle with the dead, repreſent him fo to her 
-fown thoughts, that his life may ſtill be repeared to 
> Mffſher :- and as ina broken Mirror the refraction mul- 
avfiipliesthe Images, ſ@ by his diſſolution every hour 
-19 Jpreſents diſtin Idea's of him ; ſo that ſhe ſees him 
isſthe oftner, for his being hid'from her Eyes, Bur 
0&9 they uſe not ro: Embalm without Odors, fo the 
"BIF/not only to preſerve, bur perfume his Memory, 
tender it as fragrancas ſhe can, not only to her ſelf 
id@[buc orhers 5 by reviving the remembrance of what- 
ll ver was) praife-worthy in him , vindicaring him 
20d from all calumnies' and falſe accuſations, and ſti- 


Ming (or allaying)- even true ones as\much ſhe can, 


;0SFAnd indeed, a Widow'can no way better -provide-for 
Witter: 5x71 lonor , then" by this tenderneſs 'of her 


arHsbands.  4.Ysu 
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4. Ysr there is another expreſſion of it, infe- for 
riorto none of the former, and that is, the ſetting [Pa 
ſuch a valu upon her relation to him, asto.do. no« fxd 
thing unworthy of it, *Twas the dying-charge of [6n 
Anguſtus to his Wite Livia, Behave thy. ſelf well, {ht 
and remember our Marriage. And ſhe who has bin 
Wife to a Perſon of Honor, muſt {o remember-ix » 
as not to do any thing below herſelf, or which he |- 
(could he have forefeen it) ſhould juſtly haye bizjm 
althamed of-- | I [1 

5. Taz laſt Tribute ſhe can pay him isin;his Fe 
Children, Theſe he leaves as his Proxies toreceive [pi 
the kindneſs of which himſelf is uncapabley ſo.that'[k 
the Children of a Widow may claim a! doubled 
portion of the Mothers love, one upon-their Nas th 
tiveright, as hers; the other, as a bequeſt-in right 66 
of their dead Father. And indeed, fince ſhe-is ta:fmi 
ſupply the place of both Parents, ris but-neceſlaryiſf 
ſhe ſhould put. on the affe&ions of both, and to the; 
tenderneſs of a Mother, addeghe care and condu&ſt 
of a Father. Firſt, in a ſedulous care of-their' Ev1th 
ducation : and next, in the prudent. managery! 0b 
their Fortunes ; an order that is fomtimes unhappis! (bl 
ly inverted, and Mothers are ſo. concern'd to have:fof 
the Eſtate proſper in their tuition, thar- che Chile 
dren.cannort z- whilſt (by an unſeaſonable frugality):Ih 
to ſave a little expence, they deny them the advanri ſin 
rages of an Ingenious and Gentile Breeding, (well 
their Eſtates perhaps to a vaſt bulk, bur fo contracts 
and narrow their minds, that they , know-not:hoWili 
ro diſpoſe them to any real benefit of. themſelyes/Þ 

vY bs 


ik on ct... + Of Widows. 71 


— www. 


es for-others. © And this is one of the moſt pernicious 
8 [Parfimonies imaginable, a Mother by this ſeems to 
04 [dopt the Fortune, and abdicate the Child, who is 
ob ſonly madethe Beaſt to bear thoſe loads of Wealth 
Ihe will lay on, and which ſhe evidently owns as the 
it} jereareſt Treſure, ſince in tenderneſs trorhat ſheneg- 
it]e&ts him.» 
be [© 6. Y #1 ſomtimes the-ſame Effe& ſprings from 
in [mother Cauſe, and Children are ill bred, not be- 
::2Iauſe the Mother grudges the charge, bur out of a 
1s Feminine fondnels, which permits her not to part 
ve fvich them to the proper places for their education 
it! Jike Facob to Benjamin, her Soul is fo bound up in 
we them; char ſhe cannot lend them awhile even to: 
las Jtheir own'moſt neceſſary concerns z and this, tho 
ha for ſo ignoble a motive-as che other, is of no lefs 
t0'Iniſchiet, ar leaſt to her Sons, who beingby it con- 
ji fn'd ro:-home, are conſequently condemn'd to be 
he; byſon'd: (if with nothing elſe, yet) with the flat- 
1 #ies'of Servants and Tenants, who think thoſe 
Efitke beft expedient to ſecure their own ſtation. And 
0Þvirh cheſe-the young Maſter or Landlord is (o 
pic llown up; thar as if his Manors were the confines 
ve fthe World;he can look at nothing beyond them ; 
u-/$o'that when at laſt he breaks looſe from his Mo- 
9): Jhers arms; -and comes abroad, he expeds ſcarce to 
48ri[ind hisEquals; much leſs his Berters ; 'thinks heis 
elit co receive the (ame-fawning Adorations which 
a&hhewasuſed roat home :: and being poſleſt with this 
ow; lnfolentexpettarion, he 'will ſcarce be undeceived, 
v6; Rtarthepriceot many-Atﬀronts, nay; perhaps he. 
or | may 
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may buy his experience with the loſs of his life ; by ip! 
his ill maners draw on a Quarrel, wherein he finallyiio 
periſhes. That this is no impoſſible wn rugs. j 
{ome unhappy Mothers have found to their unsſie 
ſpeakable affliction. = 
7. 'T 1s not to be denied, but there are alſo dan-|/ 
gers conſequent to the breeding Children abroad: 
Vice having infinuated it ſelf even into the placesſſpr 
of Erudition, and having nor only as many, but: 
the very ſame Academies with Vertu and Learningzſat 
ſo that the extreme depravation of the times newſſc 
ſtates the Queſtion, and we are not to conſiderfibt 
which is beſt, but which is the leaſt ill diſpoſure off 
Children. And in that competition ſure the honeſt 
Education will be caſt; for there they may ſuck igÞr 


all the Venom, and nothing of the Antidote; t vs 
will not only be taught baſe things, bur (as I beforeiſ 


obſerv'd) by the baſeſt Tutors, ſuch as will addiul 
all the moſt tordid circumſtances to the improving 

of a Crime, Whereas abroad they are farſt notjſdc 
like to meer with any whoſe intereſt it ſ@ much-taff 

make them Vicious : And ſecondly, they may (wi 

ill as the worid is) meet with many who may giveſſſi 
them both Precepts and Examples of a better kind 
Beſides the Diſcipline uſed in thoſe Communisſvp 
ties makes them know themſelves z, and the vas 

rious ſorts of Learning they may acquire, will noi 
only prove uſeful.divertiſement (the want of whichMn 
15 the great ſpring of miſchief) bne will, if rightly 
apply'd, furniſh them with Ingenious and Yercuoud 
Principles, ſuch as may ſet them above all vile andÞj 


” 


ignoblo. 
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y [gnoblepractices.” So thar'there ſeems a conſpira- 
yſtion of motives to-wrelt the child from the telucting 
q, [Mother , and to perſwade her for a while to deny 
n+fher ſelf that defire. of her eies , that ſo he may ac 
| [aſt anſwer the more rationall deſire of her heart. 
n+ 8. A's to the other part of her obligation , the 
d;[nanaging-of their fortune , there 1s the ſame rule 
egor her-as for all other perſons that have a Truſt , 
ueſriz. to doas: for themſelves ; that is with the ſame 
giſareanddiligence ( if not a greater ) as in herown 
emiſeculiar concern, I do not ſay that ſhe ſhall con- 
lepund-the property , and make it indeed her own 
ofÞ®y applying it to her particular uſe. A thing I tear 
meſhich 'is'too often don, eſpecially by the gaier 
igfÞrt of widows , who to keep up their own equi- 


Wy age , do ſometimes incroach upon their ſons pecu- 


: =. 


orefar, and 1 wiſh even that(tho bad enough) wete the 
idly cafe wherein it were don, Bur 'tis ſometimes 
ing. make her a better prize to a ſecond husband: 
Gl goes into another family , and as if ſhe were a 

afolony ſent out. by her ſon, he muſt pay for the 

Yanting her there , indeed the oft repeating this 
imeÞYyjary., has advanc't it now into a cuſtom , and 
nd;ae:management ofthe minors eſtate is reckon'd on 
znj-{partiof the witows fortune. Bur I confeſs I ſee 
va-Jot what there 4sin thetitle ofa Mother , that can 
zo{icimate. her-defrauding her child ; ic rather enve- 
uchſns the: crime and adds unnaturallneſs to deceit, 
nlyFelides 'ris a prepoſterous ſort of guile. Orphans 
108d Widows are in ſcripture link'd: together as 
andPjects of: Guds and goot: mens. pity , and of 11! 
oblqp-::,.. - mens 
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mens oppreſſion, and how ill alas does civill war , 
look among fellow ſufferers ; the Widow to injureſ/ 
the Orphan is like that uncouth oppreſſion So/omoyſ 
ſpeaks of Prov. 28.3. Apoor man that oppreſſeth the 
poor, 1S like ' a ſweeping rain which leaveth no food. q 
Such kind of rapines are asexceilive in their degree, ſs 
as prodigious in their kind, and I believe there ar 
many inſtances of fons , who have ſuffer d more byſ; 
the guardianſhip of their Mothers ,then they couldh;, 
probably have don by the outrage of ſtrangers, | 

9, How well ſuch Mothers anſwer their obliga [ 
tions to their dead Husbands, I muſt leaveirrg;, 
their own conlciences to diſcuſs , I ſhall only offedy 
them thee ſteps of gradation by which to proceed 
Firſt that injuſtice of any ſort is a great fin , 1 


condly that when 'tis in a matter of truſt tis com. 
[4 


o 
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plicated with treachery alſo , thirdly thar of al 


truſts thoſe to the dead have allwaies bin eſteem! fy 
the moſt ſacred : if they can find any allay to thel$; 
by the two remaining circumſtances, that *cis thi 
cruſt of a husband, and the intereſt of a child, 4 
ſhall confeſs them very ſubtil caſuiſts, E þ 

10, I have hicherto ſpoke of what the widowſi” 
ows to her dead hnsband ; bur there is alſo ſome; 
what of peculiar obligation in relation to her {dff*! 
God who has plac'd us in this World to purſiteth pr 
intereſts of a bercer, directs all rhe ſignal a&s'q, 
his providence to that end, and intends we'ſhoulWh; 
ſo interpret them. So that every grear change thi 0 
; occurs » is defign'd either to recall us from a wronff- 
way , or to quicken our pacein the right, " bY 

widoP- 
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> [nidow may more then conjeRure , that when God 


'Uirkes away the mate of her boſome , reduces her 
tho a ſolitude, he does by ir ſound a retreat from 
he lighter jollities and gaieries of the world. And 
be $i1n compliance with civill cuſtome the immyres 
oder ſelf, firs in darkneſs for a while ; ſo ſhe ſhould 
<Jpur 0n a more retir'd temper. of mind , a more 
"trict and ſevere behavior , and that not to be caſt 
bu with her veil, but to be the conſtant dreſs of 
Uter widowhood. Indeed thar ſtate as it requires 
ok 2 great ſobriety and piety, ſo ir affords many ad- 
> Þantages rowards.it, the Apoſtle tell us, that ſhe 
Iwo 2 married careth for the things of the World 
let bow ſhe may fouls ber hushand 1.Cor. 7.34, There 
x" ae many things which are but the due compli- 
> Jances of a wife, whichiyet are great avocations , and 
bo dcerrupters of a ſtrict devotion ; when ſhe is ma- 
L Aumicred , from that ſubjection, when ſhe has leſs 


TY, 
ay of Martha's care of ſerving, ſhe is then ar liberty to 
wh ( ole Mary part , Luk, 10. 42. She has her time 
4" $9 her fortune at her qwn command , and conle- 

> Jquently may much more abound in the works both 
- 16091. piety and charity, We find God himſelf re- 
.. Jitenchr the wives power of binding her own ſoul 
Taj Num, 30. Her yaws were totally infienificant with= 
morn (01g her husbands confirmation ; but the widow 
at might devore her ſelf co what degree ſhe pleas'd , 
wa ner piety has no reſtraint from any other INCOn- 
- oh bſtent obligation , but may (well as high as it can, 
my | hoſe hours which were before her husbands right, 


and: 


- 
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gem now to devolve on God the grand proprietor 
Kk 2 of 
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of our time: that diſcourſe and free converſe wheres | 4 
with ſhe entertain'd him,ſhe may now convert itito | 
colloquies and ſpirituall entercourſe with' [her [C 
maker z and that love which was only human [0 
before, by the change of its object acquires a'ſub« B 
limity', is exalted 1nto divine , from loial dury Je' 
and conjugal affetion becomes the eternal Nov 
and happineſs of Angels , the ardorof a Cherubim. * 
Thus may ſhe in a higher ſence verify Sampſont [® 
riddle Fud. 14. 14. Fetch hony out of @ carcaſſe, | 
make her husbands Aſhes ( like thoſe of the heifer J 
under the law Heb. 9. 13.) her Purification , his tl 
corruption may help to put on incorruption , and Þ 
her loſle of a temporary confort may inſtate her lÞÞ 
aneternal, Ss ; £6 47 Bipt 
11. AND as her ſelf fo her fortune may 
alſo be conſecrated , and indeed if ſhe be, rhar'Þ#: 
will alſo.” ' It ſhe have made an eſcape out of Þ 
Zgypt , there ſhall not a hoof belefc behind hery, ſv 
Ex. 10.'26.  No-pait of her poſſeflions will be'Þ 
aſſfign'd to vanity and exceſs. She who hath really'Þ# 
devoted her ſelf ro piety , faſted and 'praied with Ic 
Anna Luk. 2.37. will alſo be full of good works and Pt 
alms-deeds with Tabitha, Att. 9. 36. Thus ſhe may Fit 
be a mother when ſhe ceaſes to bear z and tho/it 
ihe no_more increaſe one ques 3 ſhe may ſupport | 
many ; and certainly the fertility of the womb , 1s: Þpu 
not to valyable as thisof the bowels, © Fruitfulnels' Fe 
can be' bur a' happineſs, Compaſſion'1s a vertue/Þ01 
Nay indeed *tis a greater and 'more certain happi-'Þ 
nels; achiid is not brought forth bur with pangs & Þ9 
| E: 9%, 6h anguiſh 
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. | anguiſh, but a work of mercy is produc'd not only 
o | with eafe, butdelight. Beſides, ſhe thac bears a 
xr | Child, knows not whether it may provea Bleſſing 
nor a Curſe; but Charity gives certain title to a 
5. | Bleſſing, and engages the moſt ſolvent Paymaſter, 
ty Jeven God himſelf, who owns all ſuch disburſments 
{ as a loan to him. He that hath pity upon the poor ,lend- 
n. $414 unto the Lord: and that which: he hath given, 
ng (yill hepay him again, Prov. 19. 17. 

| 12. THzRs was inthe Primitive Times an Ec- 
ef Ideſtaſtical Order of Widows, which St. Paul men- 
is tions, 1 7m. 5, whoſe whole Miniſtry was devo- 
ted to Charity. They were indeed of the poorer 
Jorc, fit rather to receive then give Alms; yet the 
els they could do with their Purſes, the more was 
1y/tquired of their Perſons, the humbler offices of 
pe/hing the Saints feer, the careful task of bring- 
ng up children, and a diligent attendance 03 every 
food work, And ſure there is parity of Reaſon, 
/Ibat thoſe who upon the ſcore of their Wealth, - 
Isemt themſelves from thoſe Laborious Services, 
\Should commute for it by more Liberal Alms. In 
;nd\ſve warmth and zeal of Chriſtianity, Women of 
ay he; higheſt Quality performed both ſorts of Cha- 
ho flity, forgot their Greatneſs 1n their condeſcenſions; 
ort Ffrraflum'd it again in their bounty ; founded Ho- 
is hitals, and yetwith a labor of lave, as the Apo- 
els Me tiles ir , Heb, 6.109. dildain'd not ſomtimes 
ne; Þſerve-in them, But theſeare Examples not like 


pi-'Þ be tranſcrib'd in our daies, Greatneſs is now 
s& own to ſuchan unweildinels,that it cannor ſtoop, 
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tho to the moſt Chriſtian Offices, and yet can as 
little ſoar yp in any Munificent Charities: it ſtands 
like Nebxchadnezzars Golden Image, a vaſt Bulk 
only to be ador'd. 
13, Naw certainly, if any Women be qualifi, 
ed tq avert this reproch, it muſt be the Dowagers 
of great Families and Fortunes, they have none to 
controul their Viſits to the ſick and afflicted, or taſ 
reſent a diſparagement from their Humility, neither [44 
have they an account to give of their Poſleſſions|}, 
to any but God and themſelves ; to him ſure they F 
can bring none ſo like to procure them the Eulogy G 
of well don thou good and faithful ſervant, Matth, } 
254 2I« 4S 4 Catalogue of their Alms. Nor igy 7 
deed can they any other way diſpoſe their Fortunghy 
ſo much to their own contentment ; they may up 17 
deed cloy and fatiate their ſenſes, make proyilign 
for the fleſh z but that no way ſatisfies their reaſondy, 
much leſs their Confcience, The Soul, which, i, 
the ſuperior part, is quite left our jn that diſtribyq( 
tion, nothing is communicared £0 it but the guilt of, 
thoſe dear bought Exceſles, The only way it haz 
to be a ſharer in; their Wealth, is by a charitablg- 
diſpenſing. The Poor are its Proxies as well a, 
Gods, and tho in all other reſpets we may ſag. 
to the Saul, as the P/almift does to God, P/al.16.3h 
my goods extend not to thee: yet by this way, 1 4 
becomes not only a partaker, but the chief proprighh; 
tor, and all is laid out tor its ule. The harborinfh, 
an Our-cait, builds it an everlaNins habitation, Luthy,. 
16. 9, the clothing the naked, arrays it in Me "l 
wing 
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| 
3 | white linen, Rev. 19.8. andthe feeding the hungry, 
$ | makes it a gueſt at the ſupper of the Lamb,v.8.Nay, 
K ſit gains not only an indeteiſible title ro theſe happy 
Reverſions , bur ir has a great deal in preſent pol- 
l- ſeſſion, a huge rational Complacence 1n the righr 
applying of Wealth, & doing that with it for which 
twas deſign'd , yet more,it gives aſenſitive delight, 
nothing being more agreeable to human narure, then 
the doing good to its own kind. A ſeafonable 
MIAlms leaves a greater exultation and tranſport in 
FFIthe Giver, then it can ordinarily raiſe in the Recei- 
oy ver;fo exemplifying the Maxim of our Bleffed Lord, 
Ubithat iris a more bleſſed thing to give then to receive, 
"VIA&.20.35. This indeed is a way to elude the ſevere 
"Ftcnuntiation of the Apoſtle, 1 73m. 5. 6. Awidow 
"Tthat Tiveth in thzs pleſure, 55 not dead whileſt fbe li- 
*Jver4 ; bur on the contrary, ſhall live when ſhe dies; 
[0M when ſhe refions her Breath , ſhall improve her 
q,, deing 3 the Praters of the Poor, like a benign gale, 
joy Hall affiſt her light co the Region of Blifs ; and the 
I'4" Who has here cheriſh'd the afflicted Members, thall 
0 thete be indiſfolubly united rotheir Glorious Head. 
WY 14. AnD now methinks Widow-hood, under 
y this aſpe&, is quite transform'd, is not ſo'fortorn, 
' Id deſolate an eſtate as 'tis uſually eſteem'd. And 
ould all Widows uſe bur this expedient, thus de- 
Ys/Fvote themſelves to Piety and Chariry, it would, 
PiFflike the healing Tree, Exod. 15.25. ſweeten theſe 
ory aters of Marah, render the condition not oily 
Tf fipportable, bur pleſant ; and they would not need 
Ls to make ſuch affrighted , fach diſadvanrageous 
4. Sa elcaſ ES, 


190 


8 THE LADIES CALLING. Paxr II, |S 


S 
eſcapes, as many do, from it, *Tis true, the Apo. [< 
ſtles affirmation 1s unqueſtionable, that the wife, 1 
when her husband ts dead, # at liberty to be married [© 
to whom ſte will, 1 Cor. 7. 39. But the advice he |? 
 ſubjoins 1s authentic too, fe # happrer if ſhe [6 4+ 
bide. She that way lolace her ſelf in the Society, [® 
in the Loveof her God, makes an ignoble deſcent J® 
to Human Embraces z the that may purchaſe Hea: 
ven with her Wealth, buys a very dear Bargain of JP 
the beſt Husband on Earth; nay indeed, upon #! 
meer ſecular account, it ſeems not very prudent to [* 
relinquiſh both Liberty and Property, to Eſpouſe [®! 
at the beſt a Subjeion, bur perhaps a Slavery ; it a[T 
little reſembles the mad Frolicks of freed Gatly-|W 
{laves, who play away their Liberty as ſoon as they [Þ1 
regain It. ya 
15. Maxrxlaces is {0 great an adventure, 'that [ot 
once ſeems enough for the whole hfe z for wherher th 
they have bin proſperous or adverſe in the firſt, it I! 
does almoſt diſcourage a ſecond attemr, + She thatie! 
has had a good Husband, may be ſuppoſd to haveſfo 
his Idea fo fixr in her Heart, that ic will be hard ib 
to introduce any new Form : nay farther, ſhe uy th 
very reaſonably doubt, that in this common dearth to 
of Virtu, two good Husbands will ſcarce falltoſor 
one Womans ſhare, and an ill one will becomeſlir 

more intolerable to her, by the refletions ſhe will 
be apt to make on the better. Onthe other ſide, jce 
it ſhe have had a bad, the ſmart ſure cannot bur re+te 
main after the rod is taken off, the memory of whatſth 
the has ſuffer'd thould, merhinks, be a comperenthle: 
. cautionſ#- 
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: [caution againſt new adventures. Yer experience 
;. [{hews us that women ( tho the weaker ſex ) have 
4 commonly fortitude enough to encounter and 
« [baffle all rheſe conſiderations. It is not therefore 
;; [to be expected that many will by any rhing thar 
Y hath or can be ſaid be diverted from remarrying : 
it [and indeed ſhe that does nor preſerve her widow= 
1: [hood upon the accounts forementioned , may 
of [perhaps better relinquiſh it. St Par] we ſee adviſes 
4 [that thoſe Widops who found no. better emploi- 
to [ment 4hbey going from houſe to houſe , that grew 
iſ [by their vacancy to be tatlers and buſy bodies 1, 
a l[Jim. 5. 13. ſhould marry again it being the beſt 
y- [way to fix theſe wandring planets, to find them 
ey buſineſs of their own ar home , that ſo they may 

'Jnor ramble abroad to intermedle with that of 
Lat lothers. And the truth is they thar cannot brook 
her [the retiredneſs and: gravity which becomes a 
it [yidow , had better put themſelves in a ſtate that 
hat leſs requires it ; and if they reſolve not to con- 
ave [form their minds to their condition, to bring 
ard their condition to their minds ; but in the doing 
nay Ithat there will be ſome cautions very neceflary 
th Jto be obſerv'd. I ſhall reduce them to two, the 
1to one relating to the times , the other to the equa- 
zme liry of the match, | 
will] 16. FIRST in reſpect of time , common de= 
ide, Ieency - requires that there be a conſiderable in- 
- re-Itervall berween the parting with one husband and 
qhaththe choſing another, This has bin ſo much ob= 
centfſerved by nations: that were art all ciyilizd that 
tionÞ L1  - We 
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find Nyma made it a law, that no widow ſhouldþ 
marry under 10. months, and if any did the washn 
to ſacrifice as for the explatton of a crime ; andſ 
this continued in force many ages after, inſomuchſ; 
thar when upon reaſons of State Avguſtus found ith, 
uſefull ro marry his ſiſter Ofavia to Antonine, no«fy} 
thing leſs then a decree of the Senate could li. 
cenſe the anticipating the time ; ſo jealous obſer-þn 
vers were they of this point of Civility , that theyſkq 
thought the whole ſtate was concern'd in the vio*ſh 
lation. *'Tis true we have no law in the caſe, bf 
but we have ſomewhat of cuſtom, I know not howh, 
long we ſhall haye, ſince the frequent breaches 
of it threaten quite to cancell it : yet a woman 
that 15 tender of her honor will ſcarce give her 
example rowards the reſcinding it, The wounds 
of griefare ſeldom heal'd by any hand bur that © 
time, and therefore too ſudden a cure ſhews the 
hurt plerc'd not deep ; and ſhe that can make her 
mourning vell an optic to draw a new lover neererf 
to her fight , gives cauſe to ſuſpett the fables wereſ 
all without. 1 
17. Taz next thing conſiderable is the equa*þ 
lity of the match. Marriage is fo cloſe a link , that} 
to have it eaſy 'tis goad to have the parties as, 
even proportion'das may be, And firſt in refpeath 
of quality and fortune, tis ro be wiſhr. thereſ 
ſhould be no eminent diſproportion. Thoſe that 
meer moſt upon a level, are leaſt ſubje& to thoſe 
uphraidings thar often arrend a great deſcent of þþ 
either party ;1t.is therefore no prudent moruy 
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1d by which ſome Widows are ſwai'd, who marry 
aSÞnly for a great title 3 who often do not meet with 
ndÞp much of obeiſance from ſtrangers, as they do 
ch rith contemt from their husbands and his rela- 
 thons. There have bin many examples of Lords, 
10-Frho have uſed rich, but inferior , widows like 
Uh ſpunges , ſqueez'd them to fill themſelves again 
T-bnly with the air of a big name. - On the other 
EY fide for a woman to marry very meanly and too 
10*Much below her ſelf, is rather worſe ; thoſe kihd 
1c, bf matches are ordinarily made in a tranſpert of 
OW paſſion , and when that abates and leaves her to 
heShober reflections , ſhe will probably be ſoangry 
unpich her ſelf, that ſhe will ſcarce be well pleas'd 
herfjich her husband. A ſtate of ſubjeRion is a little 
ids Freetned by the worth and dignity ofthe ruler:for 
C Olfis it is more honorable, ſo 'fis alſo more eafy , 
thehhe ſerviler ſpirits being of all others the moſt 
rinperious in command. And ſure'twill not a little 
TeIÞratea woman of honor, to think ſhe has made 
erchich a one her Maſter , who perhaps would before 
ave thought it a preferment to have bin her ſer-' 
ut Fant, Nay farther, ſuch marriages have commonly 
hat ſn ill refleGion on the modeſty of the Woman , it 
© being uſually preſum'd that where the diſtance 
x has ſo great , as to diſcourage fuch an attemt on 
cre tis part, there was ſome invitation on hers, Ss 
Nathhat upon all accounts ſhe is very forlorn who 
ole Fhus diſpoſes of her ſelf: yer 'tis too well known 
rof uch marches have oft bin' made, and the fame 
Ve» feviry-and inconſideration may betray othets to 
by L.1-2 It, 
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it ; and therefore ' tis their concern well to ballaſt|tc 
their minds and to provide. that their paſſion, |: 
never get the aſcendant over their reaſon. t 
\. 18. Anoruex very neceſſary equality is that|fi 
of their judgement as to Religion. I donot meanſei 
that they are to catechize each other as to everyſ/! 
minute ſpeculative point ; bur rhzt they be of theſ 
ſame profeſſion , ſo as to join together in the wor-ſ\ 
ſhip of God. Ir is ſure very uncomfortable that}: 
thoſe who have ſo cloſely combin'd all their otherſſal 
Intereſts , ſhould be diſunired in the greateſt ; thatþ 
one Church cannot hold them , whom one houſe, Þ# of 
one bed does ; andthar religion which is 1n it ſelfÞut 
the moſt uniting thing, ſhould be th@ only diſagree-Þ) 
- ment berween them. I know tis oft made a com-ſfl 
pact in ſuch matches, that neither ſhall impoſe 
their opinion upon the other : :yert I doubt 'ris|þ 
ſeldom kept, unleſs it be by thoſe whoſe care! 
leſneſs- of all. religion abates their zeal to any one. 
Bur where they have any earneſtneſs in their way, 
eſpecially where one party thinks the other ina 
damnable error, twill ſcarce be poſlible to refrain 
endeavoring to reduce them ; aud that endeavor 
begers diſputes , thoſe. diſputes heats , thoſe heatsÞ 
diſguſts, and thoſe diſtuſts perhaps end-in avers { 
fjon ; ſo thatar laſt their atte&tions grow as unre+Þ 
concilable as their opinions , and their- religious} 
Jars draw on domeſtic. Belides if none of theſeÞ 
perſonal debates happen, yet the education of the 
children will be matter of diſputes the one parent 
wil ſtill be countermining, rhe other ,cach ſeeking 
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aſt|to recover the others proſely tes. Nay it intrcduces 
n,[fation into the inferior parts of the family too : 
the ſervans: according to their different perſwa= 
aat|fions' bandy into leagues and parties ; ſo that ir 
anjendangers , if not utterly deſtroies all concord 
eryſin families : and all rhis train of miſchiefs , ſhould 
thejmethinks be a.comperent prejudice againſt ſuch 
or-jmarches, | 
hatſ- 19. THERE is yet a third particular wherin 
herfany great diſproportion 1s much to be avoided, 
hatÞand raar is in Years, The humors of yourh and age 
iſe, Idiffer ſo widely , that there had need bea great 
ſelffleal of Cxill ro compoſe the diſcord into a harmo- 
reel. When a young Woman marries an old man, 
»m-{here are commonly jealouſies on rhe one part and 
ofeoarhings on the other, and 1f there be not an 
'tisÞeminent degree of diſcretion in one orboth , there 
Ire-[#11l be perpetual diſagreements. But' this is a 
"ne. aſPrhat does not often happen among thoſe I now 
Yay, peak to: for tho the avarice of Parents ſometimes 
in#Þorces maids upon ſuch matches , yet Widows who 
rainfire their. own chooſers ſeldom make ſuch ele- 
worfions, - The inequality among them commonly 
eatsÞ|ulls on. the other ſide, and old women marry 
ver-Foung men. Indeed any marriage is in ſuch a 
nre-Þolly and dotage , rhey who muſt ſuddenly make 
jousÞlticir ,beds in the duſt , what ſhould they think of 
heſeÞquptiall couch 2 And to ſuch theanſiver of the 
f thefiloſopher is appoſite , who being demanded 
rentfikat was the fitreſt rime for marrying , replied, 
kingÞr the. young not yet, for the old not atall. _ 
0 20, Bur 
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20. Bur this dotage becomes perfe& frenzy x 
and madneſs when they chooſe young husbands : c 
this is an accumulation of abſurdities and contra- 
diftions. The husband and the Wife are bur one |* 
perſon ; and yer at once young and old, freſh and | 
wither'd. Tisa reverſing the decrees of nature, |: 
and therefore 'twas noill anſwer which Djonyſius |; 
the Tyrant gave his mother, who in her age de- |, 
fign'd ſuch a match , that tho by his regall power P* 
he could diſpence with poſitive laws, yer he could" 
not abrogate thoſe of nature ; or make it fir for 
her an old woman to marry a young man, 'TisP 
indeed an inverſion of ſeaſons, a confounding the 
Kalender , making a mungre! month of May andF 
December : and the conjunGion proves as fatal as 
it is prodigious it being ſcarce ever ſeen thatF* 
ſuch a match proves tolerably happy. And indeed] 

*ris- not imaginable how it ſhould, for firſt tis toF 
be preſum'd ſhe that marries ſo muſt m#ryſ# 
meanly,no young man who does not need her for-P 
tune will take her perſon, For tho ſome have the 
humor to give great rates for inanimate antiqui-F 
ties, yet none will rake the living gratis. Next ſhe * 
never miſſes to be hated by him ſhe marries : heP'C 
looks on her as his rack and torment, thinks himſdlff® 
under the lingring torture devis'd by Mezentius, t 
a living body tied to a dead. Nor muſt ſhe think tÞ» 
cure this by any the little adulteries of art : ſhe 
may buy beauty , and yet Can- never make it he! 
own ; may paint , yet neyer be fair. "Tis like enaq 3 
meling a mud wall , the courſneſs of the groun 
will 
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will ſpoil the varniſh; and the greateſt exquiſitneſs 
of dreſs ſerves but toilluſtrare her native blemi- 
ſhes. So thatall ſhe gains by this is to make him 
ſcorn as well as abhor her. 
q|. 27» INDEED there 1s nothing can be more ri- 
_ |diculous, then an old Woman gaily ſer out; and 
it WaS not unaptly ſaid of Diogenes to ſuch aone, 
+. |!f this decking be for the living, youare deceived; 
6 if for the dead, make haſt to them : and I doubt 
14 many young husbands will be ready to ſay as 
or [puch. Nay becauſe death comes not. quick 
;; F2ough to. part them, there 1s few have patience 
he Þ9 artend its loitering pace : the man bids adieu 
o the Wife tho not to her fortune , takes that to 
as palnrain his luxuries elſe where, allows her ſome 
harfiecle annuity , and makes her a penſioner to her 
eed wn eſtate. So thar he has his deſign, bur ſhe 
- toPone of hers : he married for her fortune, and he 
Eros it 3 ſhe for his perſons, and has it not:and 
cor-fhich is worſe buies her defeat with the loſs of 
theflls he commonly leaving heras emty of mony as 
qui-ſ found her of wit. | 
© ſhe]. 22+ And truly this is a condition deplorable 
. . heÞÞough, and yet uſually fails even of rhat comfort 
nſdfpich is the laſt reſerve of the miſerable, I mean 
tins "ty. *Tis the Wiſe mans queſtion, Eccle/. 12. 
1k to» /h8 will pitty a charmer that is bitten with -a 
. ſheſ#rpent? He might haye preſum'd leſs on his kill, 
© heeÞs kept himſelfata ſafer diſtance ; and ſure the 
, enz&e may be-ſaid of her, Alas, what are her feeble 
-ounFarms, that ſhe ſhould expect by them to fix the | 
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giddy appetites of youth? ? And fince ſhe could | 
ſo preſume without ſenſe, none will regret that þ 
ſhe could be convinc'd by ſmart. Beſides, this is |, 
a caſe wherein there have bin a multitude of un«jj 
happy. Preſidents which might have caution'd her. |; 
He that accidentally falls down an undiſcoverd 
preeipice 13 compaſſionated for his diſaſter; buth 
he that ſtands a great while on the brink of ity hn 
looks down. and ſees the bottcm ſtrew'd with they 
mangled carcafles of many that have thence fallenzh 
if he ſhall deliberately caſt himſelf into their com- 
pany, the blame quite extinguiſhes the pitty z he 
may aſtoniſh , but not melt the beholders. Andf 
truly ſhe who caſts her ſelf away in ſuch a marchzhy 
betraies notleſs but more wilfullneſs. How many 
ruins of unhappy women preſent themſelves toſk 
her, like the wracks of old veſlels , all ſplir upon 
this rock ? And if ſhe will needs ſteer her courſthh 
purpoſely to do the ſame , none ought to grudghe 
her the ſhipwrack ſhe ſo courts. h; 
23- NoR has ſhe only this negative diſcomſonſ hi 

to be depriv'd of pitty , bur- ſhe is loaded withfh 
cenſures and reproch. The World is apt enougl 
to. malicious errors, to fix blame where there | 
none, bur *tis ſeldom guilty of the charitative $i 
does notoverlook the ſmalleſt appearance of es » 
bur generally purs the worſt conſtrucGion on any 
act , that it will with any probability bear ; andh , 
according to that meſure women in 'th1s condi if 
tion can expect no very mild deſcants on them, 
Indeed ſuch matches are ſo deſtitute of any my 
tiona] 
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d [tional Plea, thar * ris hard co derive them from any 
t other motive then the (enfitive. What the com- 
Is lmoh conje&aures are 1n that caſe, is as needleſs as ir 
= ſis unhandſom to declare: I will not ſay how true 
r- {they are, but it they be, it adds another reaſon ro 
d hhe former, why ſuch Marriages are ſo improſper- 
ut ous. All diſtortions in Nature are uſually omi- 
ty nous 5 and ſure ſuch pretetnatural heats in Age, 
he may very well be reckon'd as diſmal Preſages, and 
nz ery certain ones too, ſince they create the ruine 
m-ſhhey forerell. And truly 'tis not only juſt, but con- 
hefenient, that ſuch Motives ſhould be attended with 
\ndfſkch Conſequences; that the Bitternels of the one, 
hay occaſion ſome reflexion on the Sordidneſs of 
anyſthe other. *Tis but kindly, that ſuch an Alhal- 
s tofſontide Spring ſhould meet with Froſts, and the un- 
ponſpleſantneſs of the Event chaſtiſe the uglineſs of the 
urſeſÞdeſien z and therefore I think choſe that are con- 
rudgſkious of the one, ſhould be (o far from murmuring, 
Thar they ſhould be'very thankful for the other : 
1fortfhink it Gods diſcipline to bring them again to 
willheir Wits,and not repine at that ſmartwhich them- 
oughlves have made neceſlary. | 
Te 1 24, Axp now I wiſhall the Ancienter Widows, 
tiveFrould ſeriouſly weigh how much 'ris their Intereſt 
evilliior to ſever thoſe two Epithets ; that of Ancienc 
n a0Fſhey cannot put off, ir daily grows upon them; 
; and chat of Widow is ſure 2 more proportionable 
ondifdjunt ro it, then that of Wife , eſpecially when 
trhemtis to one to whom her Age might have 'made her 
ny RFtother. - There is a Yeneration dye t0 Age, if ic 
tiona} - - | Mm by 
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be ſuch as diſowns not it. ſelf: The hoary head, ſays " 
Sol»mon, #5a crown of glory, if it be found in the wayljy 
of righteouſneſs, Prov. 16. 32. but when it willly, 
mix ic ſelf with Youth, it is diſclaim'd by both, be. y 
comes the ſhame of the Old, and the ſcorn of the]- 
Young, What a ſtrange fury is it then which poſ-|,, 
ſeſles ſuch Women, that when they may diſpoeſy 
their Fortunes to thoſe Advantageous Deſigns bee. 
fore mention'd, they ſhould only buy with them, of, 
undecent, fo ridiculous a ſlavery ? that when theyſ; 
' may keep up the reputat:on of Modeſty and Pru- 
dence, they ſhould expoſe themſelves ro an Unisþy 
verſal Conremt for the want of- both ; and thath, 
they who might have had a Reverence, put theme-þy; 
ſelves even out of the capacity of bare Compaſſion,y; 
25. Ta1s is ſo high a Frenzy, as ſure cannothþ, 
happen in an inſtant, it muſt have ſome preparato-, 
1y degrees, ſome rooting in the conſtiturion and, 
habit of the mind : Such Widows have ſure ſomel; 
lightneſs of humor, before they can be ſo giddyſk 
in their Brains, and therefore theſe thar will ſecurgſ, 
themſelves from the Effet , muſt ſubſtrat theſk 
Cauſe; if they will ſtill be wiſhing themſelvesþs, 
young, ?cis odds but within a while they will petþz; 
iuade themſelves they are ſo. Let them thereforeſ, 
content themſelves to be old, and as Faſhions are 
varied with Times, ſo let them put on the Ornay1 
meats proper to rheir Seaſon ; which are Pietyu6; 
Gravity, and Prudence. Theſe will be not only; 

_ their Ornament, bur their Armor too ; rhis willy: 
gain them ſuch. a Reverence, that will make it a9; 
| 11's oh 
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YSIimprobable they ſhould be affaulted, as impoſſible 
aY\they ſhould affaulr. ForT think one may (ately ſay, 
life is the want of oneor all of thoſe, which betraies. 
& Women to ſuch Marriages. | 
1 26. And indeed it may be a matter of Caution, 
{-lyen to the younger Widows, not to let themſelves 
leftso much looſe to a light frolic Humor, which per- 
X*Ihaps they will not be able to put off, when it is 
lohoſt neceſfary they ſhould, Ir will not much in- 
Eyite a ſober Man to marry them while they are 
WJfoung ; and if it continue with them till they are 
nbd, it may (as Natural Motions uſe) grow more 
hat nolent toward its end : precipitate them into that 
M-Tinons Folly we have before confider'd, Yer, 
olfould they happen to ſcape that, ſhould it nor 
nMhrce them from their Widow-hood, it will ſure 
Mfery ill agree with it ; for how prepoſterous is ir 
and 0: an Old Woman to delight in Gaudsand Trifles, 
Mich as were fitter to entertain her Grand-children * 
ddy read Romances with ſpectacles, and be at Masks 
cUFEnd Dancings, when ſhe is fir only to a& the An- 
Uſes £ Theſe are contradictions to Nature: the 
Ives karing off her Marks, and where ſhe has writ fifty 
Pit fixry, toleſſen (beyond the proportion of the un- 
10 Steward) and write ſixteen. And thoſe who 
> ins manage their Widow-hood, have morereaſon 
MY bewail ic ar laſt then ar firſt, as having more ex- 
IUYF*rmentally tound the miſchief of being left'to 
on Feir own Guidance. It will cheretore concern them 
Ito put chemſelves under a ſafer Conduct, by an 
It .fiduons Devotion to rence © themſelves up to the 
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leading of the one infallible Guide, who, if he. bt 
nota covering of the eyes, Gen. 20. 16. to pre- 
clude all ſecond Choices, may yet be a light to them 
for diſcerning who are fit to be choſen ; that if they 
ſee fit to uſe their hberty and Marry, they may yer 
take the Apoſtles reſtriction with it, 1 Cor. 7.40, 
char zt be only in the Lord. Upon ſuch ſober Mo-ſ 
tives, and with ſuch due Circumſtancesas may ap-[ 


prove it to Him, and render it capable of his Benee|y 
diction, . tl 
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gl | HAVE now gone through both Parts of 


the propoſ'd Method. The former has pre! 

= ſented thoſe Qualibcations which are «gp 
qually neceſlary ro every Woman: Theſe , as Ja 
Roor, ſend ſap and vigour to the diſtin Branches}: 
animate and impregnate the ſeyeral ſucceſſive Statego 
through which ſhe is to paſs. He that hath purgit 
Oreor Bullion, may caſt it into what Form beſt fitY# 
. hisuſe, nay may tranſlate ir from one to anorherfſcc 
and ſhe who has that Mine of Virtues, may furniſfic 
out any Condition ; her being good in an abſoluthG 
conſideration, will certainly make her ſo in a rela 
tive; Oa the other fide, ſhe who has nor ſuch{ic 
_ $teek, cannot keep up the Honor of any State Fly 
like corrupted Liquor, emty it from one uy 'T 
anorny 
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beJanother, it ſtill fntes and contaminatey all. And 
re-|this is the cauſe that Women are alike complain'd 
emof under all Foims, becauſe ſo many want this 
xey|Fundamental Vertu : were there more good Wo- 
yer|men, there would be more modeſt Virgins, loyal 
40,1and obedient Wives, and {ober Widows. 

fo-11 2. I MusrT therefore intreat thoſe who will 
ap-[look on this Tract, not only to ſingle out that part 
ne-|Which bears their own inſcription, but that they 
think themſelves no leſs concern'd in that which 
relates indefinitely to their Sex ; endeavor to pol= 
_—ſ{eſs themſelves ot thoſe Excellencies,which ſhould 
be as univerſal as their Kind: and when they are ſo 
ſtor'd with Matter, they may leave Providence to 
diverſifie the Shape, and to aiſign them their Scene 
of AdGion, 

3- Axpnow, would God it were aseafie to per- 
elſuade, as iris to propoſe; and that this Diſcourſe 
may not be taken only as a Gazet for its newneſs, 
Janddiſcarded as ſoon as read; but that it may at leſt 
heshadvance to che honor of an Almanac, be allowed 
ratehone Year ere it be out of date: and in that time, 
purgit frequently and ſeriouſly conſulted, it may perhaps 
t fifawaken ſome Ladies from their ſtupid Dreams , 
herfconvincethem that they were ſent into the World 
rniſſÞfor nobler purpoſes, then only to make a little 
oln4Glicrering in it ; likea Comer, to give ablaze, and 
rela[then diſappear, And truly, if it may Operate but 
zch{ſo far as to give them an effective ſence of that, I 
ace[dhall think it has don them a conſiderable Service : 
ſelt} They may, lam ſure, from that Principle, aofce 
orhq a 
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all neceflary Conſequences, and I with they would 
but take the pains to draw the Corollaries; for 
thoſe Inductions they make to themſelves, would 
be much more efficacious then thoſe which are 


drawnto their hands, Propriety is a great endear- 
ment, we love tobe Proſcelytes to our ſelves ; and 
People oft reſiſt others Reatons, who would upon 
meer partiality pay reverence to their own. 

4. Bur befides chis, there would be another Ad- 
vantage, if they could be but got to a cuſtom of 
conſidering, by it they might inſenfibly under- 


mine the grand Inſtrument of their ruine. That | 


careleſs incogitancy, ſo remarkably frequent among 
all, and nor leaſt among Perſons of Qualicy, is the 
{ource of innumerable Miſchiefs ; 'tis the Delilah, 


that at once lulls and betrays them it keeps them'}] 


in a perpetual Sleep, binds up their Faculties, ſo 


that, though they are nor extind, yet they become |N: 


uſeleſs, Platouſed to ſay, That a man a ſleep was |< 


good for nothing : and *tis certainly no leſs true of |: 
this Moral drouſineſs then the Natural. And as [? 
in Sleep the fancy only isin motion, ſo theſe incon-F 
{iderate Perſons, they rather dream-then diſcourſe, | 


entertain little trifling Images of things, which are'Þ** 


preſented by their Senſes, but know not how to: 


converſe with their Reaſon. So that in this drouly 
ſtate, all temtations come on them with the ſame” 
advantage, with that of a thief in the night; © 
Phraſe by which the Scripture expreſles the moſt n- 
evitable unforeſeen danger, 1 Theſſ5. 2. We read 


in Fudges,how eafily Laiſh became aprey to a hand*'] 


ful 
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ful of Men, meerly becauſe of this ſupine negli- 
gent humor of the Inhabitants, which had cut 
them off from all intercourſe with any who might 
have {uccor'd them, Jud. 18, 27, 28. andcertainly 
It gives noleſs opportunity to our Spiritual Aſlail- 
ants, leaves us naked and unguarded to receive all 
their Impreſſions. How prodigious a thing is it 
then, that this ſtate of dulneſs and danger ſhould 
be affe&edly choſen? yer we ſee it too often is,even 
by thoſe whoſe Qualities 8 Education fit them for 
more Ingenious Elections; nay, which is yet more 
riddle, that very aptneſs diſenables, ſets chem a+ 
bove what it prepares them for. Labor is lookt on 
4s Utterly incompatible with Greatneſs, and Con- 
| [fideration is lookt on as a labor of the mind ; and 
;Ithere are ſome Ladies, who ſeem to reckon it as 
their Prerogative, to be exemted from both z will 
je [29 more apply their Underſtandings to any ſerious 
xs [Piſcuſſion, then their Hands to che Spindle and 
of [Piſtaff ; the one they think pedantic, as the other 
a« [1$mean. In the mean time, by what ſtrange mea- 
a. [ſures do they proceed © they look on Idiots as the 
_ moſt deplorable of Creatures, becauſe they want 
re ([aſon, and yet make it cheir own excellence and 
to. [pieheminence, to want the uſe of it; which is in- 
FG deed ſo much worſe then to want the thing,as ſloth 
ne [worſe then poverty, a moral defect then a natural. 
4: [Bur we may ſce by this, how much civil and ſacred 
n. (Eſtimates differ: for we find the Bereans commend- 
aq: |ed, not only as more diligent, but as more noble 
id2 [t00, As 17. 11, becaule they attentively conf- 
ful acrd 
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der'd, and ſtrictly examin'd the. DodFr ine preach'd 
to them. By which they may diſcern, that in Gods [jy 
Coutt of Honor, a ſtupid Oſcitancy is-no enno- [gr 
bling Quality, however it comes to be thought [gr 
ſo in thelts. : 4, 5 lk 
5. And if this one point might be gain'd, if they ſoz 
would burtſo far actuate their Reaſon, as deliberat<.[ye 
ly and duly to weigh their Intereſt, they would [th 
find that ſo ſtrialy.engaging them to all that is Ver* hh 
tuous 3 that they maſt have a vety invincible reſo- IR 
lution for ruine, if that cannot perſwade them: fy; 
and I hope all women are not Medea's , whom the þþ 
Poet brings in avowing the hotridneſs' of -rhat 
fat, which yer ſhe reſolvd to execute. 'They hy 
are generally rather timorous, and apt to ſtatthj 
at the apprehenſion of danger ; ler them but ſeeahe 
ſerpent rho at a great diſtance , they will need -noth 
homilies or lectures to be perſwaded to: fly it:hr 
And ſure did they butcleerly diſcern whar a ſting] 
there is in thoſe vicious follies they: embractezher 
their fear would make them quit their hold; puthn 
them in ſuch a trembling ,-as would. like that © r 
Belſhazzars , flacken their joints , and make: thoſthy1 
_ things drop from them , which before they moſthi, 
renaciouſly graſped. For indeed in fin there is aft 
conlpiration of all that can be dreadful to a ratiosþy 
nal being, ſo thar one may give its compendium 
by the very reverſe of that which the Apoſtlthke 
gives of Godlineſs. i, Tim. 4. 8. for as the Olſthe 
has the promiſes , ſo the other has the curſes fe 
this life , and of that to come.  - +: 6.8 
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4] 6. In this life every deprav'd a& ( much more 
s Ihabit ) has a black ſhadow attending it ; it caſts 
= ſone inward upon the conſcience in uncomfortable 
X [ypbraidings and regrets. 'Tis true indeed ſome 
- [have the art to diſguiſe that to themſelves by 
Y lafting a yet darker over it 3 ſuppreſling all thoſe 
t-freluftings by an induſtrious ſtupefattion ; making 
id their ſouls ſo perfe& night , thar they cannot ſee 
t* thoſe black images thetr conſciences repreſent, 
0 Rurt as rhis renders their condition but the more 
N:fwretched 3 ſo neither can- they - blind others 
he hho they do rhemſelves. Vice caſtsa dark ſhadow 
at butwards too/, not ſuch asmay conceal bur betray 
EY fits ſelf: andas the evening ſhadows increaſe in 
tfimenfion , grow to a monſtroſity and diſpro= 
eaÞortion ; ſo the longer any ill habit 1s continued, 
n9ſthe more viſible , the more deform'd ir appears, 
't-kraws more obſervation and more cenſure. 
ingly 7, Twzxsz indeed endleſs to reckon up the 
2e4hemporal evils to which it expoſes its votaries 
pithnmodeſty deſtroi's their fame , a vain prodiga« 
t offlty their fortune , anger makes them mad , pride 
olttareful , leviry renders them deſpis'd , obftinacy 
1oltfeſperare , and irreligionis a complication of all 
15 aſkbeſe , fills up their meſure both of guilt and 
ti0eÞyrecchedneſs ; ſo that had vertue no other advo- 
we , her very Antagoniſt would plead for her : 
Iititffie miſerable conſequences of vice , WOuld like 
otfhe flames of Sodom ſend all conſidering perſons 
£5 9fib rhar little Zoar , which how deſpicable ſoever 
Wil may have appear'd before, cannor bur look 
n Inviiiegly 
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invitingly when ſafery is inſcrib'd ow its-gates.--..: | 
8, BUuT it muſt infinxly moreido'fo if they ki 
pleaſe to open a viſto intothe other. World., make |f; 
uſe of divine perſpeCtives todiſcern thoſe diſtang C 
objeds which their groſſer ſenſes do; here. inter4|þ1 
cept. There they may ſee the diſmal Cataſtrophe |{i 
of their Comedies , rhe miſerable _';jnverſion. of [is 
all. unlawful or | unbounded pleſures :. there that |; 
Prophetic menace concerning Babylon, which wel 
[ find-Rev.;15. 7. will be literally: verified upon ſſp 
p every unhappy. ſoul, According a5 ſherexatted ber bt 
| Self and lived lelicately , fo much . the more. tribulas 
tion give her » the torment of that life ,will/beanſpa 
proportion to the pride and luxuriesof this...lthy 
will therefore -be neceſſary for thoſe .who,hereſhh 
wallow in pleſures , toconfront to them the rezhhe 
membrance of thoſe rivers of Brimſtane ,..and|e 
aſk themſelves the- prophers queſtion:, ; who'..canl 
awell with everlaSjing barnings? We find:E ;/ay,when 7 
he denounces- but temporal judgments. againſt 
the daughters of Zion, he;exadly ' purſues..thels; 
Anrtitheſis, and to every part of theireffeminazel " 
delicacy he oppoſes rhe dire& contrary. hardſhip, 
inſtead: of /weet ſmels there jball be a Sink, inſteadſ. 
of agirdle.a rent , inſlead of well ſet hair.baldneſs, le, 
in ſtead of a:ſigmacher , a girding with feckelathps to 
and burning  inflead of beauty Efay 3-242 571+ 145d] ſh 
-9, IT were well the daughters of our Z2az,wouldþys 
eopy. our this lecture , and:;prudently farſee howſy, 
every particular fin or vanity of th irs will-baveſt 
vs t8.4dapred Paniſhwens 10 another Worlds, AR by 
} + LUI": : 
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[ſure this confideration well digeſted', muſt needs 
ey Ibe a forcible expedient to cleanſe themfrom all 
ke [fi hineſs of fleſh and ſpirit , as the Apl. ſpeaks 24 
NHCor. 7.'t.For is it poſſible for her tocheriſh and 
MIÞblow up-her hbidinous flames here , who con« 
he [fiders' them but as the firſt kindlings of thoſe in- 
offirinpuiſhable ones hereafter ? Can ſhe make ir 
at Jher ſtudy to pleaſe her appetite , that remembers 
W that Dives's unintermitted feaſt ends in as unals 
on flaied a thirft ? Or can ſhe deny the crumbs of her 
[table to that Lazarme, to whom: ſhe forſees ſhe 
{4 [ſhall ' then fapplicate'for a drop of water ? In fine 
2Wffan ſhe lay out her whole induſtry ; her fortune, 
'Rhhay her ingenuity too, in making proviſion for 
Erelihe fleſh, who confiders that that fleſh will more 
ie ]orrupt by pampering , and breed the worm that 
nd tiever dies? Certainly no woman can be ſo deſpe- 
c@#ſrely daring , as thus 'to attaque damnation , re» 
en fit her'reaſon 'and hep ſenſe , only that ſhe may 
ofthvine her ſoul ; and unlefs ſhe can do all this , her 
tetforefight will prove her eſcape , and her viewing 
AFhthe' bottomleſs pit in Landskip and pidure wHl 
pifecureber from a reall deſcenr into it. _ 
£490>'x0: BUT now that this Tract may not make its 
es, exit'in'the ſhape of a fury. , bring [the meditations 
INRohell-and there leave them, ir'muſt now at laſt 
/3\ fhifr the Scene , and as it hasſhew'd the blackneſs 
uld df vice by that outer darkneſs to which it leads , 
19ye alſo will let in a beam of the Celeſtiallighr 
av diſcover the beauty of Vertue';-remind the 
23 Reader 'that there is a-region of- joy as well as 2 
ſure. Nn 2 place 
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place: of torment, and piety and'vertue'4s thathto 
milky way that leads to it; a ftate ; compard toſpv! 
which the Elyzium of the heathen isas inconfides|Re 
rable as itis ttitious, the Mahometan: Paradiſeſas 
as” flar and infipid as It is groſs and brutifh |; : 
where the undertaking of the Pſalmift: ſhall: bejon 
compleatly anſwer'd, thoſe that fear the: Lordlte 
ſhall want no manner of thing that is good, Pfalm.34.1w 
x0. And this happy ftate 1s as acceſſible :as-excelsup 
lent, God is-not unfincere inhispropofils , offers|all 
not theſe glories only to Tantalize and abuſe us; me 
but. to animate and incourage mankind... He ſets|bh: 
upan inviting prize, and he not only marks our} |{a 
bur levels the: way to 1t-; makes that our.dury|6 
which is alſo our pleſure , yea and our honor toozfec 
Sor has he contriv'd for our eaſe, that knowinghh 
how hardly we can diveſt our voluptuouſneſs and|Þi 
ambition', 'he puts us nor to it ; all he :demands|#; 
is: but that: he may chooſe the. abjeas; and info: 
thar- he is yer more obliging, for by thar-at oncs|cr: 
he refines and farisfies the defires, He takes us oP 
deed fromthe fulfom plefures of ſenſe; which ſt 
by their grofinefs may cloy, yet by reaſon-of thew|il 
enitineſs 'can never fill us z and brings usto taſtſh 
the more --pure fpiritua} delights which-are theÞ1 
wue elix1r of: Pleſures, in- compariſon whereof|th 
all rhe ſcnſual-are_ bur as the dregs or fecesin:aw|t 
extraCtion ,: afcer the ſpirits 'are drawn off, ; Jn: 
like-manner be calls'us from our aſpiring to thoſd|it 
pitmactes of :honor , where we alwaies 'fitroztes 
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ringly- amt: often fall down, bur yer inyizesus|#: 
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arlto' foar: higher ; where we ſhall have the 0an 
toÞvith all-her viciſſitudes and changes under our feet 
e>[Rev.'12./Is: and enjoy a grandeur as reverſible 
ſelas ſplendid. 
hg; 17. T Hu S does he ſhew us'a way to hallow 
beſour moſt unfandtified affeftions ; rhus, according 
rdjto the Propheſie of Zechariah , may holineſs be 
4 (writ even upon the bells of the bor ſes; Zec. T1420: 
el-hipon our moſt brutal inclinations, and thus may 
1s |all-thoſe feminine Paſſions which now ſeduce won 
$:Imen from Vertu, advance them init. Let her 
zts|that is' amorous, place her love upon him who is 
ar lfas the:Spouſe tells us, Cant. 5. 30.) the chigftfh 
ry amp ter thouſand; ſhe that is angry, turn her 
50;|edg againft her ſins ; the that is haughbry, diſdain 
the Devils drudgery 3 ; ſhe thatis fearful, dread 
nd|him who. cax deftroy both Body and Soul m Hell, 
ds |Matti $28, and ſhe that 1s fad, referve her tears 
injfor her penitential offices. Thusmay rhey confes 
csfcrate even. their 1nfirmivies ; and tho they cannot 
off[Deifie,,or erect Temples to them, as the Romans 
chKid-to their Paſſions, nay: their Diſeaſes; yer after 
ewſthey are: thus cleanſed, they may facrifice them as 
aſt ſhe: Jews did the clean Beaſts in the Tabernacte, 
ho | inly irreligion and profaneneſs is:exemt from 
of [this Priviledg, no water of Purification. cam 
and gandi it, or nake itſerviceable in the Temple'z 
Taſthat,like rhe fpoits of Fer cho, is ſo execrable,thar 
" it mak be devoted. to deſtruction, as az accurfed 
tes bing; Joſ; 6.17. Fortho God do nor defpiſe the 
-us|\ = a own hands, haye.ſo. much kindneſs _ 
19157 1s 
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his Creatures, that he endeavors to reduce all our is 
native inclinations to their primitive re&itude, | 
and therefore does not aboliſh, bur purifie them ; ſ 
yer Atheiſm is ncne of thoſe, 'tis a counterblaſt | 
from hell, in oppoſition ro that mighty windin; 
which the holy ſpirit deſcended. Tho the ubje& [0 
in-which it ſubſiſts may be refornvd, the perſon 
may turn Chriſtian,and the Wit that maintain'dits , 
blaſphemous paradoxes may be converted to holis|; 
er uſes: yer the quality it ſelf is capable of no ſuch? 
happy Metamorphoſis ; that muſt be exrirpated, Mi 
for it cannot be made criburary; ; which ſhews how; 
tranſcendent an 11! that js which cannot be cons P 
verted to good, even that Omnipotence which|; 
ean' out of the very ſtones raiſe children ro Abra- Hf 
Fam, attemts nor any tranſmutation of thisg ſp; 
which ought therefore to poſſeſs all hearts with. 
a"deteſtation of it, and to advance them in an , 
6arneſt purſuit of all the parts of Piety. 

12. AND-that is it which I would now once|F- 
more ( as a farwell exhortation ) commend to my | 
female Readers , as that which vertually contains|;; 
all other accowpliſhments ; *ris that pearl in rhe: I 
Goſpel for which they may part with all and” 
_ a good bargain too. The fear of the Lordi 
the beginning of wiſdome fajes the wiſeſt of men | 
Prov. 1.7. and by his experience he ſhews that] 
It is the compleating end of it too; for he no[: 
ſooner declin'd from that, but he grew to dotage |: 
and diſhonor. Let all thoſe therefore to whom|* 
God has diſpenſt an outward affluence , given|: 

them | 
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; [them a viſible ſplendor 1n the eics of the World; 
Tibe. careful 'to ſecure to themſelves that honor 
2 [which comes from Ged only, Joh. 5. 44-unite their 
?Ifouls to that ſupreme Majeſty who is the fountain 
ſt of true honor: whoin his beſtowing the Crown 
f of righteouſneſs proceeds by the ſame meſures 
[by which he diſpoſed the Crown of //rael, when 
nM he avow'd to Samuel that he /ookt not i the outward 
ko appearance but beheld the heart , Sam, 16, 7.18 
P God ſee not his own Image there , all the beaury: 
bo 1nd gaiety of the outward form is deſpicable-i 
| jy his eies, like the apples of Sodom: only a. Kind -of 
dt painted duſt. But if Piety be firmly rooted there, 


3 they then become like the Kings daughter all gls- 


IS rious within t003a much more yaluable bravery 
[hen the garment of needle work and weſture of Gold, 
Wo, Palm. 45. 14, Andthis is it that muſt enter them 
th into the Kings Palace, into that zew Feruſalem. 
Mchere they ſhall not wear, but inhabit - pearls 

ichod Gems Rev. 21, 19. be beautiful withour the 
my 
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and nore then they can here imagine. . 
men |  FINIS. 
rhat || SLY 

» nol 

rage | 

hom] 
1ven V9, 
hem: 
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[ep of art or nature , by the meer reflexion of 
he Divine brightneſs ; be all that their then! 
bio nlargd comprehenſions can wiſh, and infinitly. 
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